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TOURISM

Havana’s Monuments
The unique charm of the city of Havana,
founded in November 1519, is due in no
small part to its many monuments, most
of which are associated with personalities
and events.
Many, such as the Revolution Square and
the José Martí memorial, are as beautiful as
they are interesting, and are considered to
be emblematic for both Havana and for
Cuba as a whole, because they symbolize
the Revolution that triumphed in 1959.
Many of the nation’s most important
political and cultural events of the last 55
years, including the closing ceremonies of
international congresses, mass solidarity
meetings and military parades, have taken
place there.
The construction of Revolution Square
– initially called Civic Square – concluded
on July 16, 1961. The project was the
result of an idea that first emerged at
the beginning of the 1940s when an
international contest was held for the
erection of a monument to José Martí on
the site of the former Catalan Chapel.
112 meters high,28 meters wide and with
a diameter of 78.50 meters, the monument is
the highest point in Havana.
There is an elevator inside that takes
people to a height of 90 meters and a
stairs with 579 steps.
The José Martí Memorial is housed
in the base of the monument where
79 quotations of the words of Cuba’s
National Hero are engraved in golden
letters throughout its five halls.
Another monument built in
memory of the Cuban Apostle, as Martí
is also known, is located in Havana’s
Parque Central.
The sculpture, unveiled on February
24, 1905, was created by Cuban sculptor
José Vilalta de Saavedra, who had been
commissioned by the Monument to
Martí Association.
The sculpture replaced a marble
statue of Elizabeth II that had been
removed from its pedestal on March
12, 1899.
Another place of historical interest
in Havana is the Templete, the site
where the villa of San Cristóbal de La
Habana, was founded on November 16,
1519.
A ceiba tree stands at the entrance
that residents of Havana traditionally
walk around three times on the night of
the anniversary of the city’s foundation.
The Templete has been a
designated World Heritage Site since
1982 and is the place where a mass
was celebrated under the ceiba tree to
formally establish the Village that later
on became Cuba’s capital.
The Templete houses three canvases
by French painter Jean Baptiste Vermay
that depict that first mass and the first
town council.
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Cuba and US Discuss Compensation
The Cuban deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Abelardo Moreno, held a press
conference at the Foreign Ministry
headquarters on the outcome of the
second informative meeting on mutual
compensation between Cuba and the US
in Washington on July 28 and 29.
According to Moreno, the issue of
mutual compensation is the subject, as
are others, of ongoing talks in the process
of the normalization of relations between
Cuba and the US, but that this is a highly
complex legal, technical and political
topic.
He emphasized that “there are many
factors in play in talks such as these”
and stressed that “Cuba’s position is to
maintain and reinforce claims approved
by Cuban courts against the Government
of the United States.
He explained that one element directly
linked to the issue of compensation is
the economic, commercial and financial
Blockade imposed for more than fifty
years on Cuba by the US.
The Cuban official added that in the
talks, Cuba based claims against the US
government on those presented in 1999
and 2000 by the Cuban people for human
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and economic damages caused, for which
there are judgments in the corresponding
courts on the Island.
He added that these claims address
terrorist acts, the effects of economic war
on Cuba and on individuals and that the
legal basis for the claims has been well
established by the courts.
He said, “Cuban courts set the amount
of compensation at 300,000 million
dollars on the grounds of both human
and economic damages and such rulings
by the institutional Cuban judiciary are in
accordance with International Law”.
The diplomat explained that the
Cuban state had, from the moment that

the very first nationalization laws were
passed at the start of the revolutionary
process, the political will to compensate
non-national legal and natural persons
whose properties had been passed on to
the Cuban people.
He
used
the
examples
of
compensation settlements reached
between Canada and five other European
countries and the Cuban authorities that
represented real solutions to claims for
properties nationalized by the Cuban
State by people and institutions from
those countries.
However, in the particular case of
North American title holders, the Cuban

deputy foreign minister added that “the
attitude of US governments to Cuba
has impeded any practical application
of the compensation formulas that we
proposed at the time”.
Moreno reaffirmed that Cuba would
not accept a unilateral solution of any sort
that did not fully satisfy Cuban interests.
In his opinion, the two informative
meetings that have taken place to
date, one in Havana last December and
this recent one in Washington were
professional and constructive in nature.
He added that both meetings had
facilitated exchanges by the two sides of
information and experiences in similar
processes for the establishment of
possible time frames and formats for the
negotiations proper.
“We believe that the conditions have
been created to continue the informative
process and that the meetings were at
least enlightening for the Cuban side, as
we hope was the case for the US side also”.
The Cuban official highlighted that
“to date, the only thing agreed by both
two sides is that the two countries have
claims about which we need to sit down
and talk, to try and find a solution”.

Cuba and U.S. Sign Agreement on Drug Trafficking
Considered to be an operational
agreement to fight illicit drug
trafficking, a statement by the Cuban
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that
both sides agreed on the importance
of bilateral talks on the issue.
Josefina Vidal, General Director
of the U.S. Department at the Cuban
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said
that this is the eleventh agreement
signed between Washington and
Havana in a period of eight months
as part of the process to normalize
bilateral relations.
CHARTER FLIGHTS SECURITY

Cuba and the United States agreed
in Havana to cooperate on the
confrontation of illegal drug trafficking,
in the context of the third technical

meeting between Cuban and U.S.
entities on the fight against narcotics –
an agreement to be applied and fulfilled
within a legal framework.

HavanaReporter

A Weekly Newspaper of the Prensa Latina News Agency

THE

YOUR SOURCE OF NEWS & MORE

President: Luis Enrique González.
Information Vice President: Víctor M. Carriba.
Editorial Vice President: Maitté Marrero Canda.
Chief Editor: Ilsa Rodríguez.
Translation: Dayamí Interián/ Sean J.Clancy/Yanely Interián

The Cuban Civil Aeronautics Institute
(IACC) and the U.S. Transport Security
Administration ( TSA) announced that
security officers will be deployed
on charter flights between both
countries.

.

.

Vidal said that both entities had
reached an agreement in this regard
last July.
In relation to some U.S. Congress
questions on potential deficiencies in
Cuban aviation and airport security,
she stated that such arguments are
unfounded, and referred to statements
made by Armando Garbalosa, Head of
the Aviation Security Department of
the IACC.
Garbalosa said that doubts being
circulated in the U.S. legislature are
aimed at instilling fear to prevent travel
by U.S. citizens to Cuba. TSA officials
have personally confirmed that their
relation with the IACC department is
strong and professional.
The Cuban official underlined
that between 2000 and the present,
TSA officials had visited Cuba on 33
occasions, and that such visits were
normalized in 2003.

.

.
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Permanent
Pastors
For Peace
Bond With
Cuba
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By Luis AntonioGÓMEZ

As it has done every year since 1992, last July the
Pastors for Peace Caravan called on a number of US cities,
passed through Mexico and concluded the adventure
in Cuba, where the now traditional solidarity shown to
Cuba was once again ratified.
This time around, the message from members
of the XXVII Caravan primarily focused on the call
for Washington to lift the economic, financial and
commercial Blockade imposed by Washington on Cuba
for more than 50 years.
The Pastor’s Caravan, led by executive director Gail
Walker, attended meetings during their stay in Cuba
with internationalist doctors and toured welfare centers
and historic sites.
Many of the integrants also attended the central act
of celebration of the National Day of Rebellion, July 26.
The activist daughter of the late reverend Lucius
Walker, founder of the Caravan, told The Havana Reporter
that the inter-religious platform guided some of her
work to try to influence members of the US Congress to
support the lifting of the Blockade.
Walker added that these endeavors were centered
on the need to eliminate trade and travel restrictions to
the island imposed on US visitors to Cuba.

She said that the removal of Cuba from a list of nations
that the US alleges sponsor terrorism, the opening of
embassies in both capital cities and the reestablishment
of diplomatic relations are important achievements, but
that much remained to be done.
According to the activist, Pastors for Peace is not
a project exclusive to her or her father, but rather a
community that was active throughout the United
States, Mexico Central America, Europe and the world.
Walker, who feels a lot of love and respect for the
Cuban Revolution for the manner in which people always
come first, said that they share a lot of information about
the Blockade and other Cuba related issues.
She explained that there was a lot of confusion in
North America about what the establishment of normal
relations with Cuba represented in reality, which was why
Pastors for Peace worked to overcome the widespread
lack of understanding.
Walker added that regardless who the next US
president would be, they would continue their solidarity
work to bring an end to anti-Cuban US policies, above all
through dialogue with members of the legislature.
She stressed that many of the most important
decisions will be taken by Congress.

Integral Early Education Defecit In Latin American

International experts who met in Cuba
highlighted that, even though illiteracy
has been eradicated in many countries in
the region, a sustained effort is required
in Latin America and the Caribbean to
develop a comprehensive and diverse
system of education.
During the 12th International Early
and Preschool Education Seminar held in
July in Havana, teachers from more than
20 countries called for greater cultural
diversity in the current context of their
respective societies.
The topic was addressed in a panel
entitled “Social Policies, Cultural Diversity
and
Comprehensive
Development
in the First years of Childhood,” and
was defended by – amongst others
– professors Guillermo Arias of Cuba,
Virginia Tanca of Guatemala, and Pedro
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Apala of Bolivia.
During his presentation, Arias called
for further advances in society’s cultural
and educational diversity and the fight
against inequality and all forms of
discrimination, prejudice and differences
caused by consumer societies.
„Diversity lies in the context of family,
school and social education and it is when
a subject goes from one environment
to another that is ever more diverse,
understanding must be first fostered in
the family home,” he said.
Arias said that compared to ten years
ago, regional achievements on working
methods have been attained, thanks in

no small part to “Cuba and international
organizations that prioritize educational
work in these first levels of teaching.”
Tanca admitted that her country still
has to work to do in this regard, and
stressed that the role of parents is not
only crucial in the education of children,
especially indigenous children, but also in
the work done by community educators
in a society where there are significant
levels of discrimination .
She noted that in Guatemala, four
indigenous cultures exist side by side,
and 25 languages are spoken, making it
necessary emphasize community based
education, starting in the home and in

harmony with mother nature.
Apala stressed that political work
is needed for indigenous people to be
accepted by society, and praised the role
played by President Evo Morales since
coming to power in 2006.
He added that an integration phase
was then introduced to initialize a process
of change for farmers, indigenous citizens
and social movements that had been
discriminated by an elite bourgeoisie
who had governed the nation until then.
Commenting on the subject, the
Bolivian Deputy Education Minister,
Juan José Quiroz, praised developments
in the sector and thanked Cuba for the
experience conveyed by its professionals.
This, he noted, facilitated a reduction
in the rate of illiteracy from 13.28 percent
in 2005 to 2.94 percent by the end of
2015 and school leaving before the legal
age decreased from 6 to 1.2 percent in
that same period of time.
Miriam Díaz, president of the
organizing committee and director of the
Center of Latin American Reference for
Preschool Education, called for ongoing
support for those countries that still lack
education systems designed to benefit
every sector of society.

HEALTH & SCIENCE
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Cuba Prepared for Possible Radioactive Events
By LiviaRODRÍGUEZ

Following a massive accident caused by an
earthquake and subsequent tsunami at the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant of Japan
on March 11, 2011, the Cuban government
adopted a number of measures to confront
and manage the possible consequences of
a similar situation on the island.
Gladys López Bejerano, Director General
of the Center for Radiation Protection
and Hygiene (CPHR) has said that the
catastrophe severely affected the earth’s
health and ecology and tested Cuba’s
capacity to react to an event of this kind and
that the institution now formed part of a
multidisciplinary team created to assess the
impact of the industrial disaster.
She said that a systematic assessment
of radioactive levels around the country
had established that the event itself had
no direct or worrying consequences for the
Cuban population.
“However, CPHR implemented a
contingency plan that provided aid to
Cubans resident in Japan who wished
to return to the island, and monitored
foodstuffs like milk imported from
Canada and the United States to
determine the presence of radioactive
contaminants,” she added.
López Bejerano also said that the
Fukushima accident proved that even when
nuclear technologies are strictly controlled
to ensure their safe use, events that disrupt
their equilibrium can occur and pose a risk
to the world’s ecology and health,.
She noted that as a result, Cuba

maintained constant surveillance in this
regard. “This is where CPHR plays a role.
For 15 years now, the institution has been
monitoring the possible presence of
radioactive substances in the grass, the
rainwater and the soil”.
It also guarantees a scientific basis for
the safe use of peaceful
oriented nuclear techniques applied
in the country, in line with the policies for
the protection of workers, the general
population and the environment.
FUKUSHIMA CONTINUES TO POLLUTE
Junichi Sato, the director of Greenpeace
Japan, told the press that „there is no end
in sight for the Fukushima communities.
Nearly 100,000 persons have thus far
been unable to return to their homes and
many never will do so.“ The activist also
criticized the stance of local authorities
and accused them of lying about
radiation levels that still exist in the area
five years after the catastrophe.
According to experts, there is evidence
of the consequences of contamination on
the environment that range from damage
to animal DNA to tree mutations.
The Fukushima accident was rated a
Level 7 event, the highest category on the
International Nuclear and Radiological
Event Scale (INES), considered to be one
of the most severe nuclear accidents on
record and on a par with the Chernobyl,
Ukraine catastrophe in 1986.
The accident was caused by a 9.0
degree on the Richter scale earthquake, the
biggest recorded in 140 years in Japan and
caused waves of up to 40 meters. It severely
damaged the Tokyo Electric Power Plant
that had been operational since 1971.

New Vaccine Development In Cuba
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By ClaudiaDUPEIRÓN

The Cuban Biotechnological
and Pharmaceutical Industry
institution, BioCubaFarma, is
developing new vaccines to
increase the effectiveness
and security indicators of
pre-clinical trials conducted
on the population.
The
main
advances
include a tetravalent formula
to fight dengue by the Centre
for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (CIGB).
Researchers
from
the Finlay Institute are
conducting
tuberculosis
studies and specialists from
the Molecular Chemistry
Centre are developing a
contra-pneumococcus
heptavalent
compound
against.

The three studies were
awarded the 2015 National
Prize by the Cuban Academy
of Sciences in the Biomedical
Sciences category.
Another
contribution
includes a cholera vaccine,
a study jointly undertaken
by experts of the National
Scientific Research Centre,
the Pedro Kourí Tropical
Medicine Institute and the
Finlay Institute.
BioCubaFarma
is
currently working on another
dozen medical compounds
as part of their immunization
program.
Thanks
to
such
compounds, nine diseases
have been eradicated and
five have reduced infection

indicators.
Their most important
vaccine development relates
to the mass application of
one against hepatitis B.
Thanks to this, no case of
the illness has been reported
in children under the age
of five in Cuba since 1999.
BioCubaFarma Serves Public
Health BioCubaFarma is an
company styled organization
that
manufactures
medicines and state-of-theart technology to improve
human health and generate
goods and services for
export.
The
pharmaceutical
industry produces over 857
products included in the
Basic Medicines Group of the

Cuban Public Health System.
It simultaneously works in
the development of new
drugs.
BioCubaFarma
has
nationwide distribution chain
throughout Cuba, and has
802 international patents, It
exports to 48 countries.
B i o C u b a Fa r m a
exploits several business
modalities for international
growth that include joint
research and development
projects, distribution and
representation agreements,
technology-transfer
agreements and -- in
addition to fully owned
Cuban companies abroad
-- joint ventures in third
countries.
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Cuba on Family Remittances
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By RobertoSALOMÓN

The issue of family remittances worth
thousands of millions of dollars annually
and their ever increasing impact on the
financial world and national economies
was addressed during the 1st Conference
on International Money Transfers,
Payments & Forex Conference (IMTC)
Cuba 2016, held over two days in Havana.
Hugo Cuevas-Mohr, director of
IMTC & Mohr World Consulting, told
The Havana Reporter that the fact

that contacts with technologies now
commence in early childhood is rapidly
changing the industry.
Mohr was the principal organizer of
the event, attended by some 80 company
representatives from 14 countries that provide
remittances and related financial services.
According to him, these specialized
meetings facilitate an examination of
the future financial transfer trends of
migrants and are as such, a development

tool for savings and investment.
The remittance consultant Daniel
Trias and the head of business
development at INTERMEX, Eduardo
Azcarate, emphasized at the meeting
the importance of fostering a shared
knowledge and experiences culture and
supporting new ideas in the sector.
A global view of remittances, the
financial relationship between the
United States and Cuba, the
challenges facing the market and the role
of cards in the industry were amongst
topics included on the agenda.
Commenting on the role of cards, the
first vice president of Cuba’s
Central Bank (BCC) Margarita Martínez,
told the press that MasterCard bank cards
issued by non-U.S. banks, as well as those
issued by Stonegate Bank and the Banco
Popular of Puerto Rico, can be used for all
operations at ATMs in Havana, following
special requests for permission to process
them in the country.
This is now possible thanks to the
efforts made by the Cuban entities
responsible for processing MasterCard
and the foreign service provider that
facilitates the operations.
The conditions exist within the Cuban

banking network to process transactions
with cards issued by U.S. banks that
request services, but no U.S. dollars
transfers between the two countries exist,
she explained.
The use of the dollar in transactions
between Cuba and the United States
has been permitted since March, but to
date no such transactions have occurred
because the U.S. Blockade imposed
prohibition on Cuban banks opening
corresponding accounts in U.S. banks is
still in force.
Stonegate Bank is the only U.S. financial
institution authorized to issue cards for
use in Cuba and is the first one to establish
commercial links with the island.
Margarita Martínez said that the
conference represented an opportunity
to highlight the particular characteristics
of financial activity on the island and to
demonstrate that Cuba can ensure the
safe flow of money transfers.
According to a report by the World
Bank, hundreds of millions of dollars are
sent to southern countries via family
remittances.
The true figures are considerably
higher when informal money transfer
mechanisms are taken into account.

Young Catholics Gather In Havana
By Luis AntonioGÓMEZ

In line with the call made by Pope Francis to foster
a culture of mutual respect and understanding,
young Cuban catholic attended a 29th World Youth
Day 2016 gathering in late July.
About 1,500 young Cubans and bishops,
priests from the country’s Catholic dioceses and
other Christian churches, followed from Havana

the developments at a religious event in Krakow,
Poland, summoned by the Pope.
Such events have been held on the initiative of
Pope John Paul II since 1985.
The Cuban Catholic Church has participated on
a regular basis, but this time it decided to do so
from Havana because of the high cost of sending
an official representation to the European country.
To coincide with the event taking place in Krakow,
World Youth Day in Cuba was inaugurated by
Monsignor Juan García Rodríguez, the Archbishop
of Havana. At Cathedral Square, pilgrims received
the Cross blessed by Pope Francis during his
September 2015 visit.

A message from the Pope to young Cubans, calling
for the promotion of a culture of meetings, respect,
mutual understanding and forgiveness was read.
The message also called for expressions of
mercy and tenderness to those who are suffering
and in need.
Among other activities, the young participants
attended catechism lessons led by bishops, held
daily meetings and mass at churches in six of
Havana’s 15 municipalities.
They also took part in a Way of the Cross
procession through streets and emblematic places
in Old Havana, and held a Prayer Vigil in the gardens
of Santovenia House.

SPOTLIGHT ON
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Tales From Beneath A Green Tiled Roof....

She had stayed behind when relatives
and friends left the country, alone in a big
house with her memories, dogs and the
occasional company of an elderly cook.
She did got on with her neighbors
and had lost the will to live. She read
books all through the night, wandered at
dawn and retired to her bed for the day.....
So starts a tale about a haunted house
and a ghost that in darkness walked within.
It was rumored that the woman’s
children had perished in a horrific

accident and although untrue, Luisa
Catalina Rodríguez Faxas had in fact lost
her children.
When she was young, she asked a
gypsy to read her palm at a fun fair.
The fortune teller is said to have
turned pale and did not wish to reveal the
details of the reading.
She would only say that life held a sad
ending in store. And so it would be.
Luisa Catalina, a Cuban citizen born in
Barcelona, was the last owner of the well
known house with green tiles on Quinta
Avenida, in the neighborhood of Miramar,
which for many years was renowned for
its poor state of repair.
It had become impossible for the
impoverished Luisa to maintain her home.
Authorities in Havana offered her a
different house, but she never wished
to move.
It was rumored that her refusal was
because of a treasure buried somewhere
in the basement, or behind the walls.
The hidden treasure is just another
of many legends based on the architect
Jorge Luis Echarte designed mansion.
The house was built of brick, concrete
and American tiles. It has three floors, a

basement, a garage for four cars, a portal
and a very unique style.
Having being carefully restored
by Havana City Historian’s Office, the
house is now the headquarters of the
Centre for the Promotion of Modern and
Contemporary Architecture, Urbanism
and Design.
On November 1960, Luisa, her husband
– a distinguished lawyer – and their three
children travelled to the United States to
holiday in their Miami home. The day they
arrived in Florida, her husband, 47, died of
a heart attack.
Luisa was desperate and left a
paternal aunt looking after her children
and returned to Havana with the corpse.
She intended to transfer her husband’s
properties into her name, collect her
children and return to the Island.
However On January 3, 1961, Cuba
and the US broke relations and she
could not.
Travelling between both countries
became complicated. It was also difficult
to make phone calls and post letters.
Luisa was never to meet her
children again.
Towards the end of the 1960s, Luisa

PHOTO: Courtesy of juventud rebelde
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married a prestigious ophthalmologist,
something the family living in the US
considered unacceptable.
Her children asked her to never
contact them again. A short time later, she
separated from the ophthalmologist.
A niece of his accompanied her until
she died of a lung cancer on June 11,
1999, at the age of 77.
Her companion also passed away
six months later, and the house was left
empty and abandoned.

U.S. Ladies Choir Charms Cuban Audiences
A choir of lady graduates from Smith
College in the United States delighted
Cuban audiences in Matanzas and Havana
with pieces from the Italian baroque
repertoire, during the two performances
that made up its first visit to Cuba.
Conducted by maestro Jonathan
Hirsh, the one-and-a-half hour long
performances opened with Stabat Mater
by Giovanni Battista Pergolessi (17101736), and closed with Gloria by Antonio
Vivaldi (1678-1741).
The first concert was on July 28 at the
Church of San Pedro Apóstol in Matanzas,
some 100 kilometers east of Havana, and
the second one on July 29 at Havana’s
Teatro Nacional (National Theater)
Covarrubias Hall.
Sharing the stage with choir were the
Havana Chamber Orchestra, the Música
Eterna Orchestra, and the male voices
of the Cuban Exaudi, D´Profundis, Sine
Nominus, the Schola Cantorum Coralina
and Vocal Leo choirs and the Matanzas
Chamber Orchestra.
The program featured the choir’s
overall highly interpretative quality and
that of soprano Katie Lipow in particular,
during seven solo performances and as
a duet.

PHOTO: Courtesy of radiorebelde.cu

By Wilfredo ALAYÓN

Hirsh told The Havana Reporter that
teamwork between the U.S. and Cuban
musicians had not been strained because,
in addition to their dedication and prior
knowledge of the works, the Cuban artists
“are fabulous”.
Hirsh added that „apart from their

training, they were very open and warm.
This is the first time I have worked with
musicians whose honest work makes
them smile”, and he also sang the praises
of the Cuban public.
“I personally enjoy rehearsals more
than concerts, because concerts are for

the audience. This first trip to Cuba has far
exceeded our expectations,” the maestro
commented.
Hirsh got his master’s degree and
PhD as choir director at the University of
Michigan and completed his studies at
Amberst College.
José Antonio Méndez Valencia,
director of the Matanzas Choir said the
visit “compliments those already made by
U.S. choirs to our country this year”.
“These
represent
significant
exchanges between musicians and
choral groups. This one in particular was
very important for the performances of
great universal choir repertoire works,“
he stressed.
Founded in 1871 in Northampton,
Massachusetts, Smith College is one of
the United States’ largest universities,
specializing in women’s education.
Its choral program dates back to 1885,
and its choirs have traveled to Europe and
Central and South America.
The U.S. choir’s visit was organized
by the Music Institute, the Concert
Music Center of Cuba and Classical
Movements, an institution with 20 years
of experience in coordinating musical
groups tours to Cuba.
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THEATER
*Note: theater companies are in
parentheses.

Teatro Raquel Revuelta

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

Casa Guayasamín

Factoría Habana

RECOMMENDS
Dance Cuba
by Lizt Alfonso
Ballet Company
at Teatro
Nacional
Teatro Karl Marx

Línea esquina a B. Vedado. Tel: 7
833-0225. Sala Estudio. Fri. Aug.
19, 26, Sat. 20, 27 and Sun. 21,
28 (7 pm): ¨Palabras Insensatas¨
(Senseless Words) (Maniobras
Teatro).

Centro Cultural Bertolt
Brecht

Calle 1ra. y 10, Miramar, Playa,
Ciudad de La Habana. Tel: 7 2091991. Sat. 27 and Sun. 28 (5 pm):
¨Añejo Jardín¨ (Old Garden).
MUSIC

MUSIC

Teatro Martí

Pabellón Cuba Cultural
Center

Calle 23 e/ M y N. Vedado. Arte
Festival. “Tardes de jazz”:Thu.
Aug. 18 (5 pm): evening jazz
show: Cucho Valdés and his
band. Guest: Mayra Caridad
Valdés. Thu. Sep. 1 (5 pm):
Evening jazz: Dennys Carbó and
Jazz en Trance. Thu. Aug. 25 (5
pm): Evening jazz: Ruy LópezNussa and La Academia.

Teatro Nacional de Cuba
Loma y 39, Plaza de la
Revolución Tel: 7 878-5590. Café
Cantante Mi Habana. Wed. Aug.
24, 31 (5 pm): Qva LIbre band
performs.

Teatro América
Avenida Galiano, Esq. A
Concordia. Centro Habana. Tel: 7
862- 5416.
Fri. aug. 19 (8:30 pm): Pupy y los
que Son Son band.

Obra Pía e/ Oficios y
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 861- 3843. Through
August: Photo exhibition with
the dedications made by
Guayasamín to Fidel Castro.

Museo de Naipes (Card
Museum)
Muralla e Inquisidor, Plaza
Vieja. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
860-1534.Through August:
Exhibition “Satiras de la Politica”
(Political Satires), featuring
cards with caricatures of
different international political
figures from the 20th and 21st
centuries.

Vitrina de Valonia

Calle O´ Reilly e/ Habana y
Aguiar. Habana Vieja. Tel: 8649518. Thru. Aug. 20: Exhibition
“Clara Porset… el eterno
retorno (Clara porset… the
Eternal Return). Curator: Concha
Fontenla and Luis Ramírez.

Museo de la Farmacia
Habanera
Calle Teniente Rey e/ Habana y
Compostela. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
866-7556. Temporary exhibition
“Las farmacias antiguas
vistas desde sus frascos” (Old
Drugstores as Seen through
their Bottles).

NIGHTCLUBS &
NIGHTCLUBS
& CABARETS
CABARETS
Teatro Nacional de Cuba

MUSEUMS AND
MUSEUMS
AND GALLERIES
GALLERIES
Casa Juan Gualberto
Gomez
Calle 13 esquina a I. Vedado. Tel:
832-9359. Fri. Aug. 19, 26, Sat.
20, 27 (8:30 pm) and Sun. 21, 28
(5 pm): ¨Otra vez Jehová con el
cuento de Sodoma¨ (Jehovah
tells the story of Sodom again)
(Pequeño Teatro de La Habana).

Calle Dragones y Zulueta.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866- 7153.
Fri. Aug. 19 – Sun. Sep. 11 (6 pm):
“Los Miserables,” a musical by
Claude-Michel Schönberg and
Alain Boublil. General direction:
Alfonso Menéndez.

Empedrado e/ Habana y
Compostela, Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 866-4114. Through August:
Exhibition “La Historia en
Imágenes” (History in Images)
by Perfecto Romero, featuring
30 photos with images of
Fidel, Camilo, Che and other
outstanding figures.

San Ignacio e/ Muralla y
Teniente Rey. Plaza Vieja. Tel:
7 868 -3561.Thru. August:
Exhibition “Historias de
Locomotoras” (Stories about
Locomotives) with photos by
Swiss Meter Hubler (mechanical
engineer), and illustrations by
members of the Cuban Strip
Cartoonist Association.

Avenida Paseo y 39. Vedado. Tel:
7 878-4275. Café Cantante. Wed.
Aug. 3 (5 pm): Qva Libre band
performs.

ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

AROUND

Casa de la Música de
Miramar

Diablo Tun Tun

Submarino Amarillo
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17th edition of the Cuban
Art Festival “Arte en la
Rampa 2016”

Date: July 1-September 18
Calle 17 e/ 4 y 6. Vedado.Tel: Tel:
7 830-6808. Sat. Aug. 27 (11 pm):
Sweet Lizzy Project (rock music).
Avenida 35 esq. a 20, Miramar,
Playa. Tel: 7 204-8348. Tue. Aug.
23, 30 (11 pm): Pedrito Calvo y
la Nueva Justicia band. Fri. 26 (
5 pm): El Niño y la Verdad band.
Sat. 27 (5 pm): Cristian and Rey.
Mon. 29 (11 pm): Sur Caribe
band performs.

Jardines del Mella

Avenida 35 esq. a 20, Miramar,
Playa. Tel: 7 204-8348. Wed. 24,
31 (11 pm): Osain del Monte
performs. Thu. 18, 25 (11 pm):
José Luis Cortés and his Ng
band. Fri. 26 (5 pm): Vacilón. Sat.
27 (5 pm): Gens (rock band).

DANCE

DANCE

Main venue: Pabellón Cuba exhibition site, Havana
This year’s art festival is dedicated to the 90th birthday
of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro Ruz and the 30th
anniversary of the Hermanos Saíz Association. Opening
performance by La Colmenita Children’s Troupe. Director: Tin
Cremata.

Teatro Nacional

Centro Cultural Bertolt
Brecht

August 25 to 28: Hip Hop performances all over Havana
sponsored by the Hermanos Saiz Association.

Calle Línea e/ A y B . Vedado. Tel:
7 833-8696. Sat. Aug. 27 (5 pm):
Pablo Menéndez and Mezcla
band.

Calle 13 esquina a I. Vedado. Tel:
7 832-9359. Café Teatro. Fri. Aug.
26 (11 pm): Sweet Lizzy Project
(rock music).

Avenida Paseo y 39. Vedado. Tel:
7 878-4275. Sala Avellaneda.
Sun. Aug. 14 (5 pm): Dance Cuba
show by Lizt Alfonso Ballet
Company.
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Arts Museum Hosts Olympic Games Exhibition
By CossetLAZO
To coincide with the Rio 2016
Olympic Games that opened
on August 5 last, the National
Museum of Fine Arts is hosting
the “Mens sana in corpore sano.
Deporte en la antigüedad”
exhibition this summer.
The Games that date back to
Ancient Greece are the theme
of the exhibition that seeks to
highlight the importance of
physical exercise for personal
happiness and a full life.
This interesting exhibition is
housed in the Transitional Hall
of the Museum’s Universal Arts
Building and includes ceramic
pieces and small and medium
sized sculptures that form part
of the six-decade-old “Conde de
Lagunillas” collection.
Dedicated to the massive
multidisciplinary
sporting
event in which athletes from
all over the world participate,
the exhibition also includes two
coins on loan from the National
Numismatics Museum.
These show the manner in

which sports were practiced
in ancient times and a range of
disciplines, some of which are
still practiced today.
One of the exhibition’s
main attractions is a series
of exchanges with legendary
Cuban Olympians which bring
audiences closer to the universe
of these international events.
Sports were very important to
the Ancient Greeks and children
practiced physical exercise in order
to improve their quality of life.
According
to
historical
records, the modern Olympic
Games date back to the VIII
century BC and were organized
by the Greeks.
The idea to resurrect the
tradition came in 1896, when a
delighted city of Athens hosted
the first Games of a new era.
Every four years since –
except for 1916, 1940 and 1944,
because if the first and second
world wars -- cities around the
globe have hosted the sporting
extravaganza.

Electronic Waves By the Beach
By YoeSUÁREZ

The coastline of Santa Cruz del Norte,
in the Cuban province of Mayabeque,
played host to the sixth edition of Cuba’s
largest electronic music festival, under
the tiltle of “VeranoenJibacoa” (Summer
in Jibacoa).
Featuring nine Cuban DJs that
included Lejardi and Xander Black, the
Hermanos Saíz Association and local
government sponsored event brought

nearly 30,000 young Cubans together.
Several music companies like
AgenciaCubana del Rap (Cuban Rap
Agency) and Laboratorio Nacional de
Música Electrónica (National Electronic
Music Laboratory) joined forces to ensure
the success of the summer festival.
Music genres like rap and rock alternated
between three performance areas.

Osamu, Karamba, NubeRoja, Primera
Base, Revelación Urbana and Enfusión
were amongst guest bands.
Noel Soca, provincial director of
education, culture and sport, told the press
shortly before the event’s opening that
the event attracts a large number of young
people, mostly university students, so “we
wanted to offer them the best possibly

conceived cultural event possible”.
People from all around Cuba
come to the festival, mostly from
Mayabeque, Matanzas and Havana,
the bordering areas.
The concerts began at night and
continued until daybreak. As previously,
participants could rent tents at reasonable
prices with room for four persons.

PHOTO FEATURE
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Cuba’s Most
Revered
Sanctuary
By Roberto F.CAMPOS

The National Basilica-Sanctuary of Nuestra Señora de la
Caridad (Our Lady of Charity) del Cobre, in the province
of Santiago de Cuba, is a special place for both religious
pilgrims and tourists from all over the world, interested
in knowing the traditions and the history of the site.
Built in 1926 in the town of El Cobre, the church
stands on Cerro de la Cantera hill and can be accessed
from a side road, or by climbing its 254 steps.
At least 500 visitors arrive daily to appreciate the
treasures within, including an image of the Virgin, a

solid silver altar, other valuable ornamental objects
and a remarkable array of offerings left in honor of
the Virgin.
These include the gold medal Ernest Hemingway
received in 1954 when he was awarded the Nobel prize
for literature, other gold items, jewels and other precious
stones and personal effects and objects left by devotee’s
that are guaranteed to arouse any visitors’ curiosity.
Belonging to the Roman Catholic Archdioceses of
Santiago de Cuba, the church was declared a Basilica on

December 22, 1977 by pope John Paul VI who, during
a mass in Santiago de Cuba two days later, placed a
golden rosary in the Virgin’s hands.
The Basilica was also visited by pope Francisco in
2015, during his official trip to Cuba.
The Virgin, Cuba’s patron saint since May 1916 –
following a request submitted by the veterans of the
War of Independence to pope Benedict XV one year
before – was crowned on December 20, 1936, by order
of pope Pius XI.
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Six Months of Morales Government In Guatemala
Six months after coming to power, the
Jimmy Morales government shows signs
of declining authority and is proving the
theory that this political „outsider“ never
had a serious plan for Guatemala.
Regardless of his relentless efforts
to highlight small steps in education,
health, infrastructure and especially
security, the president’s red numbers
indicate unfavorable public opinion, even
amongst some who were members of his
team at the outset.
The resignation of two ministers,
the possible dismissal of a third, the
dismissal of two deputy ministers and the
resignation of another two, are just some
of the consequences of the 47-year-old
president’s inexperience.
More than 60 percent of the
population rate his performance as bad
and question his tendency to follow a
militarist and rightwing course of action.
A poll conducted by the Prensa Libre
daily newspaper revealed that 8,336 of
20,273 (60 percent) people questioned
regard the performance of the winner
of a presidential election marked by
frustration at the work of traditional
politicians and anger at the level of
corruption in Guatemala, as ineffective.
Politicians, social activists and
experts from different sectors all agree
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By IsabelSOTO

that Morales is refusing to adopt the
structural reforms required to change
the reality of one of the countries most
affected by inequality, exclusion, violence,
malnutrition and other related problems.
These sectors point to the president
because he seems intent on turning the
military into the protagonists of the few
civil works promoted in the country and
consequently into the force needed to
change the country.
On taking office, Morales ordered
the army to build nearly eight thousand
kilometers of roads and highways,

produce school desks, supply hospitals
with wheelchairs and undertake other
works of benefit to the people.
Based on their involvement in such
social projects, he decided to hold a
public parade to mark the anniversary
of the military institution on June 30.
However, popular opposition was so
intense that he had to withdraw his
proposal and celebrate the date in the air
force grounds.
An increase in the army budget and
a reduction in funding for a program
created to compensate victims of the

armed conflict – to only $3.2 million of
$38 million assigned for the year- are
interpreted as another sign of where the
president’s scales are inclined to tilt.
In a report on his presidential
performance during his first six months in
power,he referred to the sweeping offensive
against gangs and the dismantling of a
number of their cells and the consequent
arrest of almost 200 gang members.
Morales also highlighted the
progressive reduction of violent deaths,
particularly those caused by firearms and
bladed weapons.
Between March and June, there were
123 homicides less than in the same
period last year, he said.
He also referred to a reduction of the
fiscal gap which, according to Morales,
permitted a pay rise for civil police
officers and the reopening of services at
some hospitals.
Education and health workers in
Guatemala, however, have a different
view of reality.
Faced with criticism for neglecting
such basic human rights, the president’s
reply caused outrage when he said that
such concerns were those “of people who
have problems or are resentful and of
those who own no businesses and hold
no share of power.”

Ecuador Recovers from Earthquake
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By SinayCÉSPEDES

The joint efforts of government, the
private sector and the general population
have ensured that the Ecuadorian
coastal region severely damaged by an
earthquake last April 16, is recovering
from the consequent destruction.
One hundred days after the earthquake
that left 671 dead and losses amounting

to more than 3.3 billion (thousand
million) dollars, an investment program
worth 540 million dollars -- according to
figures provided by Vice President Jorge
Glass – has been implemented thus far.
Latest Victims Register estimates
reveal 68 thousand families or 231 000
people were affected by the strongest

earthquake the South American country
has faced in years.
One of the most important and
humane achievements to date is he
reopening of schools for 55,000 (100%)
children living in the provinces of Manabí
and Esmeraldas. These were the most
affected by the natural phenomenon.
In order to guarantee classes in these
regions, the government provided a
fund of 50 million dollars to build 26
provisional educational centers that
cater for all students.
Over 2 000 private businesses and
companies had reopened by July 19,
thanks to the granting of credits worth
over 46 million dollars.
26 shelters providing meals, basic
services and medical assistance to more
than 9 thousand families whose homes
were destroyed or badly damaged were
fitted out by the National government.
Three months after the earthquake,
the first of these shelters – which had
housed 93 families – was closed.
51 families chose a settlement bonus;
39 the rental bonus (economic incentive
provided by the State), and 3 repaired
their own houses.
Finding a solution to the
housing problem is a priority for
the National Government.

It has an ambitious plan to complete
4 000 houses by next December and a
total of 10 000 by the end of President
Rafael Correa’s term on office next May.
In order to achieve this objective,
the government is working on 16 resettlement projects: 11 in Manabí; 3 in
Esmeraldas; 1 in Santo Domingo de los
Tsáchilas, and 1 in Babahoyo.
The recovery and reconstruction work
is providing over 13 000 jobs collecting
rubble, cleaning up the area and in the
construction of new buildings; an important
source of income for many victims.
The rehabilitation of the road
infrastructure is another dream realized and
already communications with all the areas
affected by the earthquake are functional.
Improvements are tangible and
Ecuador is standing upright again thanks
to the joint work and the assistance of
other governments and international
organizations such as the UN, whose
financial, humanitarian and technical aid
has been a breath of fresh air in areas
defined by damage.
However, a lot remains to be done. As
the Vice President said, “Reconstruction
is a long and complex road, something
all Ecuadorians should not forget. The
challenges are immense and it will take
years to recover everything.”

ECONOMY
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Electronics Industry Takes a New Turn
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By Cira RODRÍGUEZ

The Entrepreneurial Group of the Electronic, Information
Technology, Automation and Communication Industry
(GELECT in Spanish) participated in the 2nd edition of
the Cubaindustria 2016 International Convention for

the capture new markets.
The sector is viewed as one of those best positioned
to contribute to the development of the economy because of the scientific talent of its specialists.
GELECT creates high-level products, designs and
services that compete on both national and the
international markets.
Yamilé Herrera, GELECT’s business director said that
it is important to show to the world the how the Cuban
electronic industry has developed to date.
The Group offers solutions to the information
technology, renewable energy, automation, energy
efficiency, electrical appliances, security systems and
communication technology fields.
An important objective of the industry is the
identification of potential business opportunities and
investments for the restructuring of their industrial
plant to meet national and international demands.
“We endeavor to stay well on top of developments
in order to achieve efficient, feasible and competitive
results for Cuban industry,” Herrera added.
Initiatives in this regard are aimed at reduce imports

and increase the integration of national components,
something achieved through cooperation projects
with Chinese companies like Haier.
The GELECT’s product range includes induction
cookers, LED lights, photovoltaic panels, UPS,
computers, TV sets and printer cartridges.
Cuba has recently been concentrating on solar
energy generation, a renewable higher impact
energy source.
As a result, the production capacity of photovoltaic
units has been enhanced and new designs and
solutions have been introduced in systems that are
either self standing or interconnected to the national
electrical energy system.
This goal requires the modernization of
technological and production processes for the
efficient manufacture of quality products.
On this basis, analysts consider that the Cuban
electronics industry is now poised to meet many
demands today satisfied by imports.
An increase in national production would generate
enhanced profits.

Diverse Quality Cuban Honey Products
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By RobertoSALOMÓN

Cuba is implementing a development
program until 2030 to better exploit its
beekeeping productive potential and
to develop new products with higher
added values.
Over the past few years, the country
has invested more than $10 million to
modernize beekeeping equipment of
at the two honey processing plants
that exist in Cuba, one in the center and
the other in the east. The construction
of a third in the west is expected to
commence soon.
The investment included the supply
of new technological laboratory

equipment and the assembly of a
bottling system, which processes three
tons of honey daily, three times more
than in the past.
Sector leaders have said that
although the sector already contributes
more than $20 million annually to the
Cuban economy, increased bee honey
extraction levels would enhance the
variety of products on offer and further
stimulate revenue streams.
Miriam Concepción Apiasmin,
the sales manager at APICUBA (the
Cuban honey producing group), told
The Havana Reporter that Apiasmin,

a combination of honey, propolis
and pollen that has a high nutritive
content,
is
energy-giving
and
enhances the immunological system,
was one such product.
The group also produce Propomiel,
highly effective in fighting the flu and
respiratory diseases, Panmiel, a quality
honey with a high pollen content
and Proforte, an excellent nutritional
supplement made from diverse beehive
elements.
The sector is also working with other
Cuban entities such as Laboratorios
Farmacéuticos
(Pharmaceutical
Laboratories, LABIOFAM), CubaRon S.A.
firm and Tecnoazúcar (from AZCUBA
sugar group) to market their latest
products.
According to APICUBA director
Lázaro Bruno García, some 160,000
boxes of rum with honey are expected
to be produced next year and
pharmaceutical products like Ferrical (to
fight anemia) are already in production,
as are candies, cosmetics and other
honey, pollen, royal jelly and propolis
based products in collaboration with
the aforementioned institutions and
others like the Public Health Ministry.

The production of healthier and
higher quality organic honey is also
being increased to satisfy increasing
demand on the international market.
Cuba produces some 8,000 tons of
honey annually, 6,500 of which are for export.
Considerably greater volumes are
expected to be produced in the mid
and long terms.
Many of the above products were
on display during a trade show at
the 12th Latin American Congress on
Apiculture and the 6th Cuban Congress
on Apiculture, held at the Havana
Convention Center, where delegates
from 25 countries Latin American,
European, Asian and African nations
participated.
The president of the Latin American
Federation of Apiculture, Misael Cuevas
Bravo, praised Cuba’s achievements in
diversifying honey production.
This, he noted, is not seen in other
countries in the region or other parts
of the world, where agri-business has
turned beekeepers into mere honey
producers for first world countries
which, in turn, industrialize their raw
material and thus obtain the greatest
economic benefit.
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Cuba and Saudi Arabia Forge Stronger Commercial Ties
The signing of five agreements over a six year period between
Cuba and the Saudi Arabian Fund for Development shows the
interest both have in strengthening trade links, something
particularly highlighted by the last two agreements on the
development of the Island’s water system.
The parties recently signed a loan agreement to finance
a rehabilitation project for the water supply and disposal
systems in the city of Cárdenas.
Rodrigo Malmierca, the Cuban Minister of Foreign
Trade and Investment, and Ahmed M. Al-Ghannam, General
Director of the for the Saudi Arabian Development Fund
Export Program, signed the agreements.
It has been agreed that the Saudi Arabian Fund will offer
long-term credit worth 29 million dollars to guarantee the
construction of a new water pump and mains to supply
drinking water to the city of Cárdenas, which is situated
close to the beach resort of Varadero.
To this end, secure sources will be exploited in order to
improve and protect public health, the sewage system is
to be revamped and a drainage system and new sewage
treatment plant will be built.
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By MiriamCÉSAR

The Cuban side can supply qualified personnel for
the execution of the project but needs financing for the
acquisition of materials, equipment and spare parts.
The second financing agreement will facilitate the

importation of goods to the value of 50 million dollars from
Saudi Arabia and is to be repaid within five years.
This is the fourth loan granted by the Fund and the third
to be used in the water sector, but the financing agreement
is a first.
Malmierca thanked Saudi Arabia and emphasized the
long-term financing and “its excellent conditions.” He added
that the credit will permit the construction of new facilities.
The Cuban official also said that “beyond the substantial
figures involved, what matters are the friendly bonds that
join the two countries, and their willingness to cooperate
and share.”
He said that the first contracts for the supply of
agricultural equipment had already been signed, something
that will contribute to the development of bilateral trade.
The General Director of the Saudi Arabian Development
Fund Export Program spoke of the importance of
consolidating cooperation in the trade and development
sectors, and expressed his appreciation for the special
support of Cuban Ambassador in Saudi Arabia for his
contribution to the signing of these agreements.
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Deserved Olympic Glory for Moreno
By AdriánMENGANA
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The charismatic Cuban athlete,
retired
hammer-thrower
Yipsi
Moreno, is to be awarded the Beijing
2008 Olympic title -- a deserved
reward for an outstanding career
– following the disqualification for
doping of the Belarusian champion,
Aksana Miankova.
Moreno won three world titles
– Edmonton 2001, Paris 2003 and
Helsinki 2005 – and came fourth in
Osaka 2007, just 2 cm behind the
German athlete, Betty Heidler.
However, an Olympic gold
medal always seemed just beyond
her grasp.
She finished fourth with a throw
of 68.33m, in her first Olympics in
Sydney 2000, behind the bronze
medallist, German Kirsten Münchow,
with 69.28m.
Moreno was clear favorite four
years later in Athens and threw
73.36m, but finished second behind
the Russian, Olga Kuzenkova, who set
a new Olympic record with 75.05m.
The Cuban won silver again in
Beijing 2008, with 75.20m throw,
a record that was only beaten by
Miankova (76.34), who neither
before nor since had been able to
reach the podium in a major world
competition.
In her last Olympic Games, in
London 2012, Yipsi Moreno came

sixth with a throw of 74.60m.
Moreno retired following her
success in the Veracruz 2015 Central
American and Caribbean Games.
Born in the province of Camagüey
on November 19, 1980, she will now
receive her Beijing 2008 Games gold
medal as a result of doping by the
European player.
The World Anti-doping Agency
announced that Miankova had
tested positive in a retroactive test
conducted with new technology.
This not the first time the Cuban
athlete has been crowned this way.
In 2013, an analysis of Kuzenkova’s
second test established that the
player had used a prohibited
substance during the Helsinki 2007
World Championship.
After her disqualification by the
International Olympic Committee,
Moreno was granted her third
consecutive world title.
When the medal is righteously
bestowed on the former hammerthrower , it will bring to three the
number of gold medals won by Cuba
in the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.
The first was won by the Greco-Roman
wrestler Mijaín López and the second
by 110m hurdler, Dayron Robles.
It will also bring Cuba, the leader
in Latin America and the Caribbean,
up to 19th place overall.

Cuba For Indoor Football World Cup Finals
The Cuban team will add to the
atmosphere of the VIII Indoor
Football World Cup Finals
Colombia-2016,
scheduled
to run from September 10 to
October 1 next. This will be
their fifth time to participate in
the event first held in Holland
in 1989.
Although five appearances
in eight such finals indicates
consistency and is a great
achievement for such a small
country, the Cuban’s results in
the competition are somewhat
of a bad joke that leaves a lot to
be desired.
Since their debut in Spain
1996, the islanders have a
tally of just one victory and
12 defeats and an appalling
balance of 24 goals for and 92
against, resulting in their always
having been knocked out in
the group stages and twice
finishing last.
Cuba
will
have
an
opportunity to redeem itself, to
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By YasielCANCIO

rise phoenix like from the ashes,
to rewrite history and to change
its World Cup image.
It should be remembered
though, that the agonizing
qualification for Colombia-2016

came by taking the fourth and
last available place on offer in
the North, Central American
and Caribbean Indoor Football
Confederation Championships.
It does seem that Cuba

could shine this time around in
the home of the world’s finest
coffee. The World Cup draw
left them in Group B, alongside
Egypt, Thailand and favorites to
advance, Russia.

Under the careful eye of
coach Clemente Reinoso and
captained by veteran Jhonnet
Martínez, the only survivor from
the last team to qualify back in
2008 , the team can realistically
expect to beat both Thailand
and Egypt, teams of only
average ability.
Cuba has the added
advantage of gifted players
like Kevin Mariño and Sandy
Domínguez, who will give their
all in Colombia to create the
correct impression and perhaps,
put a smile on the faces of their
fans back home.
Other
Latin
American
hopefuls
are
Colombia,
Panamá, Paraguay, Guatemala,
Costa Rica, Argentina and the
five time World Cup winners
-- 1989, 1992, 1996, 2008, 2012
– and favorites again this time
around, Brazil.
Can Cuba improve on past
Indoor Football World Cup final
performances...? Here’s hoping!
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