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TOURISM

U.S. Chain Manages Hotel in Havana
JimenaDÍAZ

For the first time in over half a century, a U.S. chain is
running a hotel in Cuba: the Four Points by Sheraton in
Havana. Washington however continues to prohibit U.S.
citizens visiting the island as tourists.
On June 28 last, the Starwood chain started
operating the 186-room facility in the residential area
of Miramar, west of Havana, as part of a contract with
the Gaviota group.
Jorge Giannattasio, Starwood‘s chief of Latin
American Operations said that “The project is a great
achievement and in my opinion a big step forward for
both Starwood and the Cuban hotel industry,“ said.
The Four Points by Sheraton – previously Hotel
Quinta Avenida –required a special license granted by
the Department of the Treasury to come into being
because bilateral business relations are still subject to
the blockade prohibitions, in force since 1962.

The official from one of world’s leading chains added
that,“This is a unique, special, once-in-a-lifetime moment.
With this iconic opening we believe that we are building
a bridge that will allow travelers from all latitudes to
better experience the world.”
The chairman of the Gaviota group, Carlos Latuff, also
considers this “a new chapter in the history of the Cuban
hotel industry,” and “the beginning of a long working
relationship.”
In a press conference from Washington, the assistant
spokesman of the Department of State, Mark Toner, said
that the event would favor the process of normalizing
relations between both countries.
“There are benefits from this type of investment.
Providing quality and secure accommodation to authorized
travelers will increase people-to-people contacts and will
benefit the normalization process,” he added.

Toner added that the development would also
contribute to “the training of Cuban hotel and tourism
sector staff for the sector“.
The Starwood representatives said the chain plans
to run another two facilities in Havana: the Inglaterra
Hotel, with 83 rooms ( belonging to the Gran Caribe
Group hotel), and the Santa Lucía Hotel (of the
Habaguanex group). The latter is located in Havana’s
historic centre and faces the entrance to the bay.
A contract has already been signed for the
administration of the Inglaterra Hotel, opposite
Parque Central.
A letter of intent has been drafted in the case of
the Santa Lucía Hotel and it is hoped that this soon
will translate into business.
Even with the blockade still in force, the number
of visitors from the United States increased by 93% in
the first four months of 2016.
During the same period in 2015, 94 thousand
visitors arrived in the country, according to
official statistics.
The increase is the result of the approval of 12
general license categories by the Barack Obama
government, which has led to predictions of even
further growth should tourist travel be approved.
Cuban estimates that the country will receive
a record number of more than 3.7 million foreign
visitors in 2016. Last year the country welcomed over
3.5 million visitors.
Today, the so-called clean industry is one of the
most dynamic sectors of the Cuban national economy,
and the second source of foreign currency income.
According to government statistics it brought in 1,940
million dollars in 2015.
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The Audacity To Dream
By MartaCABRALES

When the people of the Cuban province
of Sancti Spiritus celebrate the 63rd
anniversary of the attack on the Moncada
Barracks on July 26 next, they will be
paying homage to one the most glorious
acts in the history of the struggle for the
liberation of their homeland.
The resistance that followed the March
10, 1952 coup -- that left the country
under the control of a cruel dictatorship
-- was primarily driven by the generation

of a young lawyer and graduate of the
University of Havana Fidel Castro, leader
of a group of combatants from all over
the country willing to risk their lives in
support of their cause.
At 5.12am on a carnival Sunday
in Santiago de Cuba, the young
revolutionaries launched an un fearing
and audacious assault on the far superior
numerically and better armed forces
within the nation’s second military fortress.

They drew their inspiration from the
thinking of Jose Marti, whose centenary
had been celebrated in January of the
same year.
Even though the intended element of
surprise did no transpire and the action
consequently failed in it’s fundamental
purpose of taking the barracks
occupied by the tyrannical forces of
dictator Fulgencio Batista, it marked the
commencement of the last stage of the
Cuban struggle for independence.
The city suffered a horrific bloodbath
in the days following the attack. Many
of insurgents were brutally tortured
and murdered in cold blood. Suspects
were relentlessly hunted down and the
surviving leaders were put on trial and
jailed for the daring raid.
Exile in Mexico followed a 1955
amnesty, from where plans for a final
campaign against Batista were prepared.
It was on December 2, 1956 that the now
famous yacht named Granma touched
ground on Cuba’s eastern shore and the
82 rebels aboard set out for freedom.
The 26 of July Movement, formed as a
political force to give form to the desire
for radical change in Cuba, became the
primary promoter of the cause and the

Rebel Army, created by the Granma
landing became an armed wing
sustained by the rural population of
the Sierra Maestra mountains and other
clandestine revolutionaries.
Five years, five months and five
days after the Moncada attack, Fidel
Castro declared from the balcony of the
city council building in Santiago, that
the rebels had routed the Dictatorship.
A JOYFUL SANCTI SPIRITUS
It was on the 26th of July following
the revolutionary triumph of January
1, 1959 that the date was declared
the National Day of Rebellion and
celebrated primarily in Havana and
Santiago de Cuba.
For some decades past however, the
festivities are held in other provinces as
a celebration by a proud and content
local population of the social, economic
and political progress attained.
It was announced on June 11 last
that the central province of Sancti
Spiritus would this year be home to the
central act celebrating 63 years since
the historic assault and the days since
have spent in preparation.

Cuba And Portugal Forge Stronger Ties
By MarthaANDRÉS

A memorandum of understanding
between diplomatic institutions and
a program for cooperation in sectors
such as science, sports and culture were
the most significant results of a visit
to Cuba by Portugal’s Foreign Minister,
Augusto Santos, last month.
During a stay that commenced
on June 27, the Foreign Minister
undertook a range of activities that all
served to express interest in enhancing
cooperation between the two countries.
Santos thanked his host, Bruno
Rodríguez, for making his first visit to Cuba
possible and he highlighted the possibilities
that existed for cooperation between
two states that share both a similar sized
population and national territory.
For his part, the Cuban diplomatic

chief stated that links between both
nations were characterized by a fluid
and cordial exchanges of opinions and
he confirmed a desire to extend trade
and investment ties.
Rodriguez also thanked Portugal for
its stance against the now more than
fifty year old economic, commercial and
financial Blockade of Cuba by the U.S.
and indicated his support for enhanced
cultural, technical and scientific and
academic relations, commercial and
investment cooperation and the
reception of Portuguese tourists.
Both ministers were present for the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
on cooperation between their diplomatic
institutions, that according to Cuban foreign
Ministry communication, gives form to
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the reciprocal interest in establishing and
developing of joint collaborations.
In addition to the Memorandum,
Cuba and Portugal signed a Program
for Cooperation between 2016 and
2019 in the language, education,
science, culture, youth, sport and social
communication fields.
During his time in Cuba Santos also
met with Cuba’s first vice-president Miguel
Díaz-Canel, with whom he discussed isues
regarding world affairs and concurred on
the positive state of bilateral ties and their
potential for development.
The Portuguese minister also took
advantage of his visit to proclaim
during a conference he presented to
the Institute of International Relations
in Havana in favor of more intense

.

.

and culturally centered political and
economic talks between Latin America,
the Caribbean and Europe.
Santos, who also visited the
Center for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology, added that cultural
dialogue should not be viewed merely
as economic or geopolitical window
dressing, but rather as a decisive
instrument to bring about a more equal
and just international order.
He emphasized the importance of the
Latin American economy, led by nations
such as Brazil, Mexico and Argentina and
he reiterated that there were different
forms of promoting ties between Europe,
Latin America and the Caribbean,
amongst which rank cooperation accords
and academic exchanges.

.
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Ceasefire Moves Colombia Closer
to Lasting Peace

the executive and Colombia’s largest
guerrilla movement corroborates their
commitment to contribute to a new
culture that bans the use of arms in the
exercise of politics.
Likewise, it paves the road to a
definitive end to offensive actions
between state force and the FARCEP and prepares institutions and the
country for the reincorporation of
guerrillas into civilian life.
These achievements mean that
peace in Colombia is no longer a dream
but an attainable goal and the president
went on to say “we sense that the war is
coming to an end, making it is possible,
so, we are going to build it.”
Meanwhile, the FARC-EP leader,
Timoleón Jiménez, expressed the desire
for an end to war in the country. “The

PHOTO: Félix Albisu

Colombia is closer to peace now that
the government and the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s
Army (FARC-EP) have signed an
agreement for a bilateral and definitive
ceasefire and end to hostilities.
Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos said that the accords, which
also set out terms for the guerrillas to
lay down arms and contain security
guarantees for their reintegration into
society, do not establish definite peace
but are the prelude to it.
At the agreement signing ceremony
in Havana, the president stated that
there are many issues to be resolved
before the signing of a Final Agreement
in Colombia.
However, he stressed, that both the
government and the FARC-EP agree
on the need to resolve them promptly
and to sign a definitive peace accord
to put an end to more than 50 years of
suffering caused by the armed conflict.
Santos said that the end of the
conflict is the starting point for
Colombians, united in diversity, to have a
country with opportunities for everyone.
In this sense, the agreement between

PHOTO: Miguel Guzman Ruiz

By José GabrielMARTÍNEZ

Colombian people will turn their backs
on those who continue taking the
country to a holocaust,” he said before
the presidents and other international
dignitaries who witnessed the official
signing of the accords.
Cuban President Raúl Castro stated
that as guarantor and host of the peace
talks that began in November 2012,
Cuba will continue to offer all necessary
facilities and modestly, discreetly and
with profound respect for all positions
will do whatever possible to support
the process.
Peace will not only be a victory for
Colombia but for all America, he said.
The Community of Latin American
and Caribbean States has already
reached a milestone in its young
history: the proclamation of the region

as a zone of peace, an event that also
took place in Havana in 2014.
The Cuban president stressed that
the end of the conflict “will be a sign of
our people’s committed opposition to
the use of violence and armed force and
in favor of understanding.”
Raul Castro added that the
attainment of peace will cast a ray of
hope for millions of people in the planet
who continue to fear for their survival
“in a world of war and violence,”
He stated that peace is not a utopia,
but the legitimate right of every human
being, of every country, a fundamental
condition for everyone’s enjoyment.
As a result of the peace process,
the end of a conflict that has left more
than 200,000 people dead in Colombia
seems closer now than ever before.

U.S. and Dominican Companies Explore Opportunities in Cuba
About 50 Dominican companies that
operate in duty-free zones and a U.S.
delegation from the state of Arkansas
recently held talks in Havana to establish
or increase trade with Cuba.
The Dominican business delegation is
the largest and most diverse that has ever
come to Cuba, the Dominican Deputy
Minister for Economic Affairs and Business
Negotiations, César Dargam, said.
The Arkansas delegation was led by
Agriculture Secretary, Wes Ward, and the
talks were a continuation of those opened
by Arkansas governor Asa Hutchinson in
Havana in 2015.
The delegation recognized the great
prospects that exist for Arkansas to
sell agricultural items and foodstuffs in
general to the island and that such trade
is negatively affected by the U.S. blockade
of Cuba, they commented.
María de la Luz B‘Hamel, the Foreign
Trade and Investment Ministry’s
director for North America said that
Washington’s restrictions make U.S.
products less competitive.
She also said that executive measures
approved by U.S Department of
Commerce regulating bodies to ease the
situation are insufficient.
Both Ward and the president and

PHOTO: Vladimir Molina

AdrianaRÍOS

CEO of the Arkansas World Trade Center
Arkansas (WTCK), Dan Hendrix, expressed
their willingness to continue building
mutually beneficial economic relations.
The director of the Havana World Trade
Center, Omar Fernández, said during the
talks that this is the second time in less
than a year that WTCK representatives
had come to Havana, accompanied this
time by experts from the academic and
technological sectors.
The Dominican Republic delegation
included businesspeople from the
manufacturing, pharmaceutical, agroindustrial and construction sectors, as well

as companies that offer financial, legal,
catering, logistic and engineering services.
Deputy Minister Dargam noted
that the business delegation was
representative of his country’s duty-free
zones that are one of the spearheads of
GDP growth.
Luisa Fernández, director of the
National Duty-free Zones Council, told The
Havana Reporter that the talks’ primary
objectives were to identify potential
distributors in Cuba for Dominican
products, and to establish contacts for the
creation joint ventures and other alliances
to support chains of production.

She emphasized that a further
objective was to analyze potential ties
between the Mariel Special Development
Zone in western Cuba and the Dominican
duty-free zones.
According to José Manuel Torres,
executive vice president of the Dominican
Duty-free Zones Association, production
chains would be beneficial because
they would facilitate the exploitation
of Cuba’s potential in the research and
development of new products, as well as
his country’s manufacturing capacity.
He told The Havana Reporter that dutyfree zones are scattered over almost all
the country and have a presence in 26 of
the country’s 32 provinces. He added that
they accommodate 630 companies that
generate 170,000 direct jobs. In 2015 their
exports exceeded $5.5 billion (thousand
million); equivalent to almost 60 percent
of all the country’s foreign sales.
According to official statistics, CubaDominican Republic the trade between
2011 and 2015 was worth $385.9 million,
$196.6 million of which related to
Dominican exports.
Over the past three years, the trade
balance has favored the Dominican
Republic and in 2015 it showed a margin
of $15.4 million.
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Cuba: Reference Point For Social Progress
By ClaudiaDUPEIRÓN

Rafael Cuestas, International Coordinator of the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in Cuba has said that the
Island “is a focal point for range social issues, particularly
regarding responses to the needs of an
ageing
population and the development of
youth programs.”

The official told The Havana Reporter that at present
19.6% of the Cuban population is aged 60 and over and
that by 2030, the figure is expected to surpass 20%.
“This places a burden on social and health care

systems, which is why UNFPA and the Ministries of Health
and Education are working together on the development
of programs to address the issues” he said.
A demographic data platform is presently being
created to help local governments identify and register
the condition of each senior citizen.
The Coordinator added that this will facilitate the
establishment of community policies aimed improving
people’s lives.
Cuestas also highlighted the fact that Cuba is in first
place in Latin America and eleventh worldwide in relation
to the youth development rate.
UNFPA is studying Cuban youth program models, in
order to reproduce them in other countries.
The objective is to put an end to regional negative
social phenomena such as the so-called “NINI”,adolescents
that neither study nor work.
One of the benefits for Cuba’s youth relates to the
quality of reproductive social health.
Cuestas said that Cuba has the lowest pregnancy rate
in Latin America.
In this regard, young Cubans are very well educated.
“Cuba has made the most progress in the inclusion of
educational programs on reproductive sexual health.”

Cuestas also commented that as a result, mother-tochild transmission of HIV has been eliminated, a parameter
validated just one year ago by the United Nations HIV/
AIDS Program (UNAIDS).
In order to continue having such results through the
promotion of a healthy sex life, UNFPA works closely with
institutions such as the Federation of Cuban Women
(FMC) and the National Sexual Education Centre.
The FMC and the National Centre on Womens
Studies -- supported by UNICEF and the United National
Development Program -- are currently conducting a
survey on gender violence and equality.
UNFPA, in Cuba since 1971, has three primary
objectives: to bring about a world where every pregnancy
is a wanted pregnancy, every child birth is safe and every
young person’s potential is fulfilled.
The UN organization also contributes to the drafting
and updating of the country’s demographic data, for
use by the government in taking decisions on social
welfare policy.
Other projects focus on the reduction of maternal
mortality and adolescent pregnancy rates, gender
equality and campaigns against violence directed at
women and girls.

Nuclear Medicine Saves Lives in Cuba
By LiviaRODRÍGUEZ

The Isotope Centre (CENTIS in Spanish)
guarantees a better quality of life to
Cuban patients who benefit from their
supply of all the radio-drugs used in
the diagnosis and treatment of cancer.
In 2015, over 180 thousand Cubans
were treated with such therapeutic
drugs, manufactured with radioactive
materials called radioisotopes.
Luis Ducat, chief of the CENTIS
Innovation
and
Development
Department, told The Havana Reporter
that these drugs can be administered
orally, injected intravenously or be
instilled into a body cavity, to travel
later through the bloodstream and
fight cancer or relieve its symptoms.
“One of the products the facility
manufactures is yttrium-90 (Y-90), a
key component to treat liver tumors
and other illnesses.
“Technetium-99
(99mTc)
is
another radioisotope product used
to diagnose malignant tumors in the
liver, spleen and bone marrow, as

well as in the lymph glands and some
types of breast cancer.”
According to Ducat, 20 thousand
patients in Cuba were treated
for cancer, and 50 thousand new
cases were diagnosed with CENTIS
products in 2015, which facilitated a
therapeutic focus on the treatment of
these conditions.
The specialist added that over 85
thousand hormone tests were also
conducted using radio-immunoanalysis, and other 25 thousand
patients used these products to treat
cardiovascular and kidney diseases.
In addition to the radio-drugs
and the compounds used in Nuclear
Medicine, the centre provides scientific
and technical services to the sector and
the medical application of isotopes.
Nuclear medicine needs a constant
and reliable supply of the radioactive
drugs prepared in accordance with
the regulatory requisites of best
manufacturing practice at CENTIS .
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Varadero Convention on Modern
Engineering Challenges
By WilfredoALAYÓN

works and the other on the professional
performance of young engineers.
Of particular interest was the “Foreign
Investment in Cuba,Challenges and Realities”
lecture by Isaylín Cabañas, the Foreign Trade
and Investment Ministry’s deputy director
for foreign capital funded business.
According to Cabañas, the sectors
prioritized by the Cuban authorities are
agro-food, sugarcane, pharmaceuticals
and
biotechnology,
tourism,
infrastructure, transport, energy, mining,
wholesale supply, industry and the export
of health services.
The official praised the present
panorama in light of the resumption
of Cuba-USA relations and the process
towards their normalization, but
expressed regret that the U.S. economic
blockade of Cuba remains in place.
The specialist explained that the
process of updating the Cuban economic
model aims at strengthening economic
relations with other countries and a
diversification of markets.
Cabañas said that the development of
human capital is one of Cuba’s most attractive

assests, which is the result of more
than 50 years of investment by the
Cuban government in education
and the sciences.
The president of the World
Confederation of Civil Engineers,
Alfonso González Fernández, reiterated

PHOTO: Courtesy of unaicc.cu

Energy and applied research in the
construction sector were two amongst
other topics analyzed by delegates from ten
countries at an International Convention on
Engineering, recently held at the Varadero
beach resort in western Cuba.
“Trends
and
challenges
in
contemporary engineering,” was the
event motto for specialists from Mexico,
Peru, Puerto Rico, Argentina, Colombia,
Venezuela, Spain, Portugal, Italy and
Cuba who discussed some 200 works on
energy and women’s empowerment.
The main venue for the event was
Varadero’s Plaza América, some 140
kilometers east of Havana.
Mechanical, electrical and industrial
engineering and their contributions to
the latest technologies were other topics
debated at the convention.
The convention also included debates
on civil engineering, experiences and
challenges, six conferences, a roundtable
talk about hydraulic engineering and
comprehensive water management
and the environment, and two forums:
one on sustainability in engineering

the need for a rational use of natural
resources during the event.
González Fernández told The Havana
Reporter that sustainability “a complex
word that has never before received so
much attention, means awareness about
what we are doing to the planet.”

In calling for ecologically based
management of the environment and
what nature provides, she said that there
was a need to comprehensively examine
concerns about the rational use of natural
resources and how best to recover all that
can be recovered.”

real estate services

exclusivity

and

comfort
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Cigar Factory Readers
By CiroBIANCHI ROSS

A man reads aloud as his co-workers concentrate on
their jobs. His task is to relax and educate those who,
without looking at or being distracted by him, hand roll
delicate and dark tobacco leaves to make cigars that will
eventually be turned into aromatic clouds of smoke.
When cigar makers like what they hear, they hit their
cotter pins in unison, against the wooden board of their
table as a sign of approval.
When they don’t, they throw their curved cotter pins
– tools for cutting and rolling the leaves - to the floor.
Cuban cigars are the best of the world in part because
their refined high quality is influenced by the art of cigar
factory readers, who inspire cigar makers to indent in the
leaves the passion aroused.
The poet Miguel Barnet once said that this is the point
at which the immense pleasure of smoking transcends
to become a supreme ecstasy.
Cigar factory reading is a unique and original
occupation, though not altogether unlike the reading
involved in stripping and selecting leaves; another stage
of the cigar making process.
Such readers are not found in other industrial sectors
and it has, since its inception, been a 100-percent
Cuban tradition.
UNESCO will soon, at the suggestion of Cuba, declare
the work of cigar factor readers an Intangible Heritage
of Humanity.
Cigar makers did not always enjoy the luxury of
readers. Records reveal that the first was employed at
the El Figaro cigar factory in 1865.

Readers soon aroused the suspicion and ire of
the ruling class and colonial Spanish authorities. The
former because education made workers less prone to
exploitation and the latter because pro-independence
ideals were being fostered by readers.
In fact, just six months after he had been hired, that
first reader was dismissed from his post.
Readers reappeared around 1880 and the influence
of anarchist propagandists on the Island at that time
helped the trend to take root.
They disappeared once again during the War of
Independence in 1896, when many cigar factories
moved to Southern Florida.
Cuban cigar makers in Tampa and Key West were an
invaluable mainstay of the Revolution. They applauded

José Martí’s speeches with cotter pins and the readers
platforms became a place for rousing speeches and
patriotic appeals.
Throughout this period certain readers were
threatened, beaten and had their readings censored
because -- as also happened during the Republic -- cigar
factory owners always tried, sometimes successfully, to
control what workers could listen to.
What did readers read? Works by José María Carretero,
who used the pen name El Caballero Audaz, soon gave
way to more complex texts by authors such as Zola,
Hugo, Balzac, and Cervantes.
The Cuban writer, Carlos Loveira was a favorite. Dumas
and Shakespeare took the prize for foreign writers.
Indeed, they were so popular that the names of some
of their characters, such as the Count of Monte Cristo
and Romeo and Juliet, lent their names to famous cigar
brands.
Daily newspapers were also popular and some
readers specialized in reading them.
Others were unsurpassed at reading stories. When
one reader had mastered both tasks he became a highly
coveted “complete reader”, a master of his trade.
Readings today include a long list of Latin American
and Cuban writers.
Some cigar makers can repeat by heart complete
chapters from important classical and modern works.
Cigar factory readings both entertain and educate
and have ensured that cigar makers rank as one of the
most advanced sectors of the Cuban labour movement.

Matanzas; Cuba’s Very Own Athens
By WilfredoALAYÓN

323 years after the foundation of the village of Matanzas
some 100 kilometres from Havana on October 12, 1693,
there is still only limited information available on the 30
families that came from the Spanish Canary Islands to
settle in the province.
Historical records reveal that the territory currently
occupied by the city of Matanzas has been inhabited for
more than 10 thousand years.
The original settlements were mainly located along
the banks of the Canímar river – one of the three that
cross the territory –, in the Yumurí valley, and around the
bay of Matanzas.
The Matanzas City Historian’s Office states that in
1670 there were 130 Spaniards and 163 Africans there
and by 1693 there were an estimated 119 Spaniards and
200 Africans.
In the mid-17th century Spanish authorities settled
in Cuba had, at the request of their king populated and
fortified Matanzas bay in order to safeguard it from the
sea faring English and Dutch.
This request was made officially issued in 1680 and
applied on Monday, October 12, 1693 – when Bishop
Diego Evelio de Compostela celebrated a Matanzas
foundation mass.
THE FOUNDERS
Very little or nothing is known about the lifestyle of the
newcomers.

Historian Arnaldo Jiménez de la Cal told the Havana
Reporter that due to poverty and a lack of resources, the
new settlers had a difficult time.
He added, “They had to work things out as
best they could in order to settle as adequately as
possible in an inhospitable territory that lacked of
all types of resources.”
An interesting piece of information is that -according to Jiménez de la Cal Matanzas -- was awarded
a City charter at a time when it was no more than a
miserable village that lacked any economic foundation.
According to official documents, the 30 families

included 19 married women and 66 children, the ages of
which were not recorded.
Diego García Oramas had the biggest family – a
wife and seven children - and Juan González Bello and
Sebastián Rodríguez, with a wife and six children followed.
The inhabitants of Matanzas came from different
parts of the Canary Islands: La Laguna, Tacoronte, La
Orotava, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, El Sauzal, La Rambla,
Realejo de Abajo, and Buenavista.
Also of interest is that the occupations of only 8 of
them is known: Miguel Alfonso de Armas, Mayor; Domingo
Alfonso Ruiz, Councillor; Pedro Fernández Guerrero, Town
Clerk, and Diego García Oramas, Councilor.
The list also includes: Simón González, sergeant;
Juan González Bello, second lieutenant; Salvador Pérez
de Ramellón, councillor, and Diego Méndez, captain
and mayor.
A further 11 families from the Canary Islands that
included 7 women and 20 children, arrived during the
month of November 1694. Among these were Juan
Martín Noda (wife and 4 children), Lorenzo de Sosa and
Andrés Acosta.
This second group presumably came from Tenerife
as part of a larger contingent that had arrived in Havana
1693, but there is no actual proof of this.
Jiménez de la Cal also said that “Matanzas, known
fondly since the 19th century as The Athens of Cuba and
The City of the Rivers and Bridges was born of a fusion of
all these diverse traits“.
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THEATER
*Note: theater companies are in
parentheses.

Sala El Sótano

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

RECOMMENDS

Museo Casa Natal José
Martí (House where José Martí

Museo del Ron (Museum of
Rum)

was born)

• Cuba’s National Ballet
Company performs
Don Quixote at Gran
Teatro de La Habana
Alicia Alonso
Hotel Nacional de Cuba

Museo Nacional de Bellas
Artes (National Fine Arts
Museum)

Calle K e/ 25 y 27. Vedado.Tel:
7 832-0630. Fri. Jul. 22, 29, Sat.
23,30 (8:30 pm) and Sun. 24,
31(5 pm): “La Gran Tirana” (The
Big Tyrant) (Berenjena Teatro).
MUSIC

San Pedro No. 262 e/ Sol y Santa
Clara. Tel: 7 8618051. Sat. Jul.
23, 30 and Sun. 24, 31 (9 pm):
Warabana Song Band.

MUSIC

Casa del Alba Cultural
Cultural Center

Gran Teatro de La Habana
Alicia Alonso (Havana’s Grand

Calle Línea e/ C y D. Vedado.
Tel: 7 833-21 51. Sun. Jul. 17 (5
pm): Young composers perform.
Fr. 22 (6 pm): Club “Canto para
todos” with trova musician
Vicente Feliu. Sun. 24 (5 pm):
Club Our America. Guest:
Reynier Meriño.

Theater)

Calle O y 21. Vedado. Tel: 7 8363564. Fri. Jul. 22, 29 and Sat. 23.
30 (9 pm): Show Habaneras con
Tumbao.

Calle Paula e/ Egido y Picota,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861-3778.
Wed. Jul. 27 (10 am): Singer
Noemí Valdés and guitarist
Jesús Fleites.

Pabellón Cuba Cultural
Center

Basílica Menor San
Francisco de Asís

Calle Obrapía e/ Mercaderes y

Museo Casa Benito Juárez

Trocadero e/ Monserrate y
Zulueta, Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 8610241.Hemiciclo de Arte Cubano.
Sat. Jul. 16 (7 pm): Z-Saxos
Quartet performs.

Museo Nacional de la
Música (Museum of Music)
Calle 23 e/ M y N. Vedado. Arte
Festival. Fri. 15, 22, 29 (5 pm):
Trova musician Silvio Alejandro
performs.

Oficios e/ Amargura y Churruca,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-9683.
Sat. Jul. 23 (6 pm): Pianist Mayté
Aboy and clarinetist Mae Martín

Calle Obrapía e/ Bernaza y
Villegas. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
863-9862. Wed. Jul. 20 (5 pm):
Electroacoustic music.

Oficio. Habana Vieja. Tel: 8 8618166. Fri. Jul. 22 (3 pm): Singer
Rogelio Rivas performs.

Casa Africa
Calle Obrapía e/ San Ignacio y
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
861-5798. Thu. Jul. 28 (10 am):
Club “Con Amor” (With Love),
soloist Raúl Iglesias hosting.

Paseo de Martí esq. Boulevard
San Rafael. Centro Habana. Tel: 7
861-7391. Fri. Jul. 15 y 29 (9 pm):
Retro vocal band performs.

ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

AROUND

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

MUSEUMS AND
GALLERIES

Centro Cultural Fresa y
Chocolate (Cultural Center)

Submarino Amarillo

Patio Bar-Egrem

San Miguel e/ Campanario y
Lealtad. Centro Habana. Tel: 7
864-2006. Tue. Jul. 19, 26 (5 pm):
Chapotín Ensemble. Wed. 20,
27 (5 pm): Singer Abel Maceo.
Fri. 22, 29 (4 pm): Rumberos de
Cuba band.

Museo Nacional de Bellas
Artes (National Museum of
Fine Arts)
Calle Trocadero e/ Zulueta
y Monserrate, Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 8641577. Edificio de
Arte Cubano. Through August
29: Exhibition “Cardinales”
(Cardinals).

Casa de la Música de
Miramar

DANCE
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DANCE

Gran Teatro de La Habana
Alicia Alonso (Havana’s Grand
Theater)
Paseo de Martí esq. Boulevard
San Rafael. Centro Habana.Tel:
7 861-7391. Fri. Jul. 22, Sat. 23
(8:30 pm) and Sun. 24 (5 pm):
Cuba’s National Ballet Company
performs Dox Quixote.

Teatro Mella

Fototeca de Cuba (Cuba’s
Photographic Library)

Thu. Jul. 21, 28 (8 pm): Trova
musician Frank Martínez. Fri.
22, 29 (10 pm): Performance
by Pura Birra Band. Wed. 27 (5
pm): Singer Marta Sánchez and
guitarist Jesús Fleites.

Jardines del Mella

Calle 17 e/ 4 y 6. Vedado.Tel:
Tel:7 830-6808. Tue. Jul. 26 (11
pm): La Tierra del Cover band
(rock music). Fri. 22, 29 (10 pm):
Gens Band (rock music). Sun. 24,
31 (9 pm): Los Kent Band (rock
music).

Calle Línea e/ A y B. Vedado.Tel:
7 833-8696. Mon. Jul. 4 al Sun.
31 Jul (8 pm): CUBALLET 2016
Festival. Students of the Laura
Alonso Ballet Company also
perform.

Habaneciendo Cultural
Center
Calle 5ta y 94. Miramar. Tel: 7
203-7676. Salón te Quedarás.
Fri. Jul.23, 30 (9 pm): El Niño y
la verdad ensemble. Sat. 30 (11
pm): Osain del Monte folkloric
band.

Diablo Tun Tun
Calle 5ta y 94. Miramar. Tel: 7
203-7676. Fri. Jul. (5 pm): Gens
rock music band. Sun. 24 (11
pm): Los Takson band.

El Sauce

Calle Mercaderes e/ Brasil y
Muralla, Plaza Vieja. Jun. 25 to
Jul. 24: Exhibit “Tierra de nadie”
(No one’s Land) by Nathalie
Grenzhaeuser and Mathias
Völcker (Germany).

NIGHTCLUBS &
NIGHTCLUBS
& CABARETS
CABARETS
Hotel Saint John (Pico
Blanco)
Calle O e/ 23 y 25. Vedado. Tel: 7
833- 3740. Pico Blanco. Sat. Jul.
23, 30 (10:30 pm): Singer Sarahy
Hernández performs.

Calle Línea e/ A y B. Vedado.
Tel: 7 833-8696. Fri. Jul. 22 (6
pm): Kono y los Chicos de Cuba
Band. Fri. 29 (6 pm): Mezcla band
performs.

Galiano e/ Neptuno y Concordia,
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 862-4165.
Sun. Jul. 24, 31 (3 pm): Singer
Fausto Duran and guests.

Calle 9na e/ 120 y 130,
Cubanacán. Playa. Tel: 7 2047114. sun. Jul. 24, 31(5 pm): Club
“La Máquina de la melancolía”
with trova musician Frank
Delgado.

17th edition of the
Cuban Art Festival
“Arte en la Rampa
2016”
Date: July 1-September 18
Main venue: Pabellón Cuba
exhibition site, Havana
This year’s art festival is
dedicated to the 90th birthday
of Commander in Chief Fidel
Castro Ruz and the 30th
anniversary of the Hermanos
Saíz Association. Opening
performance by La Colmenita
Children’s Troupe. Director: Tin
Cremata.
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Singing Star Ivette Sets Sights On Latin America
By MartaCABRALES

SANTIAGO DE CUBA -The already
internationally renowned Cuban singer,
Ivette Cepeda, has said that she now
intends to make her mark on the Latin
American music scene.
At press conference shortly before her
concert in Santiago de Cuba’s Heredia
Theater, the artist commented that it
would be unforgivable to have performed

in Paris and other European venues and
then not do so in this Cuban city.
Cepeda said that “The paperwork for
some countries is complex but I hope
everything will be fine,” and added
that she now has a clearer vision of
the objectives of her performances in
Cuba and abroad, mainly because she is
getting to know her country and people
even better.
During her stay in the Eastern Cuban
city, where she has close maternal
family ties, the singer shared with locals
and could appreciate the renovations
undertaken for the recently celebrated
500th anniversary of the city’s foundation.
Together with other well known
artists, Cepeda participated in the 28th
edition of the Union of Cuban Writers and
Artists (UNEAC) sponsored Boleros de
Oro Festival in the province.
Even though bolero music has never
been her forte, it has always had a place
in her repertoire.
“At the end of the night, when the
climax of emotions is beginning to
decline, such songs become moments
of intimate complicity with an audience,”
she said.

Her June 18 two-hour concert
included popular all time Cuban favorites
and closed with a joyful conga through
the theater’s halls. The scope of her voice
and great personal charm allowed her to
perform a wide variety of musical genres.
Her version of Juan Formell’s „Tal vez
„ -- a song that never fails to seem as
though it is being
performed for
the first time –
came as a very
pleasant surprise.
In this, her first
concert for her fans in
Santiago de Cuba, Ivette Cepeda
performed numbers from her albums
Estaciones, Miracle, Una ventana entre
dos y País; many of which have been
used as soundtracks in Cuba.
With pure feeling and authentic
artistic and human commitment, the
Cuban singer will is destined to captivate
even more audiences around the world,
as she already has on European stages.
Having now won the hearts of
all Cubans alike, Cepeda certainly
seems set to similarly seduce her Latin
America audiences.

Fito Páez Returns to Havana
By CossetLAZO

During an unforgettable reencounter with his Cuban fans,
the Argentinean singer songwriter, Fito Páez, once again
opened his heart to Havana, a city to which he is eternally
grateful to for the affection shown toward him since 1987,
when he first discovered the charms of the old town.
Following performances in Havana in 2014 as part of
the International Festival of New Latin American Film, Páez
recently closed a tour of Latin America at the Karl Marx
Theater to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the launch of
the “Giros” album, which shot him to stardom.
The sell out June 20 concert included classics from his
repertoire, such as „11 y 6“, „Taquicardia“, „Cable a tierra“

and „Alguna vez voy a ser libre“.
Cuban singer Pablo Milanés, who Páez thanked for
introducing him to Cuba in the late 1980’s, was welcomed
onstage by the first chords of„Yo vengo a ofrecer mi corazón“
For more than two hours, Cubans of all ages enjoyed
a concert that also included numbers like „Ciudad de
pobres“,„Al lado del camino“,„Un vestido y un amor“ and
„El amor después del amor.“
Páez also shared the stage at the PM Records
recording studio promoted concert with trovador Carlos
Varela, flautist José Luis Cortés and singer Diana Fuentes.
The mix of Argentinean and Cuban music cultures

combined to form a single universal language.
A fusion of rock, pop, tango, jazz and electronic music
made Paez’s latest performance in Havana special for fans
of all that is good in music.
Shortly before the concert, the winner of several Latin
Grammy Awards said that he feels very much at home
in Cuba, a place where he is cared for, challenged and
protected and to which he will always return
Having performed widely in Argentina and Colombia,
the singer songwriter chose to once again celebrate the
love his Cuban fans feel for his music, together with
them in Havana.

PHOTO FEATURE
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Classic Cars Charm SnapHappy Visitors
By Roberto F.CAMPOS

Evocative images of the many iconic classic cars that cruise
the streets of Havana are something almost every visitor
wants to capture on camera and later share at home to
show and recall their unforgettable visual impact.
Such classic cars, many preserved in the same pristine
condition in which they came off the production line 50 or
more years ago are for Cubans, quite a common sight.
The astounding number of classic cars on roads all around the
Island has roots in restrictions on automobile imports imposed by

the U.S.shortly after the triumph of the Cuban Revolution in1959.
They have survived thanks to the extraordinary
creativity of their Cuban owners, who have either
replaced spent parts with amazingly inventive
alternatives or tirelessly searched to find originals.
Cuba has become a virtual paradise of beautiful
and sought after 1950s classic cars such as Chevrolet,
Cadillac, Buick, Plymouth and Studebaker.
Even some cars from as far back the 1920s can be seen

on the roads, remarkably well maintained and repaired.
Popularly known as “Almendrones,” many also serve as
communal taxis for locals and form an integral part of the
public transport system in Havana.
They circulate alongside more modern vehicles that
also maintain the capital city in motion.
Colorful and ingeniously maintained Almendrones
are undoubtedly now one of the trademarks of the
wonderful and enchanting city of Havana.
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Extended Panama Canal Now Open For Business
By NubiaPIQUERAS

The Chinese COSCO Shipping Panama container vessel
has made the first historic megaship crossing of the
Panama Canal, an event that will have a significant
impact on the world trade.
Cargo ships with tripled transportation capacity
that could not shorten their inter oceanic voyages
because of century old canal locks can now manipulate
the Extended Panama Canal and enter into what some
economists refer to as “the Post-Panamax era.”
The Suez Canal, managed by Egypt, was until now,
the only canal that allowed the transit of megaships
between the Indian and the Atlantic oceans.
However, the costs of some commercial routes
between North America and Asia or South America have
increased through use of this alternative.

The new facility, mainly built by the Panamanians
themselves, included deepening and dredging Gatún
Lake, located in the centre of the seaway.
The channel, which connects to the Pacific, has locks
in the Northern and Southern accesses and has three
chambers, 427 m long, 55 m wide and 18.3 m deep.
According to experts, this change in sea
transportation will also result in changes in the logistical
operation parameters of world production sectors.
According to the US economist K.C. Conway, it could
also significantly alter production costs and investment
decision criteria, the relocation of productive and
commercial infrastructure, the duration of designproduction-consumption cycles, business operation
models and asset valuations.
In this context the Mariel Development Zone in
northern Cuba is strategically located at an equidistant
position to the region’s main ports, including the United
States’ east and southeast ports.
Its deep bay also allows the entrance of neo-Panamax
ships, which can be serviced by the new container terminal.
Orlando Allard, an official at the Panamanian Maritime
Chamber, told The Havana Reporter, that the port of
Mariel fulfils all the zone’s redistribution requirements.
He added that, from a geographical point of view, the
Mariel Zone is located in the centre of present and future
regional trade developments.
Other ports in the region competing for megaships
that sail the inter oceanic route include: Kingston,
Jamaica; Freeport, The Bahamas; Port of Spain, Trinidad
& Tobago; Caucedo, in Dominican Republic; Cartagena,

Colombia and others located on both coasts of the
Panamanian fluvial route.
It has been predicted that the Extended Panama
Canal will bring about changes in world production
processes and will transform the organizational matrixes
of a large part of today’s production and trade.
“Being part of history” is more than just a trendy
slogan in Panama. The works for the expansion of
the Canal represented a huge human challenge, and
Panamanians will surely feel proud to have been the
protagonists of a major event that has a guaranteed
place of honor in the modern world.

Disabled People Fight For Inclusion
By WaldoMENDILUZA

Particularly affected by poverty, unemployment and
social, economic and political exclusion, millions of
differently abled persons are demanding that their
situation no longer goes unnoticed, a demand that is
gaining support within the United Nations.
According to UN statistics, 1.1 million people in
the world – almost 15 percent of the total population
- has some type of physical, psychic, sensory or

mental disability. This situation must be taken into
consideration if humanity aims to attain the goal of
promoting well-being for all, one of the main goals
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
approved in September 2015.
The UN sustains that eight in every ten handicapped
people suffer the consequences of poverty, a situation
that affects developing countries in particular and
most specifically, women and adolescents.
During the 9th session of the State Parties to the
Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities,
more than 1,000 delegates from all five continents
debated the progress and challenges faced in
implementing the instrument approved in 2006.
The document sustains that disabled people must
enjoy all basic human rights, and refers to spheres
where it is necessary to make changes so that they can
actually have their rights respected.
According to South Korean ambassador, Oh Joon,
president of the aforementioned 9th session, the threeday meeting facilitated an assessment of achievements
attained and of the vast tasks still to be addressed.
He told The Havana Reporter during a press
conference that the agenda advocates the principle of
leaving no one behind, very appropriate in the case of
disabled people, a particularly vulnerable sector.
Joon highlighted the importance of getting
universal approval for the Convention on the Rights
of People with Disabilities, to which 165 countries
have joined, and called for the remaining 30 others
to also sign.

CALLS FOR INCLUSION
The president of the UN Committee on the Rights of
People with Disabilities, María Soledad Cisternas, said
the first thing to be done is to have the convention
approved across the world.
The Chilean lawyer told The Havana Reporter,
„there are many challenges, but that would represent
a good start.”
Cisternas also called for respect for the human
rights of people with any form of physical,
psychic, sensorial or mental disability and
stressed how important it is to promote legal
recognition for disabled people and their right
makes decisions about their economic status
and their own bodies.
It is imperative to overcome problems
like sterilization without consent, the lack of
consultation on surgeries and treatments, violence
and abuse.
The lawyer added that the challenge to ensure access
to quality and inclusive education is of no less concern
and she reiterated the obstacles faced by women and
children in that sector.
Paul Deany, a UN official with responsibility
for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the
Asia-Pacific region said that “ The main challenge
now is that people with disabilities be treated as
equals in society, with due recognition in front
of the law and the same rights as the rest of
human beings.”

ECONOMY
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Cubaindustria 2016 Is A Success Story
By María JuliaMAYORAL

More than 2,000 participants from 29 countries
participated in the second Cuban International Industry
Convention and Exhibition, Cubaindustria 2016, that
created space for top level technical and new business
exchanges between foreign and domestic companies.
Held from June 20 to 24, the convention included
eleven seminars on the theoretical and practical
analysis on metallurgy, on the chemical, electronic and
packaging industries, on fashion, furniture, refrigeration,
renewable energy sources, air conditioning, recycling,
technological management and structural innovation.
The seminars were held at Havana’s Convention
Center, in conjunction with an exhibition that brought
130 local entities and 84 from 14 other countries
together at the Pabexpo exhibition center.
The Cuban Industry Ministry’s (MINDUS) industrial
management director, Adriana Barceló, told this
newspaper that the convention had closed with the
signing of 19 documents that included agreements,
letters of intent and memorandums of understanding.
She added that an action plan for the signing of
a memorandum of understanding between MINDUS
and China’s Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology had also been agreed.

Industry Minister Salvador Pardo said that,
in recognition of the impact of its economic
ties with Cuba, Russia was the guest of honor at
Cubaindustria 2016.
Georgy Kalamanov, Russia’s Deputy Minister for
Industry and Trade, referred to the plan for modernizing
Cuba’s leading iron and steel factory, Antillana de Acero,
as one of the event’s most significant results.
He also praised the results of negotiations on
the implementation of power generation blocs at
two electricity plants and the supply of kamatz
trucks, locomotives, railroad wagons, and civil
aviation equipment.
Following a meeting with Miao Wei, the Chinese
Minister for Industry and Information Technology,
Pardo told The Havana Reporter that the first ventures
would focus on the production of televisions and
the technological enhancement of solar panel
production lines.
During the meeting, the two ministers agreed on
the need to continue strengthening negotiations and
for the creation of joint ventures in areas of common
interest, such as the production of aluminum and
glass containers, disposable nappies, stainless steel,

agricultural machineries and fertilizers.
A special event on the program addressed the links
between Cuba and the UN Industrial Development
Organization, which are currently centered on the
implementation of a number of projects worth an
estimated 50 million Euro.
The countries most represented at Cubaindustria
2016 were China, Spain, Russia, Panama, Italy, France,
Germany, the United States, Venezuela, Brazil, Portugal,
Sweden and Vietnam.
The United States attended for the first time and
its delegation included a representation from the
Washington D.C. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
headed by its president Angela Franco.
She told the press “We have seen everything here:
technology, manufactured goods, textiles, sports, and
other important areas of economic activity in Cuba. We
were very impressed by the (large) foreign attendance
and the high standard of the participating companies.
It has been a great experience and I am very glad that I
came to this exhibition,”.
The MINDUS minister said Cubaindustria “is taking
its deserved place as an event that contributes to
promote the country’s economic development.’

United Nations Supports Cuban
Industrial Developmentent
By JuliaCRUZATA

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) is to allocate some 50 million Euro to help Cuba
develop a project to promote development in key areas
such as fertilizer and agricultural machinery production.
According to the UN organization’s representative for
Latin America and the Caribbean, Alejandro Rivero, the
outline agreement signed with the Cuban government
in December 2015 is in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals.
He explained that the initiatives relate to areas
such as renewable energy sources, water, the
environment, the promotion of industrial parks and the
modernization of factories that produce fertilizers and
agricultural machinery.
On the issue of water management, Rivero said that
there are works planned for the eastern city of Bayamo, in
the province of Granma and that the industrial park will
be developed in the Cotorro municipality in Havana.
Rivero added that the plan includes the design of a
comprehensive industrial strategy that will assess the
country’s capability and competiveness index,

He outlined that these investments would benefit the
fertilizer plant in the town of Nuevitas and the agricultural
tools factory in Holguín, both in eastern Cuba. The works
are to be undertaken over a three-year period with
Russian funding of an estimated at $2 million.
Gilma Noroña, one of the project coordinators, said
that one of the project’s main objectives is to create a
synergy between the production and the promotion of
new fertilizer formulas, to make the best possible use of
the sector’s scientific potential and replace imports.
Rivero said that UNIDO also had plans to launch a
project to strengthen the value chain in the Cuban music
industry to commence at the beginning of September
and to be completed in 2018. It will allocate $1.3 million
donated by South Korea’s International Agency for
Cooperation to this venture.
He also said that the quality of Cuban music is
internationally renowned and the objective of the UN
organization’s support is to help increase the music
industry’s contribution to the Gross Domestic Product by
stimulating sales abroad.

The UN representative explained that the project
will focus on professional training, accessing new
technologies, preserving Cuba’s musical heritage and
strategies for international sales.
Rivero added that the project will also finance the
purchase of four technologically advanced digital
recording studios to facilitate the preservation of
decade’s old musical creations.
He stressed that “projects at aimed sustainable
and comprehensive development such as this sre very
important for UNIDO.”
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Foreign Investment In Cuban Light Industry
JimenaDÍAZ

Cuban light industry authorities have said that deals
with foreign companies for the establishment of
new joint ventures for the production of footwear,
disposable diapers and clothing are being negotiated.
Roberto Cabrera,Director of the Light Industry
Entrepreneurial Group, told The Havana Reporter that
projects evaluated include a potential joint venture
between the Chinese company “Grace” and the
National Footwear Industry.
The future factory will have a six million pairs
of shoes per annum capacity, produced by eight
assembly lines in a facility located in the capital city.
Preliminary estimates indicate an initial investment
cost of around 10 million dollars.
The project will meet the national market demand
for sports and fashionable footwear for children,
adolescents and adult men and women.
According to Cabrera, the agreement is in the final
stage of negotiation and other potential partners are
also being identified to set up a similar joint venture
in the Mariel Special Development Zone (ZED).
The production capacity of this joint venture is to
be around 20 million pairs of shoes per annum.

The Deputy President of the Light Industry
Entrepreneurial Group, Magaly Calvo, said that the
measures will help to reduce imports, to modernize the
country’s industrial base and to improve product quality.
She added that these investments were of
importance because the Cuban footwear industry
presently manufactures only work boots and is unable
to satisfy the domestic demand.

She also referred to talks with the Italian
“Moroni” firm for the establishment of a factory for
the manufacture of disposable diapers for children
and adults, a project that would also qualify for
ZED benefits.
Calvo said that the joint venture foresees an
annually output of over 90 million diapers for children
and over 60 million for adults.
Other projects include the signing of management
contracts with several foreign companies to
manufacture swimsuits, underwear, uniforms and
other articles of clothing.
Negotiations for a contract with the Dominican
“Quick Manufacturing”, company for the production of
knitted fabric clothing are in their final stages.
Another important agreement relates to the
participation of a Vietnamese firm for the production
of washing powder.
There are presently nine joint venture companies
operating in the Cuban light industry sector that
manufacture boxes and packaging; cigar labels; foam
and spring mattresses; toiletries, health and beauty
products, and household goods.

The Exceptional Versatility Of A Sugarcane Crop
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By Roberto SALOMÓN

Sugarcane, introduced to Cuba more than
500 years ago, is still extensively used for
the production of sugar, energy drinks and
other by-products that satisfy important
economic and social needs.
Over 20 different types of sugar-derived
products, including syrups, alcohol for drinks

The incorporation of six new plants
ensured that there was also a 119 thousand
ton increase in the volume of livestock
fodder produced in comparison to last year.
EXCEPTIONAL RAW MATERIAL
According to experts, more than one
hundred products can be obtained from
sugar cane, a plant that multiplies its
aggregate value and contributes to the
profitability of the sector.
Before the economic crisis resulting from
the collapse of socialism in Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union, Cuba produced 36
sugar-derived products.
The country was at the time recognized
as one of the most diversified in this sector.
Improvements of the country’s sugar
industry in recent years have resulted in
an increase in the manufacture of sugarderived products.
New products like Fitomás E, a valuable
substance that stimulates the grow of the
sugarcane and other crops and whose
annual volumes exceed 4 million liters, have
been created.
Sugarcane also has great electricity
and fuel generation potential, because its

PHOTO: José Tito Meriño

and spirits, livestock fodder, bio-fertilizers,
bio-stimulants, drugs, glucose, and sorbitol
are -- in addition to the generation of
electricity -- manufactured in Cuba today.
Although most by-products are
obtained during the sugarcane harvest,
some like alcohol, yeast and synthetic timber
from sugarcane bagasse are produced all
year round.
In spite of adverse weather conditions
associated with the El Niño meteorological
event, significant volumes of these byproducts were obtained during the recently
concluded sugarcane harvest.
This, in addition to a shortfall in the
harvest and difficulties in some refineries,
resulted in lower than anticipated sugar and
by-product output.
Nevertheless, a 97% production rate for
alcohol -- used in the manufacture of rums
like Mulata and Santero and other Azcuba
group export brands like the emblematic
Havana Club -- was maintained.
250 tons of the by-product sorbitol
-- 35 tons more than had been planned
– were produced from glucose supplied
by sugarcane refineries for use in the
pharmaceutical industry, for baking and in
the manufacture of toothpaste.

biomass has a photosynthetic capacity
that is seven-time higher than that of other
plants.
It is no coincidence that more sugarproducing countries are developing
projects for the generation of sugarcane
based electricity at a time when the industry
cannot be exclusively financed by fluctuating
international sucrose prices.
To this end, 86% of the renewable energy
generated in Cuba comes from sugarcane
bagasse. The remaining 14% comes
from other sources such as wind power,
photovoltaic and hydro energy and biogas.
For this reason, Cuba plans to build 25
new bioelectrical plants – 5 as part of a
joint venture with the United Kingdom -- in
Azcuba group owned refineries.

SPORTS
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Shaquille O‘Neal Smitten By Cuba
By Duber Luis PIÑEIRO
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The visit by retired U.S. basketball
star Shaquille O‘Neal to a court in the
Havana neighborhood of Vedado
greatly impressed the young Cuban
players there.
They knew all about the 2.16
meter tall athlete who for many
years shone in the U.S. National
Basketball Association (NBA).
O‘Neal told the press shortly
before starting a basketball clinic with
Cuban children that “I have wanted to
come for many years; being here as
an ambassador of sport to strengthen
relations between Cuba and the
United States is a dream come true.”
The star, who played 19 seasons
with different NBA teams, was
officially sent to Cuba by the U.S. State
Department as part of the process to
normalize bilateral relations.

Shaquille, who won four NBA
championships with the Los Angeles
Lakers and the Miami Heat teams, said “I
love Cuba and its people which is why it is
so good that the rapprochement between
the two countries becomes real through
sports like baseball, soccer and basketball.
A world champion in Toronto-1994
and Olympic champion in Atlanta-1996,
O‘Neal is one of the most skillful and
distinguished professional basketball
players of all time.
The Basketball Hall of Fame member
also met with Cuban sports specialists,
great sporting figures and members of
the Havana basketball team.
Cuban basketball player Eliecer
Lima told The Havana Reporter that “I
never thought I would be sharing the
court with such a sports star. It is great
for Cuban sport”.

During the basketball clinics
and his visit in general, O‘Neal was
accompanied by the Dallas Mavericks’
team coach Kaleb Canales.
“Sharing with Shaquille O‘Neal is a
great opportunity both for us and for
Cuban children,” Canales, who in 2012
became the first Mexican-born U.S.
citizen to coach an NBA team said.
In addition to coaching and
serving as a referee in some games,
O‘Neal took advantage of his
stay in Cuba to visit cultural and
emblematic places and to foster
Cuba-U.S. relations.
Shortly before returning home,
“Shaq” left a written testament
about his feelings for the island.
He wrote “I love you Cuba” in
Spanish in the visitor’s book at the
Guanabacoa Museum.

Cuba Completes Boxing Qualification Quest
Robeisy Ramírez’s success in the second
last qualifying tournament in Baku,
Azerbaijan, has ensured that Cuba can
send a full men’s boxing team to the Rio
2016 Olympic Games.
Ramírez, Olympic champion in London
2012 in the 52 kg division, qualified this
time around in the 56 kg division, having
failed to do so as expected last March
in a tournament in Argentina for Latin
American and Caribbean boxers.
The also twice Pan-American champion
remained undefeated until the semi-finals,
and although he eventually lost to the
Ukrainian fighter Mykola Butsenko – a
bronze medalist in the Baku 2013 World
Championship – he reached his goal of
Olympic qualification.
His success is represents a major
achievement as Cuba had not qualified
in every weight division for the last two
Olympic Games, since the qualification
process commenced.
Ramírez will now join team mates
Johannys Argilagos (49 kg), Yobany Veitía
(52 kg), Lázaro Álvarez (60 kg),Yasniel Toledo
(64 kg), Roniel Iglesias (69 kg), Arlen López
(75 kg), Julio César La Cruz (81 kg),Erislandy
Savón (91 kg), and Lenier Peró (over 91 kg).
Cuba is the only Latin American
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country to date with a full contingent of 10
boxers qualified, something only equaled
by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Great Britain
and Uzbekistan.
Other boxers from the region, such as
Haitian Richardson Hitchins (64 kg) and
Panamanian female boxer Atheyna Bylon
(75 kg) –who was granted a wildcard by

the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
Tripartite Commission – have also qualified
for the Rio Olympics.
Hitchins was one of the sensations of
this pre-Olympic tournament. He defeated
renowned opponents and was only beaten
by the well-known British boxer, Pat
McCormack.

Ecuadorian Julio César Castillo (91
kg) narrowly missed qualification when
he was defeated in the final by Igor
Pawel Jakubowski of Poland, in a division
in which only one ticket was on offer.
Mexican Joselito Velázquez also
failed to qualify when he lost in the 49 kg
semi-final to host boxer Rufat Huseynov.
This division only had two Olympic
qualifying places.
Other fighters from the region
like Colombian Ceiber Ávila (52 kg);
Dominicans Elvis Rodríguez (60 kg) and
Raúl Sánchez (75 kg); Guatemalan Juan
Reyes (56 kg), and Trinitarian Aaron
Prince (69 kg) were defeated at the
quarter final stage.
Their opponents did not go on
to be crowned and were unable to
benefit from a fifth quota granted in
such divisions.
A total of 42 Latin American
boxers have qualified in boxing for
the Rio Olympics.
Eight are from Brazil, but only
Robson Conceicao (60 kg) and Juan
Nogueira (90 kg) won their right to
participate in the ring.
The rest, in both genders, qualified as
a result of being from the host country.
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