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Havana Hosts Sea Cruise Colossus
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By FranciscoMENÉNDEZ

HAVANA.- Displacing in excess of
59,000 tons and carrying 2,600
passengers of European origin, the
MSC Opera cruise ship arrived last
December in Cuba.

The 251.25m long, 28.80m wide
and 6.60m draft dimensions of the
ship that berthed in Havana Bay’s
Terminal 1 on December 19, aroused
great amongst residents in the Capital.
Powered by four engines that can
cruise at a speed of 21 knots, the vessel
forms part of the Mediterranean
Shipping Company (MSC) Cruises S.A
fleet, that now includes Cuba in their
tourist destination options.
MSC is one of the worlds four
largest companies of it’s kind,
operating 12 such ships that carry
1,700,000 passengers each year.
Company
executive,
Gianni
Onorrato, said that he was very
happy, thanks in no small part to the
support of Cuban authorities, to see
this long held dream come true.
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The ship, which arrived in Cuba
after a 22 day voyage from Italy is the
largest to have docked in Cuba to date.
Onorrato said that the vessel
will have docked in Havana Bay 16
times by April next, a frequency that
will permit her tourists to relish the
culture, traditions and above all else,
the people of Cuba.
He added that following their
ocean cruise, passengers stay in
Havana from Tuesday to Thursday
and return on MSC chartered flights
Italy, France, Germany and Spain.
According to the official, there is
great interest in visiting and getting
to know Cuba and that passengers –
primarily Italians, Germans, Spaniards,
French, and British -- had initially
boarded in Genoa (Italy), Barcelona

.

.

(Spain) and Marseilles (France).
MSC hope in the future to promote
a cruise for Canadian, Mexican,
Argentine and Brazilian clients that,
in addition to Havana, will take in
Cozumel in Mexico, Gran Cayman and
Montego Bay in Jamaica.
The Italian-Swiss family owned
cruise ship company caters to
clients from more that 140 countries
worldwide and has plans to add 7
modern new vessels to it’s fleet over
the coming 6 years.
This increase would mean that
MSC, (formerly associated with Flotta
Lauro Lines, 1970) founded in 1987
could increase capacity to 3.4 million
passengers per year, becoming the
second largest such sea going operation
with 17% of the global market.
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Cuba-USA: Mutual Claims
on the Table
By ElsyFORS

HAVANA.- Claims relating to U.S. properties nationalized
by Cuba and demands by the island for damages
caused by over 50 years of the Washington imposed
blockade, have been placed on the negotiating table.
Delegations from both countries started to remove
a range of obstacles, meeting in Havana one week
prior to December 17, the date that both presidents
announced their decision to commence a new era of
dialogue between their nations and resume diplomatic
relations, following 56 years of confrontation.
According to Dr. Olga Miranda Bravo, who was
for many years head of the Legal Department in the
Cuban Foreign Relations Ministry, differences between
both countries did not start with the nationalization of
U.S. properties or in reprisal for the cancellation of the
Cuban sugar quota in the United States market in 1960.
In her book Cuba/USA: Nationalizations and
Blockade, Miranda says expropriations were in
the public interest, consistent with the decision to
adopt measures to ensure the economic and social
development of the Cuban people.
Such actions also included compensation to the

owners of all nationalized properties.
The owners and governments of Great Britain,
Canada, France, Italy, Mexico, Spain and Sweden were
compensated, while the United States refused to
negotiate with the Cuban government.
Cuban professor Miguel Angel D’Estefano in an
essay published in 1983 outlines that at an Assembly
of the Organization of American States as early as
1962, the then President of Cuba, Dr. Osvaldo Dorticos,
said that his government was ready to negotiate
through diplomatic channels or any other appropriate
mechanism, the differences between both countries.
Timothy F. Ashby, an ex official of the U.S.
Department of Commerce has confirmed that he met
regularly with Cuban Government representatives
between 1987 and 1990 who expressed their interest
in settling the demands arising from the nationalized
assets of American citizens and companies.
On hearing such proposals, National Security and
the State Department Advisers said they were not
worthy of an official response.
Ramón Sánchez Parodi, who was the first chief of
the Cuban Interest Section in Washington, from 1977 to
1989, said that in 1974, Henry Kissinger – then Secretary
of State and Adviser on National Security -- sent Fidel
Castro a message with a group of Americans who were
traveling to interview the then Cuban President.
The essence of the letter was contained in the
following phrase: “Cuba and the United States are

countries with different political, economic and
social regimes, who disagree on most fundamental
international issues, but that is no reason for a
perpetual hostility.”
Secret meetings took place between several
U.S. administrations and Havana, but conciliatory
efforts only bore fruit on December 17, 2014, when
presidents Raul Castro and Barack Obama announced
that they had agreed to start a process to reestablish
relations, which happened on July 20, 2015 with the
further normalization of ties.
U.S. historian and activist Jane Franklin recalls
that U.S. owners claimed their assets had been
undervalued in order to evade taxes. The Cuban
government asked them to declare their true value
and to pay the tax arrears.
In Franklin´s opinion that is why Washington
declined to accept the Cuban offer of compensation.
The U.S. scholar also said that the blockade policy
later complicated any resolution of compensation
claims to American companies and citizens.
The lifting of the blockade has become a sine qua
non requirement to satisfy claims over such properties.
In the latest report presented and approved by the
UN General Assembly, for the 23rd consecutive year
demanding an end to the blockade, Cuba claims a total
of one trillion,100 billion dollars for damages, while
certified U.S. claims are valued at present in 8 billion
dollars with interest... figures which bear no comparison.

We are more than a travel magazine...
Cubaplus is available
in 134 point of sales
located in hotels in
Havana and Varadero,
at International Airports
and Holguin's Telecorreos
as well as in the bookstores
of Casa de las Americas.

www.cubaplusmagazine.com

To subscribe please contact :
Gerencia editorial Prensa Latina
Email: gerenciaeditorial@cl.prensa-latina.cu
Telf. 7833 2279
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Presidential Visits Reflect Cuba’s
Global Prestige
By Nuriem DE ARMAS
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HAVANA.- Visits during 2015 of more than a
dozen Heads of State, either on official visits
or as part of regional tours, reaffirmed Cuba’s
position in the Latin American economical
and political landscape.
The visit by Pope Francis from 19 to
22 September incorporated three Cuban
cities where the pontiff celebrated masses
attended by hundreds of thousands of
believers and non believers alike.
In his first public address at Havana’s
international airport, the Pope defined Cuba’s
status in the world, highlighting that the
archipelago was akin to a link between the
North, South, East and West and -- in keeping
with the dreams of Jose Marti -- had shown
extraordinary courage in its exploration of
every avenue in search of the point at which
all people might be united in friendship.
In what is considered to have been
a historic event in March 2015, Francois
Hollande became the first French president
to visit Cuba. He was welcomed by his Cuban
counterpart Raul Castro and by the leader of
the Cuban Revolution Fidel Castro.
The Head of State called in a lecture at
the University of Havana’s Aula Magna, for
the lifting of the U.S blockade of Cuba, stating
that he would do everything in his power to
ensure the annulment of the measure.
He said that“to come to Cuba is to come
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Juan Carlos
Varela
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Nicolas Maduro

to a country that represents a form of
Latin American expression and validation
of dignity and independence. This is why
it has played such an important role in
negotiations and promotes peace”.
During a three day visit to Cuba in
September, Panamanian president Juan
Carlos Varela, in addition to visiting the
Latin American School of Medicine and
the “Solidaridad con Panamá” special
needs school, was officially received by
and held talks with the Cuban president.
The business delegation that
accompanied him held meetings and
signed a range of cooperation agreements
in various sectors of mutual interest.
The president of Serbia, Tomislav
Nikolić, became the first leader since the
disintegration of the former Yugoslavia
from that European nation to visit Cuba.
During his stay, the dignitary
bestowed the Order of Serbia on Fidel
Castro for his historic contribution to
the development of bilateral ties of
friendship and cooperation.
Amongst others of the highest
ranking visitors to Cuba, that by
Choummaly Sayasone, the president of
the Peoples Democratic Republic of Lao
last October, during which he received
the highest award by the Council of State,

the Order of Jose Marti, stands out.
This same honor was also conferred
on the president of Vietnam, Truong Tan
Sang, who considered the decoration
important because it bears the name
of the “Apostle” of the Cuban homeland
and as such honored the Communist
Party of Cuba, the workers and all the
people of Cuba.
Prior to the award ceremony in the
Revolution Palace, an official signing of
legal instruments that, according to both
sides, contributed to the deepening of
bilateral relations notable for their historic
warmth, was held.
For the past three years Cuba has
been host nation and a guarantor to
peace talks between the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia-Peoples Army
(FARC-EP from the Spanish initials) and
that countries government.
The president of Colombia came
to Cuba in September for the signing
of an agreement by both sides on
the establishment of a Special Peace
Jurisdiction, at which he was joined by
President Raul Castro.
The Namibian Head of State, Hage
Gottfried Geingob, undertook an official
visit – his first since his election as president
-- to Cuba, where his arrival highlighted the

Truong Tan Sang
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friendly the ties that unite both nations.
In a similar vein, during a visit in October,
Italian premier Matteo Renzi, called on
the business community in his country
to identify opportunities and invest in
the tourist, real-estate, agri-industrial,
renewable energy and any other sectors
that would strengthen ties between the
two nations.
International Workers Day celebrations
in Cuba were not only marked by the
massive traditional march, but also by the
presence of the Venezuelan president,
Nicolas Maduro.
Bolivian president, Evo Morales, visited
revolutionary leader Fidel Castro for his
birthday on August 13.
As 2015 drew to a close, Cuba’s regional
importance was brought into focus by
visits by President Jorge Carlos Fonseca of
Cape Verde and that of Costa Rica, both of
whom were received by the Head of State
and engaged in official talks.
President Luis Guillermo Solís of Costa
Rica led a large delegation of politicians
and business people, in order to forge
closer links with Cuba.
His visit brought the process of the
normalization of ties that commenced in
the 1990’s to close and promoted technical
and other collaborations with Cuba.

HEALTH & SCIENCE
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Historic Climate Change Agreement Signed In Paris
By AlfredoBOADA

temperature stability of 1.5 degrees Celsius,
as reasonably requested by small developing
island states, most affected by climate change.
He reiterated Cuba’s stance in favor of
an agreement that entails a strong global
commitment for reducing greenhouse
gases, based on the principle of shared but
differentiated responsibilities.
He said that the adverse effects of climate
change cannot be fought by hindering the
development of those countries that need it
the most, or by hindering national efforts for
the eradication of poverty and hunger.
The Le Bourget exhibition park in the
French capital hosted the 195 countries that
reached a historic agreement on climate

PHOTO:s Masiel Fernández Bolaños

Cuba joined in the world call made in
Paris, France, during the UN Conference
on Climate Change, COP21, which closed
with a new world agreement to preserve
life on the planet.
The Cuban Minister of Science,
Technology and the Environment, Elba
Rosa Pérez told The Havana Reporter
from France this is the starting point
of a new phase in the struggle against
global warming.
The Cuban minister said at the
closing of the Paris Summit that although
imperfect, what is now referred to as the
Paris Agreement reflects the consensual
work done with regard to climate events

in the world for more than five years.
Pérez noted that all the issues raised by Cuba such as
climate adaptation, financing, technology transfer and
the use of scientific results, among others, are included

in the new agreement.
The Paris Agreement establishes a difference
between actions to be undertaken by developed
countries and those by developing nations, the Cuban
minister pointed out.
Cuba conveyed an open message during the COP21
presidential meeting, affirming that the current battle
against climate change is closely related to the need
for establishing a new international economic order,
eliminating poverty, and changing current production
and consumption patterns.
By voicing its concerns at the Climate Summit,
Cuba spoke on behalf of, amongst other groups, most
developing countries, the Bolivarian Alliance for the
Peoples of Our America (ALBA) and small island states,.
In his COP21 address, Cuba’s First Vice President
Miguel Díaz-Canel, quoted the leader of the Cuban
Revolution Fidel Castro’s warning that “a major biological
species was at risk of extinction due to the rapid and
progressive destruction of its natural living conditions:
the human being.”
Díaz-Canel highlighted the necessity for global

change, aiming to keep the rise in temperatures this
century well below 2 degrees Celsius and encouraging
efforts for a reduction to below 1.5 degrees, relative to
pre-industrial levels.

Cuban and U.S. Scientists Unite To Combat Dementia

At a meeting held in Havana prior to a
Global Health Institute (GHI) conference,
academics from North America signaled
their intention to cooperate with Cuba in
the field of third age degenerative diseases.
Bruce Miller, an expert from the
University of California, confirmed an
interest in collaborating with Cuba on
the basis of the strength of it’s Public
Health System.

At the meeting in advance of the
opening of the GHI conference on
reducing the global incidence and
impact of dementia, the specialist
pointed out that the costs associated
with this condition in the U.S. are far
greater than those dedicated to the fight
against cancer.
Miller emphasized that “it is because
of Cuba’s leadership in the field that we
chose to hold this event here”.
Pedro Valdes, vice-director of the
Cuban Neurosciences Center (CCN from
the Spanish initials) expressed thanks
for the decision taken by Trinity College
Dublin, in Ireland and the University of
California to have Cuba host the event.
The expert stressed that it was
thanks to the reestablishment of
diplomatic relations between Havana
and Washington that encounters of this
nature would occur ever more frequently
at the highest levels.
One of GHI’s primary purposes is the
formation of future leaders in brain health
to increase dementia awareness within
vulnerable and marginalized groups.
Amongst those invited to attend the
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By YoeSUÁREZ

gathering was Shekar Saxena, the World
Health Organization’s Director of Mental
Health, who delivered the inaugural
conference address on global priorities to
combat cognitive diseases.
In his speech, Saxeno warned of a
global increase in these conditions,
predicting that the incidence of such
cases would double by the middle of
this century.
He highlighted that the Caribbean
is one of zones most affected by the

prevalence of such conditions and added
that the WHO was working in a special
manner in the region.
Professor Tamer Demiralp revealed the
results of studies on the subject undertaken
at the University of Istanbul to participants.
Amongst
those
presenting
conferences during the GHI event were
Daysi Acosta, honorary vice-president of
the International Alzheimer Association
and the director of the Third Age Research
Center, Humberto Arencibia.
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Centuries Old Saint Lazarus Pilgrimage Tradition

HAVANA.- Rincón (Corner), as the place name suggests is
an isolated locality in Cuba that earned renown during the
first half of the XX century, not because it is a crossroads
but because it is at the center of an ancient tradition, the
pilgrimage to the National Saint Lazarus Sanctuary.
Every December 17, thousands of people from
all over the country and from abroad, travel to the
settlement 20km south of the capital city, to venerate
the Catholic Saint Lazarus or Babalu Aye, according to
the Yoruba and Santeria traditions.
This is one of Cuba’s largest religious manifestations
during which participants for the most part undertake
or commit to a vow to the saint, considered to be
a protector of the sick, principally those with skin
conditions or contagious diseases, although believers
in fact lay a wide array problems before him.
The sound of drums can be heard emanating from
some households from early December and believers
wearing jute or purple colored dress, with which the
deity is identified, can be seen on the streets.
But it is on December 17 that the true splendor of
pilgrimage celebrations is to be beheld. An immense
majority of devotees travel the five kilometer path that
joins Rincon to the Santiago de la Vegas area on foot, to
make their flower, candle, coin and other such offerings.
On the way to the shrine people barefoot, crawling or
walking on their knees can be seen dragging huge pieces
of stone or wooden crosses in thanks to San Lazaro for the
recovery of their health, or that of a loved one.
As was the case on previous occasions, authorities
implemented special measures and closed certain
roads to ensure pedestrian safety, to avoid traffic
congestion to reduce the risk of accidents.
Rosa Maria, a housewife living in the Plaza de la
Revolucion municipality said “I have come every year
since 2000 to pray for my son’s health and that of the
whole family and I hope to continue coming for as long
as I am able”.
This time around, the celebrations coincided with
the first anniversary of the announcement regarding the
reestablishment of Cuba-U.S relations, inspiring some to
also implore for progress in the normalization process.

Rincón is a small town of about 4,000 inhabitants,
situated on the site where the road divides for Bejucal
famous for it’s festivities and San Antonio de los Baños,
known as the Comedy Capital.
According
to
historians there are a
range of hypothesis
about the origin of the
place-name, perhaps
the most accurate
of which being that
it is derived from it‘s
geographical position
on a curve known
since olden days as the
Rincon Round.
The
town
was
renamed in 1917 when
the Saint Lazarus temple
and Royal Hospital of
the same name, which
in those days treated
leprosy patients -- now
the Doctor Guillermo
Fernández HernándezBaquero
specialized
dermatology center -were transferred there.
During the 1990’s
the church was granted
the title of National
Sanctuary on account
of it’s ever increasing
significance to those of
diverse faiths.
Pope John Paul II,
the first Holy Father
to visit Cuba in 1998,
visited the blessed
shrine which experts
describe as “Havana’s
very own version of The
Cobre in Santiago de
Cuba”.

PHOTO: Courtesy of Cubadebate

PHOTOs: Miguel Guzmán Ruiz

By Carmen ESQUIVEL

It would be impossible today to imagine this
place without it’s sanctuary, hospital and traditional
December 17 pilgrimage.

CULTURE
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SPOTLIGHT ON
San Jose Galleon Treasure Dispute

BOGOTA._ The discovery in Colombian
waters of the Galleon, the San José, has
refueled a dispute involving interested
parties from the U.S., Spain, Peru and
descendants of passengers and crew
regarding the ownership of the valuable
booty that sank with the ship in 1708.
Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos confirmed the finding in waters
near Cartagena de Indias, following a
three century long search for one of the
most valuable sunken treasures in the
Caribbean and the world.
Built in 1698, the Galleon the San

José left Cartagena de Indias for Cadiz
ten years later under Spanish flag,
escorted by 20 vessels and flanked by
66 bronze canons to protect the cargo:
11 million gold coins and nearly 200
tons of silver and emeralds, among
other treasures.
The galleon sank near the Rosario
Islands after waging a battle against
a British squadron commanded by
Captain Charles Wagner.
Claimed by a U.S. treasure hunting
company that insists it discovered the
wreck in 1982, the valuable cargo worth
$10 billion is also claimed by family
members of passengers who included,
among other illustrious people, relatives
of the Peruvian Viceroy.
In addition to the gold coins, the
galleon carried gold and silver ingots
and precious stones to enhance
the coffers of King Phillip V, who
was engaged in the War of Spanish
Succession at the time and was waiting
for treasures from the colonies in
America, including Colombia.
A part of those treasures went to the
bottom of the Caribbean Sea.
Hence, the Spanish government

also has it’s sights on the treasure
trove and has already stated that it
will ask Colombia to provide accurate
information
about
the
finding
and regulations that support the
appropriation of the precious cargo,
before announcing what measures it
may to claim what it considers to be its
underwater heritage.
According
to
lawyer
Néstor
Humberto Martínez, member of the
Commission for Shipwrecked Antiques,
the coordinates where the galleon
was located are different to those
previously announced by the U.S. firm
Sea Search Armada (SSA). He noted
that consequently, the company has no
legal right to the discovery.
Meanwhile, Colombia sustains that
the shipwreck is part of its national
heritage because it has been lying in
its jurisdictional waters for more than
300 years, and that part of the treasure
allegedly came from local deposits.
According to Semana magazine,
experts believe that the sunken ships
should remain where they lie and if
ever moved, that they must be kept in
museums together with what might

HAVANA.- The Cuban capital awoke in December to the
sounds of the the 2015 International Jazz Plaza Festival,
which brought together traditional jazz playing
musicians and new exponents of the genre born in the
United States during the late 19th century .
The 31st edition of this great celebration included
a fusion of different jazz styles, emphasizing the
autochthonous roots of the African, HispanicAmerican and Caribbean countries to diversify the
most contemporary of musical expressions, without
abandoning standard classics.

be found with them, because they are
jewels of humanity.
After the news of the finding was
made known, Santos announced that
a museum would be built in Cartagena
de Indias for that purpose.
The search continues near that city.
Offshore, both experts and amateurs
are forming a wide range of hypotheses
and controversies as they try to figure
out the future of the relic found to face
further stormy waters.
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By Adalys PilarMIRELES

The Preservation Hall group, one of New Orleans’
best jazz bands came to Cuba for the first time to
open what is the largest such festival on the island.
Piano player Ernan Lopez-Nusa was joined on stage
by artists from the United States and Cuba, forming a
musical metaphor that brought musicians from both
countries closer together.
The virtuoso piano player and other local jazz
band musicians ended up in a jam session comprising
famous Cuban numbers like El Manisero and
traditional Cha,Cha,Cha and Danzon melodies.

Devoted to the musical styles that have influenced
jazz, the event held here between December 17 and
20, brought the talent of southern blues-rock guitar
player Billy Gibbons, a member of the group ZZ Top,
the trombonist Steve Turre and the contemporary
violinist Doug Cameron together.
From Latin America came the Chilean group
Puente Encina & Band and the Argentinian Jazz Organ
Trio, while Cuban musicians Pancho Amat, Orlando
Valle (Maraca), Zule Guerra and Bobby Carcaces gave
festival that tropical touch.
Popular Cuban musicians accompanied singer
Omara Portuondo, pianist Roberto Foseca and multiinstrumentalist and singer Bobby Carcaces for the
event‘s finale at Havana’s Mella Theater.
Parallel to the jazz performances, the 11th
International Colloquium on Jazz, devoted to Network
for the Defense of Humankind and Diversity was held,
which included workshops and conversations with
Cuban and foreign artists.
The 2015 Jazz Plaza Festival also presented the
audiovisual work „Portrait of a Diva,“ written and
directed by Ileana Rodriguez, which details of the
recording process of the album Magia Negra (Black
Magic) by Cuban singer Omara Portuondo.
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Basílica Menor San
Francisco de Asís

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

Casa de Africa

RECOMMENDS

Biblioteca Pública Rubén
Martínez Villena

• Giselle,
choreography:
Alicia Alonso at
Gran Teatro de la
Habana
Iglesia de Paula

Oficios e/ Amargura y Churruca,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-9683.
Sat. Jan. 9 (6 pm): Saxophonist
Javier Zalba in concert. Guests:
pianist María del Henar Navarro
and flutist José E. Zalba-Smith.
Sat. 16 (6 pm): Concert by
Lecuona Trio. Sat. 23 (6 pm):
Countertenor Frank Sánchez
Ledesma in concert. Thu. 28 (7
pm): Show marking the 17th
anniversary of the founding of
Habana Radio station.

Antiguo Casino Español
(Former Spanish Casino)

MUSEUMS AND
GALLERIES

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

Oratorio San Felipe Neri

Obra Pía e/ San Ignacio y
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel:
861-5798. Sat. Jan. 16 (3 pm):
Obiní Batá folk band performs.

Centro HispanoAmericano de Cultura

Paula esq. San Ignacio, La
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 860-4210.
Fri. Jan. 8 (7 pm): Concert by
violinist Gersia Sánchez. Fri. 22
(7 pm): Concert by the Baroque
Orchestra of the National
School of Arts, conducted by
Laura Valdés and Yulnara Vega.

Calle Obispo, e/ Oficios y
Baratillos.Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 862 -9175 Galería de la
Biblioteca. Fri. Jan. 8 (5 pm):
Opening of collective poster
exhibition Estrellas (Stars).

Casa de Artes y Tradiciones
Chinas

Teatro Martí

Paseo del Prado esq. Ánimas.
Centro Habana .Sala Ignacio
Cervantes. Sun. Jan. 17 (6
pm): Pianist Yanner Rascón
in concert. Sun. 31 (6 pm):
Performers with the Opera
House in Daejeon, South
Korea, and with Cuba’s
National Lyrical Theater.

Calle Dragones y Zulueta.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866- 7153.
Sat. 30 (8:30pm): Special concert
by pianist José María Vitier.

Calle Aguiar esq. Obrapía.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-3243.
Sat. Jan. 9 (4 pm): Chamber
music performance by students
from the Higher Arts Institute.
Thu. 14 (7 pm): Violinist Jenny
Peña performs, accompanied
by the symphony orchestra
of the Higher Arts Institute.
Sat. 16 (4 pm): Pianist Lianne
Vega performs. Wed. 27 (7 pm):
Show marking the seventh
anniversary of the founding
of Havana’s Mozart Lyceum,
featuring the symphony
orchestra of the Higher Arts
Institute. Sat. 30 (4 pm): Concert
honoring Franz Schubert on the
anniversary of his birth.

Malecón e/ Capdevila y Paseo.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866-0775.
Sat. Jan. 16 (5 pm): Concert by
the Chamber Music Orchestra
of the National Arts School,
conducted by Marisol Cao
Milán. Sat. 23 (5 pm): Rubén
Moro and his Kora band (trova
music).Sat. 30 (5 pm): Wind
quartet Ébanos de La Habana
in concert.

Calle Salud e/ Gerbáceo y
Escobar. Centro Habana. Tel: 7
860-9976. Fri. Jan. 22 (3 pm):
Opening of the photo exhibit
La China contemporánea
(Contemporary China),
sponsored by the embassy of
the People’s Republic of China.
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AROUND

Casa Juan Gualberto
Gomez

Factoría Habana

Vitrina de Valonia

NIGHTCLUBS &
CABARETS

NIGHTCLUBS & CABARETS

El Jelengue de Areito

Calle Empedrado e/ Habana y
Compostela. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 866-4114. Through Jan. 24:
Inauguration of the Harlequins
and Clowns exposition, a series
put together by Ibáñez during
the early 1970s.

Palacio de Lombillo

Calle O´ Reilly e/ Habana y
Aguiar. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
864-9518. Signs exposition. Art
and industry and viceversa,
reunites objects, texts, artifacts,
photographs, ceramics, graphic
work, videos and printed
materials, with the aim to make
the creative experiences stand
out in which a balanced fusion
of art, design and industry is
created alongside the particular
elements of the arquitectural
and urbanistic scene where
such experiences by the
author’s team have been made.

Calle San Ignacio e/ Muralla y
Teniente Rey, Plaza Vieja. Tel: 7
868- 3561. Through January:
Exhibition Panorama gráfico
(Graphic Panorama).

DANCE
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Gran Teatro de la Habana

Paseo de Martí. Centro Habana.
Tel: 7 861-3078. Sala García
Lorca. Fri. 8, Sat. 9 (8:30 pm)
and Sun. 10 (5 pm): Giselle,
choreography: Alicia Alonso.

Museo de Arte Colonial
Calle San Miguel e/ Campanario
y Lealtad. Centro Habana.
Tel: 7 862- 0673. Fri: Jan. 8 (5
pm): Rumberos de Cuba band
performs (rumba).

Teatro Martí

Casa de la Música de
Galiano

Casa Oswaldo Guayasamín

Calle Empedrado, esq.
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861- 5798. En la planta baja
del Palacio de Lombillo. Fri.
Jan. (4 pm): Photo exhibition
Habana clásica sensual (Sensual
Classical Havana) opens, by
Gabriel Dávalos.

Calle Obrapía e/ Oficios y
Mercaderes. La Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 861- 3843. Reencounter,
exhibition by the painter Irene
Sierra Carreño.

Plaza de la Catedral e/
Empedrado y O’Reilly.
Habana Vieja Tel: 7 862 6440.
Through Jan: Photo exhibit
Fotografiando mi Habana (Shots
of Havana).

Galiano e/ Neptuno y Concordia,
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 862-4165.
Wed. Jan. 27 (5-9 pm): Club
“Dancing Casino”.

Calle Dragones y Zulueta.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 8667153. Fri. Jan. 15, Sat. 16 (8:30
pm) and Sun. 17 (5 pm):
Performance by Zenon Dance
Company of the United States.
Fri. Jan. 22, Sat. 23 (8:30 pm)
and Sun. 24 (5 pm): Malpaso
Dance Company performs.
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Lizt Alfonso Company Dances Through 2015

PHOTO: Courtesy of liztalfonso.com

By Cosset LAZO

2015 afforded Cuba’s Lizt Alfonso Dance
Company opportunities for professional and
artistic development based on the intense
efforts of its dancers, choreographers and
musicians during tours of Canada, Mexico
and the United States.
Indeed, it was in the U.S that the
company founded 24 years ago by maitre
Lizt Alfonso, made history by becoming
the first Cuban dance company to
perform at the Latin Grammy Awards
ceremony at Las Vegas’ both Grand

Garden Arena, on November 19.
The company initially performed
alongside the Colombian band ChocQuib
Town and then later again at the closing
of a show viewed by millions of people
worldwide each year.
The Lizt Alfonso Dance Company
debut at the 16th Latin Grammy Awards
coincided with the company’s tour
of the U.S. cities of Princeton, Boston,
Washington and New York, from
November 5 to December 6.

The company presented several
performances of Cuba Vibra! at the New
Victory Theater in New York, to mark the
20th anniversary of the foundation of
the U.S. Cultural Center, where they were
joined by, amongst other notable artists,
the former principal American Ballet
Theater dancer, Xiomara Reyes and North
American singer Alicia Keys.
A special performance at the
Meridian Center in Washington saw
Senator Bernie Sanders, Congresswoman

Barbara Lee and Cuban ambassador in
the United States, José Cabañas, among
the audience.
As part of their tour, the Cuban
company visited Puerto Rico for the first
time and took part in the Christmas tree
lighting ceremony together with Puerto
Rican singer José Feliciano, the Gran
Combo band and Cuban singer Ivette
Cepeda. It also staged the Cuba Vibra!
show at the Tapia Theater in San Juan.
To the beat of cha cha cha, mambo,
rumba, conga and bolero, their
performances showcased the Cuban
company’s star quality, internationally
renowned for it’s fusion of dance
styles accompanied by live musical
performances.
This was the dance company’s
eighth U.S tour. In 2011, it performed
choreographed versions of Fuerza y
compás and Pa Cuba me voy at the
Las Vegas’ City Center and New York’s
Guggenheim Museum.
The Dance Company also enthralled
large audiences in Canada with its
Amigas show, whilst the Mexican cities
of Oaxaca, Tijuana and Mexicali were
treated to the Alas and Bailando pieces.

Havana: A Unique Cinema Culture
Filmmakers and guests at the recent International
Festival of New Latin American Cinema, perhaps more
accustomed to both softer seats and dialect to dissect
the theoretical confirmation of their art, were schooled
in new ways to view and appreciate cinematic works.
To be seated in any folding armchair on the festival
circuit exposed them to a public who could see beyond
the images, comprehend
story-lines from various perspectives and deliver
onsite real-time commentaries on the frames, the acting,
the script and everything else the movie brought to
mind.
Directors, actors, scriptwriters, producers and actors
from all over the continent could not but marvel at
the habits of their Cuban audiences, ever ready to
transform into -- sincere and plural, if lacking somewhat
in expertise -- critics.
Nonetheless, cinema in this corner of the globe is
really not so different, still a misty mirror reflecting life’s
harsh realities through the multiplicity of resources a
visionary has to hand, or perhaps through a series of
strategic discourses, far removed from those that inspire
commercial cinema releases.
This, the 37th International Festival of New Latin
American Cinema brought together almost 50 titles,
screened on the Havana circuit between the 3rd and
13th of December.
The official competition category alone featured

PHOTO: Emilio Herrera

By AlainPLANELLS

23 fiction features, 22 medium and shorts, 21 debut
productions, 33 animated films, 24 unedited scripts and
an equal number of posters.
The high standard of entries made tough work for
the jury who eventually found in favor of “EL Club” by
prestigious Chilean director Pablo Larraín as the best
full length fiction feature and the film “Desde Alla” (From
There) took the Coral for the best debut work entry.
The public voted to confer the the most popular

prize on Director Pablo Trapero, for his Argentinian
entry “El Clan”.
Julio Hernández was awarded the prize for best
script and actors Diego Calva and Eduardo Eliseo
Martínez shared the Coral for best male actor in the
Mexican-German film “Te prometo anarquía” (I Promise
Anarchy).
The best female lead went to Mexican Jana Raluy,
for her role in the film “Un monstruo de mil cabezas” (A
Monster with a Thousand Heads).
In addition to those entered into the competition
there were others from different latitudes and
perspectives, such as indigenous Latin American
peoples and cultures and young Cuban producers.
Parallel to the screenings, tributes to renowned
filmmakers, such as the Italian Mario Monicelli and
the Brazilian Ruy Guerra – honorary Festival Coral in
recognition of his outstanding career – were organized.
During the 10 day long festival, visiting artists
could also attend and participate in workshops and
creative laboratories, many graced by the presence of
experts, screenwriters, producers and creators from the
Sundance Institute attending the event.
The Havana Festival coincided with the 30th
Anniversary of the of the New Latin American Cinema
Foundation, granted a Special Coral for a mission -shared with the Film Festival -- to bring cinema, creators
and the public together.

PHOTO FEATURE
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Idyllic Rural Surroundings Of La Guira
By Roberto F. CAMPOS
With it’s former name, “Hacienda Cortina” still posted in
welcome, the La Guira farm is a present day paradise,
encompassing nature, the conservation of precious
scenery and a panorama of universal culture.
Located in the western province of Pinar del Rio,
it boasts an unusual medieval castle styled entrance
designed by the original politician, writer and lawyer
owner from whom the name is derived.
José Manuel Cortina created a culturally enriching
natural emporium that has been well protected and
conserved, with both domestic and foreign tourists now
availing of the opportunity to enjoy a visit.

The architecturally eclectic Hacienda, part of which
is based on France’s Versailles, is close to San Diego
de los Baños and the Los Portales cave -- site of Che
Guevara‘s command center during the Missile Crisis –
which form an entrance to the province of the Pinar del
Rio from the east.
The unique surroundings, various restaurants,
quaint stone pathways, sculptors of varied origin
and truly stunning landscapes that showcase
typical Cuban countryside scenes, offer travelers
an intimate encounter with this perfectly
preserved environment.
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The Shadow of Neoliberalism
HAVANA._ People who experienced the
dark days of neo-liberalism in Argentina
are disturbed by what seemingly
represents a return of the corporate rightwing to the Pink House, in the guise of
tycoon Mauricio Macri.
Between 1989, when Carlos Menem
first took office for two consecutive
terms (until 1999) and the government of
Eduardo Duhalde (2002-2003), including
the historical crisis at the start of the
century, the South American country
became the most vivid example of the
harmful consequences of the highest
expressions of neo-liberalism.
The social upheaval in December 2001
represented the climax of a general crisis
in a country whose massive resources had
been plundered during the government
of Fernando de la Rúa (1999-2001).
Prior to his election, Fernando de la
Rúa was considered to be a central-leftist
candidate likely to change the course of
the previous ten years, set by the Menem
government.
He transpired to be of dubious
character, blatantly surrendering to local
and foreign capital and in the face of the
wrath of a population that ignored the

state of siege declared two hours earlier
by the president himself, ended up being
rescued by a helicopter from the roof of
the presidential palace.
After his flight, a number of political
figures --unable to control the crisis and
in the face popular demands for radical
change –lasted only a few days in power.
Today, following twelve years of
progressive governments in Argentina,
it’s worth recalling such times, which
came to an end in May 2003 with the
election of the then governor of Santa
Cruz province, Néstor Kirchner.
He kept the promise made at his
inauguration when he said, „I’ve come
to come offer you a dream; to rebuild
our identity as people and as a nation…
forging truth and justice,“ he said upon
swearing in as president.
¨I was part of a decimated generation,
punished with painful absences; I joined
the political struggle with beliefs and
convictions that I will not abandon at the
door of the Pink House,“ he said during
the swearing in ceremony in the presence
of a dozen presidents including Fidel
Castro (Cuba), Hugo Chávez (Venezuela)
and Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva (Brazil).

Ending impunity for military dictators,
seeking justice for their victims, breaking
with the International Monetary Fund,
facing powerful economic and financial
circles, and rescuing natural resources
became the focus of the the new
Argentinean authorities actions.
Kirchner maintained and enhanced
the main points of his political, economic
and social programs all the way through
his term in office, until his wife Cristina
Fernández assumed the presidency in
2007.
She led the country for a further
eight years (two consecutive terms),
during which she suffered the loss of her
husband in 2010.
She was admired by many social
sectors within the country and by the
international community for her strength,
the defense of her principles, and for
works that dignified the impoverished
nation of 2003.
Popularly known as CFK, she will
certainly continue her political work in
the face of complex times looming under
a new administration that supports the
same neoliberal platform that ripped the
country asunder 12 years ago.

PHOTO: Néstor Marin
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Poverty and Low Human Development in Guatemala

GUATEMALA.- Even though news about an alarming
increase in the incidence of poverty and low levels
of human development has been reported amid the
Christmas festivities, it nonetheless evoked angry and
painful reactions.
Opposition deputies, social activists, representatives
from international agencies and a significant proportion
of the Guatemalan people are united in their demand
that measures implemented this year to confront
corruption and impunity should now be reinforced in
an endeavor to improve these indicators.
In the judgement of Convergence Party elected
deputy, Sandra Morán, inaction, corruption and
impoverishing development policies have left
9,600,000 people in poverty.
She posted “such sadness and indignation“ on her
Facebook social media page following the publication
of the National Living Conditions Survey (ENCOVI 2014
from the Spanish initials).
According to the World Bank sponsored National
Statistics Institute study, between 2006 and 2014

poverty rose by 8.1%, from 51.2% to 59.3% and extreme
poverty affects 23.4% of the population.
Indigenous people based primarily in the western
high plains continue to be the sector most affected by
this bleak landscape with 79.2% of their number living
in poverty, a rise of 1.9 percentage points on the 2006
figures.
The report reveals that almost seven out of every
ten people under 18 years of age live in unstable
conditions.
Alejandro Maldonado, the Guatemalan president
said of the report that“every Guatemalan should be
ashamed of such social indicators, an alarming signal,
warranting care and attention”.
The human and women‘s rights activist Mirna
Ramírez, accused members of the Coordinating
Committee for Agriculture, Commerce, Industry and
Finance of corruption saying “the country is in need
of a total reform, there are still networks in the public
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sector that loot the national treasury”
The release of the INE research on 10 December
2015 preceded another alarming news story for
a country that has maintained a stable 4% rate of
economic growth over recent years and is considered
to have the Central American region’s most favorable
outlook in this regard.
Five days later Guatemalan news media covered
a report that placed Guatemala in second last place
in the United Nations Human Development Program
index, with the worst overall figures for income per
capita, life expectancy and educational standards.
According to the document the country is placed
128th out of 188 evaluated, with a human development
index of 0.62, above Honduras (0.60) but inferior to the
rest of its neighbors Nicaragua (0.62), El Salvador (0.66)
and Costa Rica (0.76).
Valerie Julliand, resident coordinator of the U.N.
system in Guatemala warned, given that 70% of the
population depended on casual work, combating
poverty in this context was a most serious challenge.

ECONOMY
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Foreign Investment Crucial For Faster Development
PHOTO: Emilio Herrera

By MaríaCÉSAR

Considered to be one of the most crucial transformations
in the country’s economic policy, the promotion of
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Cuba was a constant
topic throughout 2015.
Experts concur that the increasing importance
of the option, which facilitates foreign investment
participation in key sectors, is now a decisive rather
than a complimentary factor for the country’s economic
growth.
Increased foreign investment is also one of the most
significant elements of the ongoing process of updating
the Cuban economic model.
According to estimates, an increase of between five
and seven percent in Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
requires a foreign investment flow of $2 to 2.5 billion
annually.
International experience indicates that the rates of
foreign investment in countries that have been able
to improve both infrastructure and their population’s
standard of living, account for no less than 30 percent
of their GDP.
According to Law No. 118 of the Cuban Foreign

Investment Act, the country will hold a majority stake
in businesses related to natural resources prospecting,
public services, biotechnology development, wholesale
and tourism.
The Cuban Ministry of Foreign Trade and Investment’s
business director, Katia Alonso said that by the middle
of 2015, some 20 foreign investment projects in hotel
management and international economic associations
along with joint ventures in the oil, tourism, professional
services, and construction sectors had been approved.
The group has eight clients approved for investment
in the Mariel Special Development Zone (ZEDM) –two of
whom are already operating - and another six in are the
implementation process.
The list also includes the Cuban firm, the Logistic
Services and Container Terminal Group.
The latter has signed an administration contract with
Singapore’s PSA International, one of the world’s largest
port operators.
Companies backed by one hundred percent foreign
capital include Richmeat (meat) and Devox Caribe
(paints and coatings), both from Mexico, and Spain’s
Profood Service (food and beverage supplies for hotels).
The other two projects approved are those of BDCLog (logistics) and BDC (advanced technology) of
Belgium and the Cuba-Brazil joint venture BrasCuba
(cigarette manufacturing).
Ana Teresa Igarza, ZEDM general manager said that
even though “these first foreign companies are small,
we also have bigger ones on file that are close to being
completed. It’s worth noting that the ZEDM is not only
for large companies but also for small and middle ones,

for individuals or legal entities from any country whose
projects are of interest to us”.
As part of the effort to encourage FDI, Cuba
presented its Business Directory during the 33rd
Havana’s International Trade Fair.
The directory includes 323 companies from 22
sectors connected with import, export and production.
The catalog facilitates contacts between Cuban and
foreign entities and contains trade regulations, mostly
dealing with quality and trade regulation.
The second version of the Cuban Portfolio of Business
Opportunities has now also been issued, comprising 326
projects in 12 key economic areas.
Valued in the region of $8 billion, the projects are
spread all over the country and were identified by
Cuban companies interested in increasing foreign
capital flows to improve their technological capacity
and management methods.
The updated version now includes three proposed
projects to build facilities to enhance health tourism
service exports and sport-related services.
The enlarged portfolio offers 80 more foreign
investment opportunities than previously.
With both new documents available to foreign
investors, Cuba has opened a new phase on the
international market, offering greater opportunities on
better terms with a view to diversifying trade relations,
even in a context devoid the economic blockade.
Cuban Minister of Foreign Trade and Investment
Rodrigo Malmierca said, “we are taking off, building
confidence amongst foreign investors in an economic
and political landscape that has aroused huge interest.”
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Record Cuban Fish Farming Results
more than 20,000 tons, silver carp accounted for the
highest number of fish caught, followed by 6,150 tons of
catfish and 1,150 tons of tilapias.

make croquettes, ground fish meat and cold cuts, among
other foodstuffs for domestic consumption.
Pérez noted that the positive results were achieved
in spite of the severe drought that affected Cuba
during 2015.
He added that farmed shrimp production had also
reached a record high, with a 678 ton surplus above the
4,600 ton target for the year.

Nelson Perez, managing director of the National
Aquaculture Group, told The Havana Reporter that at

Ten of the thirteen Cuban provinces with fish farms
met with targets; the highest amounts reported in
Sancti Spiritus (5,500 tons), Camagüey (4,700) and Villa
Clara (2,500).
Though still insufficient to satisfy domestic
demand, Pérez attributed the results obtained to
better organization, availability of supplies, and greater
motivation amongst workers and management.
A significant amount of the fish produced goes to
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HAVANA.- As the year 2015 drew to a close, official
sources reported that fish farming in Cuba had yielded a
total of 27,228 tons of fish, 1,200 tons above the annual
target and the highest figure recorded since the activity
commenced in the country.

Fish farming in Cuba is largely dependent on
imported of animal feed and other products, meaning
that it’s development demands high levels of investment.
Consequently, the sector is included in the Cuban
portfolio of foreign investment opportunities.

Habanos Still King of Premium Cigars

Cuban cigars still satisfy demanding
connoisseurs from around the world, even
with the premium product facing strong
anti-smoking campaigns in Europe, where
highest sales are reported.
Despite some difficulties, quality and
market share results for 2015 were favorable
and the strong demand for quality hand
rolled Cuban cigars ensured the retention
of their dominant position.
During the1990s, luxury U.S. and
European magazines such as Le Amateur
de Cigare, Epicur, European Cigar Cult
Journal and Smoke, contributed to a rise in
cigar smoking.
It became particularly fashionable
among many women, principally among
upper class models and publications and
news items often featured them smoking
a cigar.
That boost ensured that sights were
once again set on quality with seasoned and

inexperienced smokers alike recognizing
that Cuban cigars were still the best by far.
In the meantime, Havana has, since
1994, held the International Cigar Festival,
comprising, amongst other activities, cigar
and humidor auctions, and the granting
of the Hombre Habano del Año (Habanos
Man of the Year) Award. The event attracts
visitors from all over the world.
In 2015, some 1,000 business people
from the five continents met in Havana to
buy and smoke cigars.
Cuban cigar experts confirm that
Habanos maintain their hold on the leading
premium cigar position worldwide, and that
of the 14, 800, 000, 000 cigars sold globally,
140,000, 000 are premium or hand rolled.
The experts explained in this regard
that more than 90 percent of the cigars sold
worldwide are mass-produced due to the
price: a hand-rolled cigar costs about seven
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U.S. dollars, while a mass produced one is
worth about 60 U.S. cent.
Without taking the U.S. into account
because of the more than 50 year old
Washington imposed blockade, Cuba holds
a 77 percent stake in the international
market premium cigar quota.
The United States is the world’s largest
consumer of hand-rolled premium cigars.
A spokesperson for the Habanos S.A.
Company said that Cuba exports almost
34 brands Premium cigar brands to more
than 100 countries, has some 50 handmade and two highly mechanized cigar
manufacturing plants in addition to
cigarette and wooden box factories.
Almost 200,000 people are involved
in Cigar production in Cuba, including the
relatives of tobacco growers, students and
people from other productive sectors who
lend a hand to the process as required.

SPORTS
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Prensa Latina‘s Best Athletes for 2015
HAVANA.-According
to
Prensa Latina’s traditional
survey, 2015’s best athletes
were Jamaican sprinter
Usain Bolt, Colombian
triple jumper Caterine
Ibargüen and the Chilean
soccer team.
The Latin American
press agency’s poll annual
considered the votes of
almost 100 American,
Caribbean,
Asian,
European and African
press media outlets in
their search for the best
sports-persons and team
of the year.
As he does on the track
“Lightning Bolt” kicked

his heels and left Argentinian
footballer Lionel Messi, whose
success with Barcelona F.C.and
the Albiceleste was not enough
to catch the fastest man on
Earth, in his wake.
The world monarch in the
Bejing-2015, 100m, 200m and
4x100m relay got 52 votes and
Messi 18, which left Chilean
footballer, recognized as part of
Red America trailing far behind
with just 6.
His selection as best male
athlete in the Prensa Latina
poll for a fifth time places
Bolt on a par with Cuban
Javier Sotomayor as the most
decorated in the survey.
The selection of the best

female was a closer call by
far, with Colombian Ibargüen
receiving 23 votes, followed
closely by Jamaican sprinter
Shelly-Ann Fraser with 18 and
Cuban pole-vaulter Yarisley Silva
on 17.
Not
having
lost
in
competition since 2012 and
with 30 victories to her name,
Ibargüen confirmed her status
as the undisputed queen of
the triple-jump by winning the
Diamond League and retaining
her Pan-American and World
titles in Toronto and Beijing
respectively.
The Chilean soccer team
of Jorge Sampaoli reigned in
America with 27 votes for best

Latin American team of the
year, ahead of the Cuban boxing
team with 12 and the burgundy
Venezuelan basketball team
with 6.
Having taken their first ever
title undefeated and at home,
the Chileans went on to win their
Russian World Cup qualifiers
although they eventually were
beaten 3-0 by an avenging
Uruguay.
Prensa Latina has conducted
the poll, which also recognizes
five outstanding athletes –
Messi with 42 votes, Fraser with
25, Cuban boxers Lazaro Alvarez
(22) and Julio César la Cruz (21)
and Silva with 19 – every year
since 1964.

Asian Judo Tour Success

During the months of November
and December, Cuba’s principal judo
protagonists undertook a tour of Asia,
during which they won a total of four
silver and one bronze medal, competing
in addition to the Tokyo Grand Slam in
Japan, in the Grand Prix de Qindao in
China Jeju in South Korea.
Of greater importance to tour
members than medals however, were
the world ranking points attained in their
discipline; the only route open for Rio de
Janeiro-2016 Olympic classification to
the 14 best women and 22 best men in
each weight division.
According to most recent world
ranking updates, Cuba‘s best placed are

Idaliz Ortiz (more than 78kg) and Asley
Gonzalez (90), both in the top ten of their
respective divisions, assuring a favorable
draw in the summer games.
London
Olympics-2012
gold
medalist and Rio de Janeiro-2013 and
Cheliabinsk-2014 world champion, Ortiz,
is ranked third, behind China’s Song
Yu and Sisi Ma, only one of whom can
compete in Rio because only one athlete
from any country in each division can
compete.
Yu is in the lead with a 3,552 point
total, with her compatriot on 2,241 and
the Caribbean contestant on 1,654.
Meanwhile Gonzalez -- London silver
medalist and champion in Brazil -- lies

in tenth place with 1,050 points, having
taken 528 in late November and early
December via second places in both
Tokyo and Quidao and a seventh in Jeju.
Amongst those presently qualified
also are Jose Armenteros, ranked 11 in the
100kg division having won a silver in the
South Korean city, Dayaris Mestre, 20th in
the 48kg division and Alex Garcia, 33rd
in the greater than 100kg class, eligible
because the continental quota works in
his favor and because there are a number
of athletes from the same country ahead
of him in the rankings.
At just one and three places
respectively from qualification are
Magdiel Estrada, 34th in 73kg and Ivan
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Silva, 39th in 81kg, meaning they need to
shine in forthcoming competitions.
Another opportunity for Cubans
to further accumulate points with the
Olympics in sight, will present itself in
the Havana Grand Prix, scheduled to
run at the Sports City Stadium between
the 22nd and 24th of January next. The
season’s opening event will be the African
Open in Tunisia on the 16th and 17th of
that same month.
Other world ranking international
events – including the Paris Grand Slam
in February, which like all of it’s class
offers double points -- will continue until
April 30, the last date at which points to
secure a ticket to Rio will be available.
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Cuban Economy Holds A Steady Course

In keeping with observations noted by the
Latin American and Caribbean Economic
Commission (CEPAL for the Spanish
acronym), Cuba has complied with it’s
responsibilities for economic betterment
and urgently needs the U.S. blockade to
be lifted for further improvement.
This assertion is corroborated by end
of year economic results for 2015 which,
in spite of the effects of this obstacle and
the financial restrictions imposed by the
White House, indicate a 4% growth in
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
There is no doubt whatsoever that
when CEPAL secretary Alicia Barcena was
correct in her assurances that Cuba has
implemented a vast program
of effective measures to update it’s
economic model, which underline the

present positive results.
The figures revealed by Cuban
authorities indicate that the Cuban
economy is on the right track, although
there are still certain sectors that have
not yet increased their pace to stay
in step with the rhythm required for
the construction of a prosperous and
sustainable socialist system and, in
addition to a more efficient employment
of under exploited reserves, to work
harder and better.
Nevertheless, The Minister of the
Economy, Marino Murillo, confirmed
the results of the recently closed year,
were possible due to the anticipation
of liquidity, advance credit contracting
and execution combined with a trend of
cheaper imports. He reflected that the
growth in GDP meant every productive
sector had expanded year on year,
although agriculture, the sugar industry,
construction, transport, storage and
communications had failed to reach
their targets.
In the specific case of agriculture,
growth in forestry and livestock areas
was lesser than planned, fundamentally
arising from vegetable, tobacco, milk and
rice production.
Even though the sugar industry
increased output, it was lower than at the

rate set due to a poorer than anticipated
harvest and amongst other issues,
organizational deficiencies.
The construction sector suffered a
somewhat similar fate which failed to
reach targets because of inadequate
technical preparation for investments.
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ENCOURAGING SIGNS
The 4% growth in GDP ratifies that Cuba
managed to reverse the slowdown trend
of recent years but is not the only cause
for optimism to emerge over the past
twelve month period.
Another is the implementation of
formulas in various sectors for worker
salary increases, linked to increased
efficiency, a more rational exploitation
of the work-day, reduced spending and
costs and increased production.
In this regard, the monthly salary per
worker rose 12% to 696 pesos, which
combined with other aspects resulted in a
rise in both the incomes and quality of life
for a considerable part of the population.
The number of loss making firms fell
from 245 at the close of 2014 to 64 for the
first six months of the year now coming to
an end, and there was an increased rate of
decline in the number of entities paying
tributes unsupported by production.

Experts point out that amongst the
priorities for 2016 are the need to fully
reinforce internal economic reserves,
to steer resources towards activities
that assure exports and substitute
imports, to stimulate continuous and
growing investment in the expansion
of productive sectors that generate
foreign income, in infrastructure and in
strategic sectors.
With an economic program and
a budget in line with the nation’s
possibilities, social services such as health
and education can be maintained at
present levels.
It is also hoped to supply the
electricity needs of the nation with an
eye always firmly on the efficient use of
energy consuming devices.

