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TOURISM

Cuban Tourism: Growth and a Renewed Image

HAVANA._ The fact that the number
of foreign tourists arriving in Cuba
reached three million 45 days earlier
than predicted, is a confirmation of the
increase registered by the country’s
key tourism indicators so far in 2015,
accompanied by a renewed product.
The figure –recorded for the second
time ever in the history of the tourism
of Cuba however this time in mid
November- accounts for an 18 percent
increase over the same period in 2014,
with Canada as the number one issuing
market of tourists to Cuba.
A total of 1,110,000 Canadians have
come to Cuba (13 percent more than
last year), and the number of European

visitors has grown by 25 percent.
The new scenario in the country
and the large international recognition
of the work done by tourism-related
institutions aimed at continuing to
improve the proposals and the quality
of services, were some of the factors that
contributed to this result, the Tourism
Ministry noted.
Praiseworthy
was
the
unprecedented participation of 126
U.S. businesspeople at the International
Tourism Fair, Fitcuba 2015.
Ever since the first talks were held
for the reestablishment of diplomatic
relations (December 17, 2014), the visits
made to Cuba by U.S. executives and
tourists have risen by 35 percent, Cuba’s
Tourism Minister Manuel Marrero said
during the fair.
Yet, the economic, financial and
commercial blockade imposed for
more than 50 years by successive U.S.
administrations continues to be one of
the main obstacles to the development
of the Cuban leisure industry.
According to the latest report
presented at the United States, from
April 2014 to April 2015 only, the
damage caused by the U.S. blockade
to this sector was estimated at some
$1.5 billion.

SEA AND AIR
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By MoisésPÉREZ MOK

In this regard, cruise ship tourism
is one of the most affected categories,
after it represented 59.9 million days in
total for Caribbean countries last year.
So far this year, nearly 20,000
tourists have come to Cuba by sea and,
beginning in December this year, the
cruise ship modality will be extended
to the Guanahacabibes Peninsula
(Biosphere Reserve) in Pinar del Río,
Cuba’s westernmost province.
This province also presented an
attractive program titled The Cigar Route,
which allows visitors to learn about
tobacco growing and cigar production,
and also share with internationally
renowned tobacco growers.

Fitcuba-2015 put an emphasis on
the nautical product currently
promoted in the country, which
includes seven marinas, 11 nautical
centers and 39 international diving
centers. Similarly, kitesurfing stands
as an attractive activity, with the
Cayo Guillermo and Cayo Coco keys
in the Jardines del Rey archipelago
(the venue for the Tourism Fair)
featuring as privilege spots for
practicing that sport.
A climbing park known as “Torre de
cristal Rocarena” was also inaugurated
this year in the same group of keys,
becoming the first one of its type
in the Caribbean, with 90 attractive
activities for nature lovers.
Another new feature of great
impact for Cuba’s tourism in 2015
will be the opening of direct BeijingHavana flights with a technical
stopover in Montreal, Canada,
beginning on December 27 and with
an initial frequency of three flights
a week.
Also this year, the Spanish airline
Iberia resumed its operations,
linking Cuba with more than 60
cities in the world.

CUBA
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Cuba-U.S.: Progress and Obstacles in 2015
By RobertoGARCÍA

BLOCKADE REMAINS IN FORCE
Despite
some
limited
progress made by Havana and
Washington over recent months
and a willingness to proceed,
the principal obstacle remains:
the economic, commercial and
financial blockade imposed on
Cuba for more than five decades
at a cost to the Caribbean nation
of 833,755,000,000 dollars and
incalculable human harm.
Only Congress can lift the
Blockade and there are presently
around twenty proposals for it

to be lifted, with a further thirty
intent on undoing the progress
made to date.
All the while, the Blockade
still proves to be an impediment.
During 2015, the Treasury
Department fined 5 banks
or companies in excess of
2,834,867,000,
from
other
countries for doing business
with Cuba.
For similar reasons, the U.S.
Government has since 2009
imposed penalties amounting
to 14,396,357,471 dollars on
firms from a range of nations.
In spite of the persistence
of this blockade, following
the commencement of the
rapprochement, a certain degree
of progress, albeit inadequate,
can be detected.
An avalanche of legislators,
businessmen, experts of bilateral
issues and representatives from
Government bodies has arrived
in Cuba since January 2015.
The official announcement
by the U.S. on May 29 of the
removal of Cuba from the list of
nations that sponsor terrorism
– on which Cuban authorities
stated it should never have
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Castro and his North American
counterpart Barack Obama, moved
the world and marked a milestone
in history. They also informed of
the release of the three remaining
Cuban anti-terrorists who were
being held in U.S. jails.
On this same date, Ramón
Labañino, Gerardo Hernández
and Antonio Guerrero returned
to Cuba. René González and
Fernando González, members of
the group globally known as the
Cuban 5 had previously returned
to the island having fully served
unjust sentences.

been included – represents
another milestone.
Successive meetings were
also held in both Washington
D.C. and Havana during the
first semester of this year,
until on July 20 of this year
diplomatic relations were
formally reestablished and
embassies opened.
T h r e e
m e m b e r s
of
Obama’s
cabinet
have
visited
Cuba
since. The first
was Secretary
of State, John
Kerry,
who
presided over
the
official
opening of the
U.S.
Embassy
here on August
14. Second to
visit was the
Secretary
of
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Commerce Penny Pritzker who
came in October, followed by
Thomas Vilsack, Secretary of
Agriculture in November.
Another noteworthy event
was the issue of regulations by
the Treasury and Commerce
Departments on January 15 and
again on September 18, which
although took a step in the right
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Something unprecedented in
more than 50 years occurred
in 2015: the reestablishment of
diplomatic relations, broken by
Washington in 1961, between
Cuba and the United Nations, and
the start of a process towards the
normalization of bilateral ties.
The decision by both
governments,
simultaneously
announced on December 17,
2014 by Cuban president Raul

direction are of very limited
significance in the context
of how much Obama could
actually do to ease sanctions.
Other matters of vital
importance for the Cuban
government are their demands
for the U.S. to return the territory
illegally occupied by the
Guantanamo Naval Base and
cease subversion attempts and
Radio and TV Marti broadcasts.
Overall however, experts on
the subject and officials from
both countries take a positive
view of results.
The
relationship
that
commenced in 2015 has been
consolidated,
particularly
economically and the most
reactionary elements on Capitol
Hill and the anti-Cuban sectors
have less room to orchestrate
the undoing of the progress
made to date.
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A Call for Peace and Hope
from Guantánamo
Guantánamo, the easternmost province of Cuba,
became the international city of peace from November
23 to 25 by hosting the fourth Seminar for Peace and
the Elimination of Foreign Military Bases.
Peace activists from 46 countries attended the
seminar, which was organized by the Cuban Peace
Movement (MOVPAZ) and the World Peace Council in
coordination with the Cuban Institute of Friendship
with the Peoples (ICAP).
Nuclear disarmament, the lifting of the blockade
against Cuba, military bases as a warmongering force,
its negative effects and denunciations of interference
policies by the big powers were some of the issues
analyzed in the working sessions.
The need to immediately close the Guantánamo
prison and the Cuban government’s fair demand for
getting back the territory illegally occupied by the
United States since 1903, were recurrent themes in
the debates.
It’s worth highlighting the remarks made by María Do
Socorro Gómez, president of the World Peace Council,
when sustaining that the Guantánamo military base
represents a threat to all Latin American countries.
Meanwhile, Ecuadorian ambassador in Cuba Edgar
Ponce compared the United States to a large monster
whose tentacles are those military bases, which it uses
to plunder Latin American countries.
In the meantime, the U.S. delegation -the largest
with 106 members- exposed the hypocrisy, fallacy and
double standard of Washington’s policy.
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By YadiraCRUZ

“The talks may have been smoothened out but
their objective continues to be the same: to overthrow
the Cuban government,” said Nancy Kohn, member of
the International Committee for Peace, Justice and
Dignity for the Peoples.
The U.S. policy toward Cuba has remained
practically the same since last December 17 to date.
World banks continue to be fined, anti-Cuba

programs continue to receive funding, while
organizations such as the Pastors for Peace movement
and political activists are watched and harassed by
U.S. authorities, she added.
Retired U.S. Colonel Ann Wright called for the
elimination of military bases; denounced the United
States’ enlarged military presence in the world, and
apologized to the Cuban people for the continuing
existence of the Guantánamo naval base.
The U.S. prison has cast a shadow over the beautiful
city of Guantánamo, she noted.
Invading and occupying other countries and
setting up military bases in the world is aberrant,
Wright stressed.
The support for the Palestinian cause, reports
of attacks in Syria, the media campaign against
Venezuela and the decolonization of Puerto Rico were
other issues debated during the seminar.
All these themes are contained in the final declaration
unanimously signed by the participants, who committed
to continue fighting for all those fair causes.
MOVPAZ president Silvio Platero told The Havana
Reporter that Guantánamo has been hosting this
seminar since 2008, given that the oldest U.S. military
base is located in part of its territory.
The recently closed seminar is considered to have
been the most important not only because of the large
number of delegates from different countries, but also
because of the quality of the papers presented, Platero
said. The upcoming seminar is scheduled for 2017.

HEALTH & SCIENCE
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Cuba for New AIDSfree Generations
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UNAIDS executive director
Michel Sidibé

HAVANA.- The number of people
currently infected by HIV in the world
totals more than 35.3 million, and
3.34 million of them are children,
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).
The disease that had the planet
in suspense when it appeared in the

1980s has December 1 designated as
World AIDS Day, dedicated to raising
awareness of how to prevent it, cope
with it and eliminate it.
Cuba welcomes the world celebration
this year with many achievements in
AIDS control, diagnosis and treatment,
and can even offer its experiences in
how to have HIV-free generations in the
near future.
At the beginning of the year, the
country made known the WHO report
about the elimination of mother-tochild transmission of HIV/AIDS, an
achievement that paves the way for
eradicating the disease.
During a recent visit made to Cuba
by the UNAIDS executive director Michel
Sidibé to corroborate the country’s
achievements in this sense said that the
island is an example of how to have new
generations without HIV.
The country has demonstrated it and
will achieve it, because its main premise
is to keep the human being as the center
of attention, and that is the main element
to improve people’s health, Sidibé told
the press.
Cuba puts an emphasis on social

factors and copes with polices targeting
people at risk of contracting the disease,
he added.
Hence why the UNAIDS director
stressed that the island will be able
to fulfill the 90-90-90 target in a short
term. This means that 90 percent of
all people living with HIV will know
their HIV status, that 90 percent of all
people with diagnosed HIV infection
will receive treatment, and that HIV
transmission will be eradicated by
nearly 100 percent, he explained.
The UN official considers that if the
effort is put in, Cuba will help put an end
to the disease as it is one of the countries
that have committed to accomplish the
target and the results in those three
aspects are encouraging already.
SOLIDARITY AND ALLIANCES
Sidibé referred to the origin of the
disease which soon became a world
epidemic, noting that some years ago
the world was overcome by fear. “The
situation was disheartening. Now we
have been able to revert that situation
thanks to international solidarity and the
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By AlfredoBOADA

creation of alliances.”
While in Cuba, the UNAIDS director
visited various primary healthcare
institutions such as the Pedro Kourí
Institute and the National Sexual
Education Center.
“With these visits I have understood
the approach of the disease (in Cuba),
which is treated from the community,”
he said.
“In Cuba there is one doctor for
every 137 persons. That is a dream I have
cherished for many years. It is a sign of
the development attained by the Cuban
health system. In African countries there
is one doctor for every 45,000 people,”
Sidibé stressed.
The director also praised that the
country provides all Cubans alike with full
access to health, ensuring that those people
living with HIV can get comprehensive, free
healthcare and treatment.

Marine Sciences Bind Cuba and USA Together
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By YoeSUÁREZ

HAVANA._ The tenth Congress of Marine Sciences,
MARCUBA 2015, laid the foundations for closer
work between scientific communities from Cuba
and the United States, according to its organizers.
The event was attended by 103 U.S. experts,
mostly as listeners, a record number compared to
the some 15 accreditations often granted in past
congresses, said Guillermo García, president of the
organizing committee.
This step responds to the resumption of
diplomatic relations between Havana and
Washington on December 17, 2014, added García,
who is also the director of Cuba’s National Aquarium.
Held on November 16-20 at Havana’s Convention
Center, the congress presented 37 papers by U.S.
speakers and also conferences by three directors

of U.S. institutions, featuring the one on results of
a recent monitoring of sharks conducted by a U.S.Cuban team of experts.
Robert Hueter, from the Mote Marine Laboratory
of the United States, highlighted that Cuba is a
leader in the creation of a coastal protection system
that significantly simplifies that kind of scientific
observation.
The joint research work kept eyes on species
both in the northern and southern coast of Cuba,
and comprised such areas as the Jardines de la
Reina archipelago and Cojímar, a fishing town in
eastern Havana.
The study concluded that, according to the
season of the year, certain species dominate on the
Havana coast, and that the Oceanic shark –of small

size- is currently in a bad state of conservation.
The study conducted by the Cuban and U.S.
scientists was filmed by the Discovery channel,
which produced the series “Tiburones: Sharks of
Cuba.”
The congress also made known that the aid
offered by foreign entities to Cuba’s 12 largest
coastal projects is currently estimated at nearly $53
million.
„Some of the agencies and institutions that
most contribute to those efforts include the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation, the
UN Environment Fund and the European Union,”
announced the representative in Cuba of the UN
Development Program, Gricel Acosta.
The huge ecological disasters that occur at
present call for greater legislative achievements,
said Orlando Rey, who has a master’s degree in
Juridical Sciences.
At present, no legal instrument exists for coping
with oceans and seas directly, the Cuban specialist
stressed during the conference.
Similarly, it was denounced that the economic
vulnerability of small insular developing states
continues to increase as long as international
forums fail to reach a consensus.
“Obtaining income in the short term is in open
contradiction with the idea of sustainability,” Dr.
Ramón Pichs stressed in statements for The Havana
Reporter.
Even when most of those nations have high
human development indexes, that reality may well
change overnight due to climatologic events such
as hurricanes, for instance, the analyst explained.
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Cuba Celebrates Human Rights
Day with Achievements
By ErnestoVERA

HAVANA._ Cuba celebrates Human
Rights Day on December 10 with
concrete attainments and the world’s
recognition of its sustained efforts and
the great importance the country grants
to the issue.
Despite the U.S. blockade and
campaigns using the human rights issue
as a political instrument to attack the
Cuban Revolution, the island features
among the one third of countries that
have accomplished the UN Millennium
Development Goals set for 2015.
Right after the Revolution triumphed
in 1959, the socialist Cuban project has
targeted the people’s rights for social
inclusion and justice as top priorities, Luis
A. Amorós, head of the Cuban Foreign
Ministry’s Group of Humanitarian Affairs,
said recently.
In a videoconference at the
Foreign Ministry’s headquarters, the
expert highlighted that Cuba is a
signatory country of 42 international
treaties on human rights, and that
abides by their regulations.

The country maintains cooperation
links with diverse humanitarian
organizations from around the
world, both in its territory and while
developing international cooperation
missions abroad, he noted.
On this matter, the official said
that Cuba recently presented before
the UN protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of Children, with the
objective of protecting them from
such phenomena as armed conflicts,
prostitution and pornography.
Other
initiatives
brought
forward by Cuba before competent
international organizations are related
to the implementation of policies
against enforced disappearances and
to rights for the full development of
people with disabilities.
During the videoconference, several
experts presented Cuba’s achievements
in the human rights issue and agreed
to say that the U.S. blockade poses the
main obstacle to the development of
social policies in the island.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
Miguel Littín and Art That Defies Injustice
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By MarthaSÁNCHEZ

QUITO.- In Ecuador for the opening of
his latest film “Allende”, the Chilean
filmmaker Miguel Littín, said that art
is an instrument to describe injustice
to the public.
The work narrates the last hours of
Chilean president, Salvador Allende,
who took his own life on September
11, 1973 in order to evade being
captured by the leaders of a coup
d’etat that subjected the nation to 16
years of military dictatorship.
The 70 year-old founding member
and staunch defender of the New
Latin American Cinema Movement,
vowed to continue to use cinema as a
means of struggle until his dying day.
Shortly after a screening of his
work in the Central University of
Ecuador, he reflected on the frequent
criticism of his generation for making
very dramatic movies by saying that
it had fallen on them to live through
such an era.
He explained that the making of
this film arose from a debt to history,
to Chile and to Latin America; Allende
is the greatest contribution that Chile
can make to the world.
According to the director, his aim
was to tell the story of a human being,
the Allende he knew, the man he saw
every day, to which end he called on
the memories of many and spent years
interviewing “Palacio de la Moneda” the seat of government - survivors.
He stated that events portrayed
in his film could be questioned but
not denied.
The film recreates history and
fantasy mostly through the projection
of a succession of large close ups,
which is how Littín says he sees life
and this story in particular.
In an interview with The Havana

Reporter, the director said that he
very much liked close-ups, because
they opened up the possibility of
accessing human sentiment and
awakened in the spectator the need
to know what it is that the characters
are thinking and feeling.
In addition, the movie was shot in
Caracas, meaning that the facade of
the Palace could not be used in the
set design.
He said that he used the faces of
his characters as his set design, which
became a way to make the telling of
the tale more personal through the
inclusion of a degree of poetry and
abstraction to bear witness to the
events through the eyes of another,
explaining the need for close-ups,
something he said he was not at all
afraid to employ.
Littín admitted to using nonprofessional actors in some of his
scenes, saying he is able to work with
whoever is at is side, the only
matter of importance being that
emotions are honestly portrayed.
It is for this very reason
that he endeavors to present a
portrait of the natural Allende;
vivacious, uncompromising and
at the same time romantic and
love-struck.
He recalls him as being even
more prone to falling in love
than the film suggests, because
he could never stay quiet should
a beautiful woman pass, he
would give her a flower if one
was to hand, something he
himself saw in the Palacio de la
Moneda and decided to include
in this picture.
In spite of objections by some,
Litton asks why not? Why should
it be believed that on September
11, 1973, the President would
become someone who only fired
shots and stops being the gallant
gentleman he always had been?
With two Oscar nominations
and
various
Ariel
prizes
amongst other awards, the
director said that he does not
want to compete in any more
competitions, because prizes
detract from the true reason for
cinema, which is to celebrate the
viewing of diverse films.
This is why when his most
recent film is presented at the
forthcoming annual Festival of
New Latin American Cinema in
Havana, Cuba, it will be outside
of the competition.

After his long years of professional
experience, he feels that cinema is
a means of communication and a
duty. His portrayal of Allende arouses
tenderness, trust, strength and
ultimately, as an audience reasonably
might expect, bestows nuances of an
upstanding combatant on his friend.
Amidst the chaos of nerves, smoke
and destruction, as armed men pass
one of many of the corpses that
would be found at the Palacio de la
Moneda on that day, somebody in
the movie and also in the audience
realizes that it is that of Allende, one
amongst many.
Allende descended from an
aristocratic family but from a young
age embraced socialist idealism and
Littín emphasizes in his film Allende’s
ability to interact on a par with
the people and to conscientiously
implement popular programs.
The extraordinary filmmaker said

that Allende understood what he
would die for. He was not innocent,
but guilty of wanting us to enjoy
more freedom.
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ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

THEATER
MUSIC
*Note: theater companies are in
parentheses

Teatro Martí

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

RECOMMENDS
• Les
Misérables
the musical
at Teatro
Martí.
Oratorio San Felipe Neri

Iglesia de Paula

MUSEUMS AND
GALLERIES

Sala de Diversidad

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

Casa Juan Gualberto
Gomez
Calle Empedrado e/ Habana y
Compostela. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 866-4114.Fri. Dec. 4 (2:30 pm):
Inauguration of the Harlequins
and Clowns exposition, a series
put together by Ibáñez during
the early 70s.

Centro HispanoAmericano de Cultura

Calle Dragones y Zulueta.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866- 7153.
Sat. Dec. 19 and Sun. 20 (6 pm):
The First night in Cuba of the
Musical Les Misérables, by
Claude-Michel Schönberg and
Alain Boublil.

Anfiteatro del Centro
Histórico.
Avenida del Puerto e/ Cuba y
Peña Pobre. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 863-9464. Sat. Dec. 5, 12, 19,
26 and Sun. 6, 13, 20, 27 (9 pm):
Aladdin the Musical. Director:
Alfonso Menéndez.
MUSIC

MUSIC

Basílica Menor San
Francisco de Asís

Oficios e/ Amargura y Churruca,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-9683.
Sat Dec. 12 (6 pm): Presentation
by the Chamber music
orchestra Música Eterna (Eternal
Music), directed by Guido
López-Gavilán. Sat. 19 (6 pm): La
Camerata Romeu, directed by
Zenaida Romeu, celebrating her
orchestra’s 22nd anniversary.

Calle Aguiar esq. Obrapía.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-3243.
Thu. Dec. 3 (7 pm): Presentation
by the distinguished clarinetist
Arístides Porto and guests. Sat.
12 (4 pm): The soprano María
Eugenia Barrios will celebrate
her 75th birthday with the
program Te amaré (I Will Love
You) homage to the songs by
Silvio Rodríguez. Thu. 17 (7 pm):
Recital by the soprano Johana
Simon. Sat. 19 (4 pm): Concert
by the orchestra Soloists from
Havana, conducted by Iván
Valiente. Wed. 23 (7 pm): New
Year’s Eve concert by the ISA
Symphony Orchestra, joined
by the Lyceum Mozartiano of
Havana, directed by its owner
José Antonio Méndez Padrón.

Antiguo Casino Español
(Former Spanish Casino)
Paseo del Prado esq. Ánimas.
Centro Habana .Sala Ignacio
Cervantes. Fri. Dec. 4 ( 6 pm): The
Hubay group, comprising the
violinists Karoly Oláhpulió and
Krisztián Oláh, TamásVörös on
the cymbals and the double
bass player József Ökrös,
directed by Istvánsket. Sun. 6 (6
pm): The pianist Cecilio Tieles
will play the works of José María
Vitier and Yalil Guerra, among
other composers. Fri. 11 (6 pm):
The National Lyrical Theatre
will give the concert Hommage
to Lecuona in celebration of
his 120th anniversary of birth.
Sun. 13 (6 pm): From Soul
to Jazz, advance of the XXXI
Internacional Havana Jazz
Festival. Sun. 20 (6 pm): The duo
Promúsica, comprising violinist
Alfredo Muñoz and pianist
María Victoria del Collado.

Malecón e/ Capdevila y Paseo
del Prado. Centro Habana. Tel:
7 860-6282. Fri. Dec. 11 (10 am):
Inauguration of The Pottery
2015, organizad by the National
Museum of Contemporary
Cumban Ceramics.

Museo de la Ciudad
Calle Tacón e/ Obispo y O´Reilly.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861- 2876.
Fri. Dec. 11 (3 pm): The Havana
Firemen exhibition: 180 years of
tradition and honor.

Vitrina de Valonia

Calle Amargura e/ Mercaderes
y San Ignacio. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7866-4035. Wed. Nov. 4 -Dec. 6
(5 pm): Iberia exhibition by the
Spanish photographer español
Herminio Muñiz.

Palacio de Lombillo
Paula esq. San Ignacio, La
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 860-4210.
Fri. Dec. 11 (7 pm): “Gloria in
Excelsis”, Advent and Christmas
organ works. Repertoire from
different eras and styles with
themes relating to advent
and Christmas. Concert by the
organist Moisés Santiesteban.
Fri. 18 (7 pm): Concert by early
music orchestra Ars Longa.

Casa Africa

Obra Pía e/ San Ignacio y
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861-5798. Fri. Dec. 4 and Thu.
17 (3 pm): Galas dedicated to
Changó and Babalú Ayé which
will welcome the band Rumba
Morena.

Calle San Ignacio e/ Muralla y
Teniente Rey. Plaza Vieja. Tel: 7
868- 3561. Sat. Dec. 12 (10 am):
Inauguration of the Graphic
panorama exhibition of the
Juventud Técnica (Technical
Youth) magazine celebrating its
50th anniversary.

Calle Empedrado esq.
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861-5798. Fri. Nov. 6 – Dec.
6(5 pm): Photography Adjacent
Landscapes by the painter and
designer Virginia Karina Peña.

ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

AROUND

Casa de la Obra Pía

Castillo de la Real Fuerza

NIGHTCLUBS &
NIGHTCLUBS
& CABARETS
CABARETS

Casa de la Música de
Galiano
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Internacional Choir Festival
in Santiago de Cuba
December 2 – 6, 2015
Locations: Sala de Concierto Dolores, Casa Azul del
Conservatorio, Lobby de la Biblioteca Elvira Cape, Sede de
Coros de Santiago de Cuba, Salón de la Ciudad.

Calle Obrapía esq Mercaderes.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861- 30
97. Fri. Dec. 12 (3 pm): The
exhibition of the masculine
wardrobe collection Dialogue
by the designer José Luis
González.

Calle O´Reilly e/ Avenida del
Puerto y Tacón. Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 864-4490. All of December:
La última frontera, exhibition
comprising 50 large-scale
photographs forming part
of the “Secret Nature” series
from the Latin World and the
National Center of Protected
Arts, with the contribution from
the US NGO Environmental
Defense Fund (EDF)

The XXXVII edition of the Latin American Film Festival,
from December 3-13 with 159 films competing: fulllength films, medium-length films and short films, first
films, documentaries and animated films in addition to
unpublished scripts and posters that will be exhibited
in the main cinemas in Havana. The public can also
enjoy 444 films from Latin America as well as from
other parts of the World.

Factoría Habana
Galiano e/ Neptuno y Concordia,
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 862-4165.
Wed. Dec. 30 (5-9 pm): ¨Peña de
casino¨

Casa Oswaldo Guayasamín

DANCE

DANCE

Gran Teatro de la Habana

Calle Obrapía e/ Oficios y
Mercade. La Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861- 3843. Fri. Dec. 18 (5 pm):
The Reecounter exhibition by
the painter Irene Sierra Carreño.

Calle O´ Reilly e/ Habana y
Aguiar. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
864-9518. All of December:
Inauguration of the Signs
exposition. Art and industry
and viceversa, reunites objects,
texts, artefacts, photographs,
ceramics, graphic work, videos
and printed materials, with
the aim to make the creative
experiences stand out in
which a balanced fusion of
art, design and industry is
created alongside the particular
elements of the arquitectural
and urbanistic scene where
such experiences by the
author’s team have been made.

Internation Crafts Fair
December 4-21 2015
Location: Pabexpo, La Habana

Paseo de Martí. Centro Habana.
Tel: 7 861-3078. Sala García
Lorca. Fri. Jan. 1 (5 pm): Gala
for the 57th anniversary of the
Triumph of the Revolution Giselle (Choreography by Alicia
Alonso)

Internacional Jazz
Square Festival
17 al 20 de diciembre 2015
Locations: Teatro Mella, Casa de la
Cultura Plaza.
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Havana’s Theatre Festival
Lives up to Expectations

The 16th edition of Havana’s Theatre
Festival fulfilled the expectations of
theater enthusiasts and was perhaps
more successful than last year’s edition,
according to its organizers.
“We can say that the 16th Theatre
Festival of Havana has far exceeded
the previous edition,” the member
of the organizing committee, Noel
Bonilla-Chongo, told local press shortly
before the closing act, which this time
featured Les Ballets de Monte Carlo
(Ballet Company).
A ten-day varied program with
very
well
conceived
proposals
speaks for itself, as well as the huge
professionalism shown by the event’s
organizers, who tried hard to subtitle
most of the foreign plays so that the
audience could understand them
better.
“We had plays that were loyal to
the original text, others that allude to
another universe, other expressive arts,
dance, ballet, videos, and installations
in different places. I think this is
the hallmark of this edition,” added
Bonilla-Chongo.
Probably one of the best decisions
made for the event –this time dedicated
to honour the 90th birthday of iconic
British director Peter Brooks- was to

go far beyond traditional plays, thus
increasing the number of proposals.
Plays of different genres were staged
and therefore a more heterogeneous
audience in terms of age and place of
origin was present, ranging from young
university students to housewives,
theatre enthusiasts and ordinary
Cubans, who filled nearly 30 theatres
that hosted the event.
Worth mentioning is the musical
Broadway Rox, which had different
generations of Cubans dancing with
passages of emblematic performances
such as Jesus Christ Superstar, Mamma
Mia, Rent or Hair.
Havana’s Mella Theatre was the
ideal setting for the thousands of
theatre lovers who attended all three
days of performances there to sing and
dance to the rhythm of pieces by John
Lennon and Billy Joel, among other
British authors.
The
Nederlander
Theater
organization set off a passion for
rock in Havana when it first came to
the Cuban stage in 2011. It has now
become a regular performer with
adaptations like the Spanish version of
the popular play Rent.
Meanwhile,
the
show/concert
Crash, from the United States,
combined music and suggestive visual
elements, with sounds and melodies

produced by amazing items such as
jacket zippers or a basket of rice.
Among the less orthodox proposals
featured the multidisciplinary show
Glory Box (Australia) performed at
Hotel Riviera’s Salón Copa Room (hall),
a colourful show with a cabaret/casinolike style, two sub-genres practically
forgotten in the Cuban theatre.
REVITALIZING FROM THE
CONVENTIONAL
It would be naïve to think that an event
with more than 30 years of history
would break its effective patterns with
its only intention being to attract new
audiences through the use of fireworks
and newer elements.
The theater, at least in its theoretical
preconception, was present at this
cultural event, with the monologue
and traditional representations being
given due recognition.
Regarding this, there were plays
like “Ayer dejé de matarme gracias a
ti Heiner Müller” by Konstanz Theater
(Germany), “El Bogotazo” (Colombia)
and “O Cantil” by Máquina Theater
(Brazil), as well as the classical play
Cinderella by the Montecarlo Ballet,
which closed the event.
Among the Cuban companies
featuring in the event were leading
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By DamiánESTRADA

theater companies such as Teatro
Buendía and Argos, which showed that
Cuban theater is really going strong.
With 22 countries attending, the
16th edition of Havana’s Theater
Festival staged 37 foreign shows, 13
from Cuba, and two with mixed acts,
for a total of 260 performances, which
is a significant number.
This new edition of the Havana
Theatre Festival captivated the
attention of people with the most
diverse tastes but remaining loyal to
the principles that led to its foundation
in 1985, when a group of visionaries
agreed to show the world that it is
possible to bring together the planet’s
leading theatre companies without
having huge resources.

PHOTO FEATURE
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Varadero: Cuba’s Heavenly Resort
By Roberto F. CAMPOS

Varadero’s shield paints a true picture,
combining concentric circles representing
aborigines, a Spanish fortress symbolizing
colonial rule and a linear representation
of the ten families from the local Cardenas
area who first established the villa.
The mix of timber-built Spanish tiled
dwellings were first officially recognized
on December 15, 1887. Varadero became
increasingly renowned for its natural beauty
and an increasing number of regattas.
The uniquely beautiful sands of Cuba’s
most famous resort, which covers an area

of 26.6 square kilometers, lie 140km east of
Havana on Cuba’s northern coast.
Local authorities have announced that
consistent with the national development
of tourism, the area will offer 20,500 rooms
by the end of 2015 and that by the end of
2016 the “Las Conchas” complex -- presently
under construction for operation by the
Gaviota group – will add a further thousand
to this total.
There are also three more hotels, a
water park, and the so called “Glass Tower”
for those with a head for heights, under

construction in Varadero.
Varadero was discovered during the
circumnavigation of the Island, by sea-faring
Spanish explorer Sebastián de Campo in
1508 and the first mention of the heavenly
oasis is on a 1540 Alonso de Santa Cruz map.
Following the annihilation of the
indigenous aboriginal population by the
colonizers, Varadero became a refuge for
escaped African slaves and pirates such
as Francis Drake, who stopped there to
resupply his vessels en route to the British
ruled islands.

POLITICS

Despite
Obstacles,
Peace Lies on
the Colombian
Horizon
By Adalys PilarMIRELES

BOGOTÁ.- After almost three years of
talks and an agreed conclusion date
between the Colombian Government
and the FARC-EP, a peace process which
has made progress but still confronts
contradictions, is now at a definitive stage.
In addition to preliminary agreements
on issues relating to integral rural reform,
democracy based political participation
and the fight against illicit drugs,
negotiation delegations from both
sides have agreed on an accord that
facilitates the search for the disappeared
in the context of the internal conflict and
another to progressively clear mines from
the national territory.
Despite such progress, the proximity
of March 23- the agreed date for the
talks- requires a more harmonious
and dynamic discourse between
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the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia—People’s
Army
(FARCEP in Spanish) and government
representatives at the talks underway in
Cuba since November, 19 2012.
Both sides meeting in Havana
need to resolve the controversial topic
referred to as transitional justice, which
precedes the establishment of a Special
Peace Jurisdiction that will, investigate,
try and sanction participants in the
armed conflict.
This agreement, announced to
the world on September 23, was later
subjected to revision by the Government,
claiming that it had amounted to an
imprecise consensus on how to proceed.
Terms for disarmament and the
standing down and societal reintegration
of guerrillas are other outstanding issues,
as is the bilateral cease sought by activists,
social movements and the insurgents

who have been at truce since last July 20.
FARC-EP’s most senior figure,
Timoleón Jiménez expressed in his most
recent statement that the other side’s
seemingly deliberate complication of the
process and the slow pace imposed on
the talks table and sub-commissions are
something that warrant consideration.
The rebel leader called for the
flexibilization of procedures to conclude
the issue of transitional justice and he
ratified his confidence in the attainment
of a conclusive deal to bring the more
than half a century old war to an end.
Jiménez asked if such delays were
intent on harassing his side into
accepting impositions.
Nevertheless, President Juan Manuel
Santos denied the existence of any such
pretext, and called for an acceleration of
the talks, given the date March 23.
Another controversial topic is that of a

popular referendum on the agreements
because whilst the Executive favor
such a vote, the FARC-EP is calling for a
National Constituent Assembly.
In the light of such differences on this
and other points, Senator Ivan Cepeda
asked that the method of imposition be
set aside during what is a crucial stage.
He told The Havana Reporter that
dialogue should lead us to destiny’s
door and to success at the talks between
the warring parties.
In addition to commitments to step
up the pace of the talks in Cuba and to
reduce the intensity of their content,
there are other immense obstacles to
overcome, such as the dismantling of the
scourge of para-militarism, considered
to represent the single greatest threat to
any cessation.
Analysts say that, the process
now looked on optimistically by
the
Colombian
public,
requires
joint willingness and work on the
peacekeeping front, to satisfy the
majority of sectors that oppose the war.
The Jiménez -Santos handshake in
Havana of almost two months ago has
been interpreted as the highest point of
the three year-old negotiations and the
moment that marked the irreversibility
of the process.
As a consequence, opinion polls
in Colombia indicate that internal
expectations in turn now lean
towards the possibility that peace is
on the horizon.

Argentina Makes A Right Turn
By Martin HACTHOUN

BUENOS AIRES._- Some 2.8 percent of voters in
Argentina guaranteed the win of conservative
candidate Mauricio Macri, with the country now
swerving to the right with a narrow margin and
ending 12 years of a nationwide popular project.
According to official estimates, 12, 903,047 of
the 25,100,961 valid votes -which account for 51.4
percent- were in favour of Macri; while the remaining
12, 197,914 ballots -48.6 percent- were for Damiel
Scioli, the candidate for the “Frente para la Victoria”
(Front for Victory, FpV).
Taking a quick look at the results of the first
presidential run-off ever in Argentina’s political
history, it may be said there was a polarization of
votes between representatives of the ruling party on
one side, and the united opposition on the other.
That was precisely the idea of the call made, since
the very beginning, by the leaders of the opposition
parties: to join forces to overthrow the FpV.
This objective was not accomplished in the

first round of elections on October 25 because
the leadership of the Cambiemos (Let’s Change)
alliance that nominated Macri refused to join Sergio
Massa and José Manuel de la Sota, representatives
of the dissident centre-rightwing Peronists, whose
factions formed the coalition known as “Una Nueva
Alternativa” (A New Alternative, UNA).
In fact during the first round of elections, UNA –
which groups together Massa’s “Frente Renovador”
(Renewal Front) and Sota’s “Democracia Cristiana”
(Christian Democratic Party), featured as the
third leading faction in the Argentinean political
panorama, with 21.6 percent of votes.
During the November 22 elections however, the
leaders of Cambiemos and UNA, especially those
from the latter group, made a wise move for one
common goal: to defeat the FpV led by President
Cristina Fernández.
The statistics speak for themselves: Scioli and
the FpV suffered a major blow in Córdoba (71.5 to
28.9 percent), while in Buenos Aires they won by a
narrow margin of 2.2. percent (51.1 to 48.9 percent),
thus corroborating that they failed to attract enough
number of Peronista voters from Massa’s front.
The division within sectors of the disintegrated
centre-leftwing, particularly among progressive
enthusiasts represented by the Progressive, Civic
and Social Front of parliamentary deputies Margarita
Stolbitzer and Victoria Donda, finally helped tip the
balance in favor of the right.
Interviewed by The Havana Reporter, voters
from the Progressive Front, who belonged to a
middle class that benefited from the economic
achievements attained by the FpV government,

voted for Macri.
The Socialist Party of Hermes Binner and leftist
trotskyst factions called to leave the ballots in blank,
something that always benefits the candidate with
the majority of votes, according to polling firms.
For the political analyst Hernán Brienza, the
political sector that represents ideas, cultural forms
and the economic interests of the ruling sectors
was able to do what it took old conservative liberals
around 100 years: coming to power thanks to the
vote of millions of Argentineans.
According to Brienza, it is not bad news. They were
able to articulate a competitive political mechanism
to play with from the institutional system; yet not
free from new instruments.
Also joining this situation is a powerful weapon:
the press, which was used during a fierce offensive to
cause hatred and rejection of the nationwide popular
project, especially its leader Cristina Fernández,
among the electorate.
According to Brienza, in an astute political
marketing strategy, the assessors of Cambiemos
managed “to put together a candidate that would
leave the narrow lines of real economic power but
who at the same time would generate delusions of
aspirations in popular sectors that link the middle
classes to the working classes”.
The merit of the media crusade in favour of Macri,
the analyst noted, was to have questioned and
interpreted extensively “enclaves” in popular sectors.
“It’s an evidently evil but effective deception. Telling
the truth is not enough in politics; it is necessary to
communicate effectively. The wrong truth is related
to undesired electoral results,” Brienza concluded.
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Cuba’s Fish Product Exports Grow, Lobster in the Lead
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By María JuliaMAYORAL

Known as the Caribbean Queen, Cuba’s lobster has
become the country’s top seafood export product so
far this year, with total exports of fish and seafood
products likely to account for $70 million by the
end of the year, said Esther María Alejo, the general
director of Caribex import and export company.
In an interview with The Havana Reporter, the
specialist explained that as of the first days of
November, total exports had reached nearly $60
million and about $10 million more are expected to
be obtained from contracts with regular clients such
as Japan, Canada, Central America, Spain, Italy and
France.
Caribex markets sell live, precooked or raw frozen
lobsters, as well as different seafood tails placing
Cuba among the world’s largest fish and seafood

producers, she added.
The company sells shrimp, tench, live eels, natural
sponges, shark fins and frozen sea cucumber, with
major import consortiums and trading companies
in the world among its clients, including regular
customers such as the European corporations
Pescafina and Pescanova, and Japan’s Maruha
Michiru, the expert noted.
In the meantime, the Caribex representative
explained that aquaculture products such as shrimp
would provide a major boost to export sales, because
fishing in Cuban waters is under strict environmental
and economic control.
For instance, Alejo said, farmed shrimp exports
alone are expected to have yielded more than $12
million by the end of 2015.
The fishing section to which Caribex belongs is
comprised of 93 entities, including those dedicated
to farming and catching at sea, different processing
industries and research centers, the specialist commented.
Caribex’s objective is to keep and enlarge its
markets, offer products at the best prices possible,
and work together so that the 93 entities help increase
the amount of foreign currency for the country,
while preserving sea species and the ecosystems in
general, the company’s director stressed.
There is a national development program for
every single one of the exporting products and in
the case of farmed shrimp, it represents a new offer
in the business portfolio for foreign investors.
With the trademarks Batabanó and Conga, Caribex

exports farmed shrimp that are internationally
recognized for their texture and taste, said marketing
specialist Manuel López.
Spain, France, Italy and Canada are the top
importing countries and Vietnam joined them
recently, while other possible markets in Asia are
being studied, explained López.
“Loyalty characterizes our customers, and some
of them have maintained trading links with Caribex
for more than 40 years,” he added.
In December this year the company’s commercial
activity will be intense, as it is associated with the
Christmas and New Year’s festivities, López sustained.
Exporting operations are regularly undertaken
by sea using climate-controlled storage containers,
but the company’s logistic mechanism also allows
shipping by air, Esther María Alejo said.
Neither the Caribbean Queen nor any other highquality product commercialized by Caribex can
enter the U.S. market due to prohibitions associated
with the U.S. blockade, a policy maintained for more
than 50 years by the States and that Alejo called “a
regrettable siege that punishes the whole world.”

New Challenge for Latin America
PHOTO: Courtesy of trabajadores.cu

By José GabrielMARTÍNEZ

HAVANA._ A recent report from the
Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the
International Labor Organization (ILO)
revealed that, for the first time since 2009,
the unemployment rate in the region rose
from one year to another.
In the study titled the Employment
Situation in Latin America and the
Caribbean, the two UN organizations
estimated that urban unemployment in
the region is likely to register 6.6 percent
by the end of 2015, representing a 0.6
percent increase over the previous year.
Even though the figure stays at
historically low levels, according to
experts, the projected increase is related
to the economic slowdown in the
region, hence affecting employment
indicators and posing new challenges
to regional governments.
Though at different paces, the growth
rate of most South American countries has
been decreasing since 2012. The region’s

growth rate for this year is estimated to
shrink by 0.3 percent, hence corroborating
the aforementioned decreasing trend.
This situation, and the fact that the
economic slowdown is affecting the
labor market have made ECLAC and
other entities and analysts define the
economic situation in Latin America and
the Caribbean as complex and worrying.
Among the reasons for making such
assertions they noted that the risks
implicitly involved by unemployment may
prevent advancing toward the reduction
of poverty and inequality. The ECLAC/
ILO report defines these two elements
as “major achievements attained by the
region since the beginning of the last
decade.”
In this sense, researchers envisage
negative impacts in several aspects of
the labor markets which, together with
the social policies implemented in the
region, have largely contributed to the
mentioned achievements.

According
to
analysts,
the
mechanisms supported many times by
new labor policies used by countries in
the region for generating formal jobs
and reducing wage differences, “were
decisive in improving the well-being of
millions of families.”
However, although real wages
continue to register moderate raises in
many cases, the current situation and the
development of the labor market during
the analyzed period (first semester of
2015) are demonstrative of a likelihood
of worsening, in line with the rest of the
macroeconomic indicators.
According to ECLAC and ILO, a
determining factor for this development is
the fact that the new jobs are increasingly
generated by poorly productive activities,
as is the case of self-employment.
This phenomenon and the poor
generation of employment were more
noticeable in the first trimester than in
the second. That condition, together with
the economic figures envisaged for this
year, prevent foretelling a change in the
tendency for the second semester.
All these factors together are
indicative of the projected rise in the
unemployment rate.
Except for in some countries, today
the report reads that the South American
countries are the most affected by the
current economic slowdown, which

largely owes to the growth of the world
economy, because the demand for their
top export products has decreased.
The two events that have most
contributed to that situation are the
projected economic slowdown for China
-the largest investor for most of those
countries- and the drop in the prices of raw
materials -their top export product over
the last few years.
Meanwhile, the growth indicators of
the region’s northern countries –though
not exempt from the situation- were similar
to last year’s; and the Caribbean nations
recorded a moderate growth.
The ECALC and ILO report on the
performance of the labor market is based
on a context marked by a poor increase of
the region’s Gross Domestic Product.
As a way to cope with the slackening
trend in the labor market, the two
organizations
propose
enlarging
investments and aiming for a structural
change that targets economic growth with
views of increasing productivity.
“Only
with
clear
productive
development policies” –they noted“will the region be able to overcome the
obstacles preventing it from growing and
generating more and better jobs”.
Though not alarming, the new
challenge posed by unemployment must
be understood as a warning of what needs
to be tackled.
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Mariel Special Development Zone: Key To Foreign Investment
HAVANA.- Set to become the principal sea port in both
Cuba and the Caribbean and an important regional
logistical center, the Mariel Special Development Zone
(ZEDM in Spanish) today encompasses one of the primary
incentives for foreign investment in Cuba.
Eight projects have been approved to date for
operation within the 465.5 km2 enclave, in the
province of Artemisa and situated some 45 kilometers
west of Havana.
Wendy Miranda, director of Procedural Coordination
at ZEDM, told The Havana Reporter that five of these
enterprises were fully funded by foreign capital.
The remaining three are joint ventures comprising the
Cuban Brazilian cigarette producer Brascuba, the Cuban
company that will provide logistical services in Mariel
and that contracted to administer the Mariel Container
Terminal (TCM in Spanish) in conjunction with the
Singapore PSA company.
Of the five foreign funded enterprises, two – the meat
producer Richmeat and the paint manufacture Devox
Caribe -- are Mexican, two more – one in logistics and
another in technological development -- are Belgian and
the remaining company is ProFood, a producer of food
and drinks destined for the hotel industry.
These projects are based in the A sector (43km2),
situated to the west of Mariel Bay which is the first to be
developed and is divided into 11 areas according to the
activities that they will host.
An updated version of the list created for the
participation of inward foreign investment includes 36
new ventures, six within the ZEDM and the others to be
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executed throughout the Island.
Those that correspond to the ZEDM comprise, in
the industrial sector, the installation of factories to
produce, amongst others, 1,200,000 tyres per year
for light vehicles and 400,000 units for heavy goods
vehicles, aluminum and glass containers, light vehicles,
engineering and technological projects firms, all on the
joint ventures model.
In agri-foods, a processing plant for the production of
refined soya oil is envisaged, whilst other proposals are
aimed at the health, tourism, bio-technology and biopharmaceutical sectors.
There are plans for the establishment of joint venture
or international economic associations based plants for
the production of medical waste materials, instant dry
raising agent, medications, monoclonal antibodies, biopharmaceuticals, hemo-derivatives and other products.

The new foreign investment list encompasses 326
projects – 80 more than its predecessor – of which 40 are
at an advanced negotiation stage – worth in excess of
80 billion dollars. They cover 12 sectors of the economy
such as tourism, the oil industry, mining, agriculture and
renewable energy.
According to authorities, the country needs an annual
2 billion dollar influx of capital in this regard, to stimulate
Gross Domestic Product growth and to enhance foreign
investor confidence.
Representatives of the five fully foreign funded
companies approved for location in the ZEDM, said at
the publication of the list that it was a privilege to rank
amongst the first to be installed in the zone that offers
access to a developing market with great potential.
Whilst intensive construction works continue in the
enclave, it is forecast that dredging works will conclude in
December 2015 and according to Charles A Baker, director
general of Mariel Container Terminal S.A., the following
month the first Panamax ships will arrive at Mariel.
The official added that they are preparing to receive
post-Panamax ships – those which presently exceed
present Panama Canal capabilities – when amplification
works are completed in 2016.
Road and rail network port connection construction
works are also progressing in the ZEDM and the requisite
urbanization works for the start of bio-technology
projects are underway.
The development of the One Stop Shop model, created
to reduce the amount of paperwork for companies keen
to invest, is also in progress.
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International Triathlon in Havana

Next February 13 and 14, the Cuban
capital Havana will for the second time,
host the Pan-American Cup and SpanishAmerican
Triathlon Championship, a sport that
is growing in popularity on the Island.
380 tri-athletes from 35 countries
–a majority to date from the U.S - have
confirmed their participation, a number
that surpasses the previous event.
Considering the high level of interest
expressed, this number is likely to
increase before registrations close on
January 25th.

One unique feature of the competition
among others is that the prize winners
will receive works by internationally
renowned Cuban painters.
More importantly perhaps, is the fact
that the eyes of this sport from around
the globe will be set on Cuba, which, in
the words of
Spanish International Triathlon Union
(ITU) President Marisol Casado, has the
requisite conditions to host a World Cup,
even as soon as 2017.
The head of the ITU since 2008
said “It would be a great honor for my

Federation to have an event such as
the 2017 World Cup in Havana...After
the Spanish-American Championship
we need to undertake that even more
comprehensive task. Havana will be of
the most important centers of the sport”.
At a press event outlining preparations
underway for the forthcoming event,
Casado praised the “historic ties” that
unite her country with Cuba and
expressed the Federation’s intention to
help divulge to the world Cuba’s social
and cultural realities and “great sporting
talent”.
Casado, who had discussed with
Cuban sporting authorities the necessary
guarantees for the organization of a World
Cup in Havana added, “Cuban athletes
deserve a world class competition
because the pride experienced when
your homeland welcomes the world’s
best in your discipline is very beneficial”.
In order to improve on the quality
of the previous event, for enhanced
synchronicity with the international
calendar, and to ensure participation
by the greatest possible number of
contestants, the dates of this Pan and
Spanish American event have been
changed.
The event will also receive broader
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media coverage and some limitations
of the circuit have been eliminated to
enhance its dynamism and entertainment
value.
There will be Sprint (750m swim,
20km cycle and 5km run), Half (1.9
km/90 km/21 km) and Long Distance (3.8
km/180 km/42 km) competitions.
Starting and finishing at the
Hemingway Marina and affiliated to the
Pan-American Cup, points from the first
of these categories will count in world
rankings, and the winner will qualify for
the Rio de Janeiro-2016 Olympics.

Cuban Baseball Strikes a Low Note
These are days of considerable activity on the domestic
and international Cuban baseball scene, although many
fans would rather not focus on how things have been
going over recent years.
Burdened by an exodus of many of both its most
talented novices and more experiences players, the
island’s principal competition, the National Series, lacks
the star quality that defined it during the closing decades
of the last century.
It is undoubtedly within the national selection, “Team
Cuba”, that this decline is most clearly reflected, whose
standing as favorites to win everything has been gradually
ebbing to the point where they finished third in the PanAmerican Games and a long way off the podium in the
Premier 12.
A dull and seemingly talentless Victor Mesa directed
Premier 12 team, knocked out in the quarter-final stages,
finishing with a score of 3-3, a minus nine negative run
differential and mediocre pitching and batting numbers.
Nevertheless, the game retains center stage in Cuban
life and the nation’s players are interested in every corner
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of the world where the language of balls and strikes is
spoken.
This interest will be fed by the recent declarations of
Can-Am League Commissioner, Canadian Miles Wolf that
Team Cuba would play against teams from the Canadian–
American League next June.
Wolf spoke of feeling proud that Cuba’s best
players could take part in a series of games that would
also coincide with them pitching against an all-star

selection from the Japanese island of Shikoku League, an
independent Japanese baseball body.
As National Baseball Direction member, Jose Antonio
Castillo outlined, participation in the Can-Am league was
only a possibility presently under consideration. Wolf’s
words confirmed the Canadian authority’s interest in
incorporating the Cubans which had been increased
by last season’s inclusion of Yunieski Gourriel, Alexi Bell,
Yordan Manduley and Ismel Jimenez.
Their interest is accompanied by that of other
Caribbean League managers in signing Cuban baseball
players who, in the form of the Pinar del Rio team, won the
Caribbean Series last February.
U.S. Major League baseball authorities are also
chomping at the bit in their desire to play pre-season
games in Cuba and to sign-up the country’s hottest talent.
So, in spite of the delicate state of its health just now,
Cuban baseball –albeit by virtue of slowly taken and
almost unseen steps– Continues to advance and will soon
once again set its eyes on the domestic All-Star Game and
the second stage of the XLIV National Series.
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