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TOURISM

Predicted Boom in Arrival of Cruise Ships in Cuba
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By FranciscoMENÉNDEZ

HAVANA.-The drive of the Cuban tourist
industry and last year’s arrival of more
than 3 million international travellers
show signs that some of the developing
methods like that of the cruise ships, can
take wing in the near future.
This unusual drive will shortly be
supported by announcements from
the biggest company in this sector in
the world, the Northamerican company
Carnival.
At the beginning of July, this cruise
ship company informed the public that in
2016 trips to Cuba will begin, making the
most of the links between Washington
and Havana, initiated last December 17

and confirmed with the opening of the
embassies in both countries on July 20.
Carnival will not use their traditional
cruise ships which hold a capacity of
nearly 3,000 passengers, but instead they
will use relatively small embarkations of
just over 700.
This
Northamerican
company
announced that they had received
approval from Washington to start trips
to Cuba from May 2016 onwards, which
represents the first activity of this kind for
more than half a century.
The biggest cruise company in the
world is still waiting for approval from the
Cuban authorities for their cruise trips.

If Cuba agrees, the passenger ships
will travel to the island in compliance
with certain restrictions due to the fact
that the blockade is still in place and
free transit to the Caribbean island is not
permitted for Northamerican tourists,
the authorities remind us.
This type of trip, could cost $2,990,
excluding taxes and other charges, but
given the present circumstances, this
could change within a year.
The activity of cruising in Cuba
is growing, if one takes into account
the most recent declarations from
executives of the Island, according to
which from 2012 until the present day,

the movement of this type of boats
has grown, despite the mentioned
restrictions.
Norberto Pérez, general director of
Aries Transportes S.A (A company that
operates the cruises in Cuba) confirmed
that a sustained progression in this type
of trip is reflected when comparing the
period between 2012 and 2014 where
we can see 6 times as many trips. In 2012,
only 24 embarkations occurred for 6,770
passengers.
A year later, there were 82
embarkations with 12,502 passengers,
and last year 139 embarkations were
registered with 37, 519 people.
In terms of 2014, the executive
described that from January until May
2015, 174 embarkations occurred with
62, 183 passengers and foresees the
arrival of ships with larger capacities
which will influence the number of
passengers.
The cruise ship terminal in Havana
stands out in the Caribbean as
having one of the best structures
and functionality in terms of its
hydrotechnical conditions as well as
its location on the side of the capital’s
historical centre, Pérez pointed out.
He also outlined the other two ports
where cruise ships are in operation: in
the south central city of Cienfuegos,
and the eastern city of Santiago de
Cuba, as well as the other points of
embarkation as is the case for the
western Island of Youth.
This
information
and
the
announcements from Carnival, as well
as other proposals for ferries to travel
to the island, form a hopeful outlook, as
Miami – only 90 miles away from Cuban
territory- constitutes the main cruise
ship port in the world and annually an
important commercial fair for this tourist
product is organized there.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS

. “Arte en la Rampa” Handicraft Fair, Pabellón Cuba exibition site, Havana. June-August.
. 32nd International Fair of Havana, Expocuba exhibition center. November 2-8.
. 19th International Craft Fair, Pabexpo exhibition center, Havana, December.

CUBA
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Reaffirmation of Solidary Principles, Economic Progress Analyzed
By AlejandroGÓMEZ

PHOTOs: Miguel Guzman Ruiz

equality, among others.
During the closure, carried out in
the plenary session, the members of
parliament approved the work reports
of 10 permanent commissions and
the reference to the liquidation of the
State Budget of 2014 as a declaration of
backup for the National Assembly and for
the Ecuadorian Government faced with
the obligarchy’s attempts to destabilize
the country.

HAVANA.- Cuban members of parliament
reaffirmed in their most recent session
of July, the solidary principles that the
island holds with the poorest towns in
the world, and they analyzed the progress
of the economy, among other matters of
national importance.
From July 11 until July 15, the
members of parliament participated
in the V Regular Session of the VIII
Legislation of the National Assembly of
the People’s Power (Parliament).
During three days of work in
commission, they debated themes
relevant to the nation, referring to areas
of health, education, culture, sport,
economy, legal matters, international
relations, young people and gender

In summary, in this V Regular
Session, the Cuban President, Raúl
Castro highlighted that during the first
semester of 2015, the country managed
to revert the tendency of deceleration of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) from the
preceding period, and he emphasized
that from January to July this year, the
national economy grew by 4.7%.
It made progress, which is considered
to conclude the year with an increase
of GPB of around 4%, which qualifies as
being very good taking into account that
last year it only grew by 1%.
However, he warned, ‘in order to
achieve this anticipated increase, hard
work and a lot of discipline is required.
Similarly, he pointed out that despite
confronting severe external financial
restrictions during the semester,
Cuba continued to rigorously fulfill its
agreements to pay foreign creditors
and providers, a practice which in a
gradual manner favors the credibility
in the economy, although, he noted, the
Northamerican blockade against Cuba
continues to be in effect.
He spoke of diverse transformations
in the process of economic planning in
accordance with the perfection of the
managerial system as part of the process
of updating from the Cuban socialist
model.
“We will continue with the process of
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transformations in the Cuban society at
our own pace which we have supremely
decided with the majority support of the
people, in areas of the construction of a
prosperous and sustainable socialism, the
essential guarantee of our independence’,
affirmed the President.
The process of the reestablishment
of relations between Cuba and the
United States was also addressed by
the members of parliament. On that
subject, Raúl Castro assured that with the
official reestablishment on July 20 of the
diplomatic links between Havana and
Washington, ‘it is about founding a new
type of link between both states, different
to those of all of our common history”.
However, he maintained that it is not
possible to conceive normal relations
between Cuba and the United States
whilst the economic blockade put in
place on the island by Washington
remains upheld.
Likewise, he mentioned that there

.

.

are other matters concerning achieving
normalization of the bilateral links like the
return of the territory illegally occupied
by the Naval Base in Guantanamo, the
ceasing of the radio and television
transmissions against the island, and
the compensation for the Cuban people
for the human and economic damage
provoked by the politics of Washington.
After waiting for the Northamerican
President, Barack Obama, to continue
using his executive faculties to dismantle
the aspects of the blockade that cause
harm and deprivation among the Cuban
people, Raúl Castro expressed the
willingness of the Cuban government
to advance in the normalization of the
relations, convinced that both countries
can cooperate and coexist in a civil
manner, in mutual benefit, rising above
the differences.
The Cuban President also said that
Cuba is ready to receive the Pope Francis
next September.

.

.
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SOCIETY

More Cubans Opt to Build Their Own Homes
HAVANA.- Over the past few years, selfbuilding has provided some relief to the
significant impact of the housing shortage
and is also one way to gradually redress
the deterioration -- due to the effects
of hurricanes and age -- of the national
housing stock.
The National Policy is encouraging
this alternative and thanks to this, 17,000
houses will be finished this year as a result
of the provision of centrally assigned
materials (cement, sand, gravel and blocks),
easier access to loans and subsidies for
those with limited resources who require
these services and the strengthening/
promotion of local and state production
of materials.
These initiatives are aimed at
strengthening
the
population’s
participation in the resolution of their
housing needs.
There was a shortfall of 600,000 homes
in Cuba in 2010, to which can be added the
many buildings in a poor state of repair
(8.5 of every 10 buildings require repair),
a situation that requires a significant
construction initiative, although hindered
by national economic limitations.
Consequently,
all
strategies
implemented by the nation must form
part of a broad route, leading to an

improvement in housing.
The Ministry of Construction, Economy
and Planning authorities recently
informed the Parliament of the progress
of this program, asking that urgent
attention be paid to the manufacture,
the quality and the commercialization
of building materials and the financial
support available.
Between December 2011 and the
end of April 2014, a total of 61,195 new
bank accounts were opened in order to
subsidize individuals for a total of more
than 1,848,000 pesos.
It is reported that 425,000 loans were
granted, primarily for the purchase of
materials and the payment of labor costs,
which in total was worth 4,000,000 pesos.
Consequently this makes 2014 the year in
which the most approvals of this financial
type have ever been given.
Both of the modalities adopted in
December 2011 establish a maximum
individual subsidy of up to 80,000
pesos for construction, allowing the
beneficiary to build a house measuring
25 square meters with a bathroom and
a kitchen. Furthermore, the subsidy
includes labor costs which can be up to
30% of the total cost.
Similarly, loans of between 5,000 and

10,000 pesos have been approved for
smaller building projects.
Subsequently, the scope of this
measure was increased in relation to
the amounts involved, the number of
beneficiaries and repayment options. A
further 5,000 pesos can now be added
for transport costs, and access to this
was extended to tenants renting state
owned properties and those who live in
tenement blocks.
Likewise, the assigning of state land
to Cuban citizens who wish to build their
own homes has commenced. Such areas
for concession are defined by zoning plans
subject to an urbanization process.
Even with recognized shortfalls in
the availability of construction materials,
their poor quality and flaws in the grants
process, such support networks are
deemed positive and welcomed by the
population who, thanks to the subsidies
and loans that offer a real alternative to
lower income sectors, can proceed with
their constructions.
Experts are of the view that popular
and institutional controls of these
processes should be reinforced regarding
universities, research centers and
technical institutions involved in the
production of materials.
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By CiraRODRÍGUEZ

They also urge for the diversification
of the 118 reasonably priced locally
sourced natural products sold in more
than 500 outlets nationwide, making an
efficient contribution to the renovation
of buildings.
The Cuban State and Government
are working to improve the situation, but
there is still a long way to go to overcome
obstacles in this regard because in
addition to the 12,000 state built units, the
17,000 self built homes that were finished
this year were not sufficient to resolve the
accumulated deficit.
Statistics derived from the 2012
Housing and Population Census indicate
that the Cuban population resides in
3,885, 900 housing units, meaning an
average of 2.87 persons in each. 61%
of these units are described as in good
condition, but the rest are found to be in
a regular or bad condition.

HEALTH & SCIENCE
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U.S. and Cuban Natural History
Museums Form Closer Ties

PHOTO: Apimages

HAVANA.The prestigious New York Natural History Museum
is interested in establishing closer ties with Cuba through
research, educational and museological programs on the
extraordinary biodiversity of the Caribbean island.
Doctor Ana Luz Porzencanski, Biodiversity and
Conservation director of the American Natural History

Museum told Prensa Latina in Havana that
“we would like to continue to build upon
longstanding ties with the National Museum
of Cuba”.
The expert recently attended a symposium of
natural history museums in the Cuban Capital’s
Palace of Conventions during the X International
Environment and Development Convention.
Dr. Porzencanski said that “the Natural history
Museum of Cuba has, throughout its own history, played a
fundamental part in bringing together specialists of the
highest caliber who engage in international collaborations
and contribute to research on a worldwide basis”.
She added that their publications do not relate
exclusively to Cuban material, but they are also of interest to
the global scientific community, maintaining international
collaborations and playing a key educational role in learning
about the extraordinary biodiversity of Cuba, through their
exhibitions and educational programs.
She noted how “in spite of the longstanding significant
challenges faced, the museum continues to be an institution
which is vital, creative and essential for the Cuban society”.
Porzencanski highlighted the commitment and
dedication of the professionals at the museums to
society, to learning, education and to the conservation
of such institutions.
During the course of the symposium, the executive
of Uruguayan origin emphasized the cultural heritage
value of the collections, explaining that their practical
value can be enriching to the point of developing new

PHOTO: Courtesy of RadioReloj

By AlfredoBOADA

methods of investigation.
She added that specimen collections have today
become resting places for past environments, and as such,
records of genetic material and the changes in many of the
Earth’s ecosystems.
They allow us to undertake research unimaginable ten
years ago, to better understand, what is happening in the
ecosystems of our world, such as the advances of exotic
invasive species.
She explained how the spiritually humble and
independent American Natural History Museum of New
York manages an important 33 million piece portfolio of
scientific specimens and artefacts exhibited in 45 permanent
exhibition halls.
She said that amongst their current temporary
exhibitions there is one dedicated to natural disasters,
understanding the meteorological aspects of cyclones
and tornadoes.
Another special exhibition: “Life on the edge”
demonstrates the unique characteristics for living in extreme
conditions of certain organisms.
Dr. Ana Luz Porzencanski pointed out that over the
past 10 years, 250,000 school children benefited from the
institution’s free educational programs.

New Marine Based Bio-Medical Products Launched in Cuba
By Manuel B.HUDSON

HAVANA._ The Marine Bio-Products
Center of Cuba (CEBIMAR in Spanish)
has presented a new range of natural
products of biomedical and industrial
interest which will soon be available on
the domestic market.
Due to its wealth of eco-systems, the
Cuban coastline represents a rich source
for the exploration of new products based
on potential sustainable applications of
marine biodiversity in medicine and other
economic fields.
The basic knowledge of marine
organisms and their interactions with the
environment has demonstrated a way to
obtain biotechnological products.
CEBIMAR showed their latest offers at
one of the 45 stands at the exhibition linked
to the X International Environment and
Development Convention which was held
in the presence of around almost 1,400
delegates from 47 countries, at the Palace

cosmetics industries could be obtained.
The center undertakes research and
production in a sustainable manner
through the study of marine organisms
such as bacteria, algae, anemones, sponges,
coral and the most abundant coelenterates
on Cuban shores, in order to find bioproducts that may offer solutions to social,
economic and environmental problems.
Nuñez said “we have managed to

PHOTO:FERVAL

of Conventions in Havana.
Roberto
Nuñez,
director of the Marine
Products Center, told the
Havana Reporter that the
entity was developing
a new line based on
marine organisms, from
which products for both
the pharmaceutical and

develop a product named Bithal that has
dermoregenerating, anti-oxidant and antibacterial properties”.
This product comes from an extract
of the marine angiosperm Thalassia
Testudinum which has protective and
restorative effects on skin, as well as
containing active anti-oxidants and
reducing gingival inflammation.
The director added that this has,
in partnership with the Suchel Regalo
company, facilitated the design and
formulation of toothpastes, soaps and
creams which are presently at a domestic
industry introductory stage and are soon
to be launched into the Cuban market.
Nuñez referred to a line of nutraceutical
and pharmaceutical products that,
although still at the research phase, could
potentially substitute a group of imported
medicines used in the treatment of breast
and colon cancer.
He also commented on a variety of
marine organism based products created
by CEBIMAR utilized in environmental
cleaning projects, essentially within
ecosystems
contaminated
by
hydrocarbons. The product, called Bioil-fc,
has proven to be effective in the treatment
of oil spills in bays, beaches, mangroves,
rivers and soil, and in zones contaminated
by long term passive exposure, with a
cleansing effect of up to 90%.
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Havana Dwellers contributed to U.S. Independence
By ElsyFORS
HAVANA._ In times when relations
between Cuba and the United States are
thawing from a long freezing process, not
many on both sides of the Florida Strait
know the surprising story that joined the
then Spanish ‘posession’ with the struggle
of the 13 North American colonies for its
Independence.
Historic documents confirm that
in the second half of the 18th Century
insurgent militias had rebelled against
the British crown in the war that extended
from 1775 to 1783, commanded by
George Washington.
The storming and occupation of
Havana by the British in August, 1762 had
a strong impact on the development of
those links and although the redcoats
left the city 11 months later, it paved the
way for Spanish and creoles to support
the claim for independence of the North
American colonies.
In exchange for the strategic Cuban
city that was given back to the Spanish,
main enclave for communication
between the Hispanic America and
Europe, the pact signed at the end of the
Seven-Year War, gave Florida to Great
Britain. As compensation, France gave
up the Louisiana region to Spain, which
since then was controlled, managed,
both militarily and in terms of trading
operations by Havana.
TIMELY AID
In the essay titled “Cuba and the
Independence of the United States: a
forgotten aid”, doctor Eduardo TorresCuevas, director of the National Library
of Cuba, referred to these events. During
the almost 240 years of Independence
of the United States, “the role played by
the Cuban colony in the liberation of that
nation began to fade until falling into
oblivion”, affirmed the historian.

PHOTO: Emilio Herrera

Eduardo
Torres-Cuevas

Those North American scholars who
with objectivity and a wide span of analysis
have approached the sizeable existing
documents on the subject, were forced
to admit that the Spanish contribution
as well as the Cuban contribution was
decisive to achieve US independence.
Of course, speaking of omissions,
it would be necessary to admit that
Cuban historiography, immersed in
other problems it judged to be vital, did
not give enough importance to such
transcendent facts.

As former U.S. ambassador to Cuba,
Earl T. Smith said in 1959:
“until Castro, the United States were
so overwhelmingly influential in Cuba
that the U.S. ambassador was the second
most important man on the island,
sometimes more important than the
Cuban president”.
THAW IN THE MAKING
The financial and commercial supplies
of clothing, food, arms and medicines, as
well as the military group that covered
the Caribbean, the Antillean coast of the
North American sub-continent and all
the wide strip of the Mississippi Banks
that had its nucleus in Havana, present a
much wider and decisive contribution.
The author remembers that in the yet
obscure end of the 18th Century, amid
the conflict of the empires, a bilateral
relation was born between two peoples:
the Cuban and that of North America.
To ignore the conditions in which that
relation appeared and the conception
that implied the theory of the Destiny
Manifest, has probably thrown a shadow
on the original characteristics of a
troubled, yet unavoidable link.
According to the website mcn.
biographies.com, Cuba played an
important role in the fight between Spain
and Great Britain. To this end, two Spanish
generals born in America were selected
to lead operations from Havana: the
generals appointed were Bernardo
Galvez and Gallardo, born in Mexico
and Cuban Jose Manuel Cajigal, born in
El Caney, Santiago de Cuba.
Havana dwellers, through public
collection, gathered one million
800 pesos of eight reales, delivered
personally by Galvez and Cajigal to the
French general Rochambeau, giving
him the possibility to resume his
campaign when he was heading south,
together with Washington (at Yorktown,
Virginia) against the British forces.
Almost a century after that, the aid
was reverted, when Americans traveled
to Cuba with weapons, ammunition and
men to fight for Cuban Independence
from Spanish colonial rule. Major
General Thomas Jordan, of Virginia,
arrived in Cuba on 1869 as commander
of the Perritexpedition. He soon became
Chief of the General Staff.
Officers of Lincoln´s Union Army
during the Civil War also came to fight
for Cuban independence, as did Polish
Charles RoloffMialofsky, who got to be
Major General of the Liberating Army
and fought for Cuban Independence
for almost 30 years.
Henry M. Reeve, of Brooklyn, New
York, legendary hero for Cuban patriots
and one of the most admired and loved
officers, died in combat in 1876, as
Brigadier General.
Nine Americans fought as Mambi
colonels, of which five died in combat.
Two Americans obtained the degree

of lieutenant colonels; eight were
commanders, 17 captains and eight
lieutenants. Another 83 of those who
fought reached different ranks.
When the fighters for Independence
had almost won the war against Spain,
there came an unsolicited aid, the “rough
riders” of Theodore Roosevelt – US
President. After the armistice in 1898,
Spanish colonial rule left its previous
colony in U.S. hands.
On April 19, 1898, the Congress of the
Union approved the Joint Resolution in
which the first article says, “the people of
the island of Cuba is, and should be, free
and independent”. What happened after
was all the opposite.
Four years of military occupation
and a neocolonial republic in which
the government of the United States,
protected by the Platt Amendment,
assumed the right to intervention, every
time it considered its interests in danger.

At present, President Barack Obama, is
taking distance from the failures of 10
administrations, in the policy toward
the island, ¨that cannot be hostage
to the previous U.S. policy“.On July 1,
Obama announced the opening of both
embassies in the two capitals, action he
described as a “historic step forward in
the way to normalize relations with the
Cuban government and people.”
He acknowledged ¨the policy of
isolation failed”. In that attempt to isolate
Cuba, he said, “we became isolated from
our neighbors in Latin America.“ Obama´s
assertion was ratified the following day
by Wayne Smith, who helped close the
US embassy in Havana in 1961.
¨We have followed that policy, year
after year. Oh, blessed God! That did not
isolate Cuba, on the contrary it isolated
us”, said Smith sitting at his desk in
Washington.

CUBA
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Person to Person Solidarity and Friendship
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By Joel MichelVARONA

HAVANA.- The presence in Cuba of both
the ‘Venceremos’ Solidarity Brigade and
the inter-religious Pastors for Peace group,
is one more example of the fraternal ties
that exist between the people of Cuba
and their US counterparts.
The organizers of the first contingent
that emerged in 1969, sought not only
to support Cuban construction and
agricultural projects, but also to defy
travel restrictions imposed by the North
American government.
In addition to calling for the lifting
of the economic, commercial and
financial blockade that Washington has
maintained on Havana for more than
half a century, Venceremos Brigade
members support the normalization of
bilateral relations.
Experts consider that this group
represents an experience of collective
effort that contributes to the creation of a
better world committed to social justice.
Similar principles are shared by their

compatriots who make up the Pastors
for Peace Caravan, an initiative started
back in 1992 by the late North American,
Reverend Lucius Walker, who also
promoted the collection and transport of
humanitarian aid for Cuba.
During their annual visits to the
Caribbean island, both groups voluntarily
engage in productive agricultural
activities, visit sites of cultural and
historical relevance and interact with
different communities from around
the country.
It is a happy coincidence that
two groups who have a shared a
vision of justice, humanism and a
better world, had two victories to
celebrate to which they could add
their communities’ voices.
The first of which is the return
to Cuba of the anti-terrorist
activists,
Gerardo
Hernández,
Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero,
Fernando González and René
González, internationally known as
the Cuban Five, sentenced to serve
severe custodial sentences in the
US for monitoring Florida-based
terrorist movement, hostile to the
Cuban Revolution and planning
attacks against Cuba.
The second is the victory in the
struggle to have Cuba removed
from the list of nations that the US
deems to be sponsors of terrorism,
an accusation considered by the
international community to be
unfair and lacking in sense.
During an event to welcome the
XXVI Pastor’s Caravan, Gail Walker –
daughter of Reverend Lucius Walker
– told how her group had traveled
through 40 states, stopping in a
variety of communities to transmit
truths about Cuba.
Walker said that this was not just
a US group but an international one
with the support of friends from
Puerto Rico, Haiti, Spain, Germany,
Mexico and Canada, among other
places, and added that “there are

still things to do and we know that our
work has not finished yet”.
The activist said that what has thus far
been achieved can be applauded, but we
must not rest until the Blockade has been
set aside.
Ana Miledys Rosales, a member of the
46th Venceremos Brigade to visit Cuba
said that it was time for the Blockade,
a policy hostile to the interests of the
Cuban people, to be lifted.
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ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

THEATER
MUSIC
*Note: theater companies are in
parentheses

Anfiteatro del Centro
Histórico.
Avenida del Puerto e/ Cuba
y Peña Pobre. Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 863-9464. Sat. Aug.8, 15,
22, 29. Sun. 9, 16, 23, 30 (9 pm):
Musical Aladdin. Directed by:
Alfonso Menéndez.

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

RECOMMENDS
• Festival de la
Afrocubanía en
Cuba at Salón
Rosado de la
Tropical.

Bertolt Brecht.

Casa Victor Hugo

ART GALLERIES
& MUSEUMS

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

Casa Oswaldo
Guayasamín.

Museo Castillo de La Real
Fuerza.

Jardines del Teatro Mella

Calle O’Reilly e/ Habana y
Aguiar. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
866 7591. Mon. Aug. 31 (5 pm):
Musical gathering with the Cáliz
duo, put together by Manuel
Molina (Guitarist) and Vicente
Monterrey (clarinetist)
Calle O’Reilly e/ Avenida del
Puerto y Tacón. La Habana
Vieja. Tel: 7 864-4490. Until
Sep. 30: Exhibit “Modelismo en
acción IV” (Model-making in
Action 4) by students from José
Martí Secondary School in Old
Havana.

Fábrica de Arte Cubano

Línea entre A y B. Vedado. Tel:
7 833-8696. Sat. Aug. 8 (5 pm):
Jade duo performs. Thu. 20 (5
pm): KIALO band (alternative
music). Wed. 26 (5 pm): Zule
Guerra and Blues de Habana
perform.

Calle 13 esq. I, Vedado. Tel:
7 832-9359. Café Teatro. Sat. Aug.
8, 15, 22, 29 and Sun. 9, 16, 23, 30
(8:30 pm): Las mariposas saltan
al vacío (The butterflies take
flight) by (Pequeño Teatro de La
Habana)

Café Miramar

Teatro Guiñol
Calle M e/ 17 y 19. Vedado.Tel: 7
832-6262. Fri. Aug. 21 (5 pm) and
Sat. 22 and Sun. 23 (11 am and
5 pm): Caminantes de Teatro
Tuyo (Travelers of your theater),
Artistic Director: Ernesto Parra.

Sala Teatro Hubert de
Blank
Calzada e/ A y B. Vedado. Tel: 7
830-1011. Sun. Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30
(11 am): La Muñeca Negra (The
black doll)by (Hubert de Blank)

Calle 26 e/ 11 y 13. Vedado.
Tel: 7 838-2260. Wed. Aug. 12,
19, 26 (8 pm): Musical sessions
with DJs, projections of films,
international and national
music videos, performances, etc.

Calle 5ta y 96. Playa. Tel: 7 2037676. Sat. Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29 (6
pm): Raúl Torres and his group
(trova).

Teatro Karl Marx

Casa Museo del Tabaco
(Cigar Museum)
Calle Mercaderes e/ Obrapía y
Obispo. Habana Vieja. Tel: 78615795. Sun. Aug. 16 (10 am):
Exhibition of books dealing with
the history and culture of cigar
growing.

Salón Rosado de la
Tropical Benny Moré

Teatro de La Villa

Museo Numismático

Desamparado esquina a Dr.
Mora. Guanabacoa. Tel: 7 7977984.Thu. Aug. 13, 20, 27 and
Fri. 14, 21, 28 (3 pm): Papito by
(Teatro de la Villa)
MUSIC

MUSIC

Casa de Artes y Tradiciones
Chinas
Calle Salud e/ Gervasio y
Escobar. Centro Habana. Tel: 7
860-9976. Sat. Aug. 15 (3 pm):
Performance by Ariel Mok and
his vocal group Descendiente.

Palacio de Gobierno
In front of La Plaza de Armas.
Wed. Aug. 12 (2:30 pm):
Inauguration of the Gerardo
Machado exposition, Vida
política. The exhibition revolves
around Machado, how he
started in politics as governing
secretary of José Miguel Gómez,
his maneuvers and alliances
up until he became president
of the Republic in 1925 and his
bloody dictatorship, overthrown
in August 1933.

Calle 41, e/ 44 y 46. Playa. Tel: 7
206- 4799. Sun. 16, 23 (8 pm):
Festival de la Afrocubanía en
Cuba. Sat. 22 (9 pm): Decemer
Bueno (musical fusion)

Calle 1ra, e/ 8 y 10. Playa.
Miramar Tel: 7 209-1991. Fri.
Aug. 28 and Sat. 29 (8:30 pm):
Charanga Habanera (popular
dance music).

Calle Obispo e/ Aguiar y
Habana. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
861- 5811. Wed. Aug. 19 (3 pm):
Inauguration of the Colecciones
numismáticas del Vaticano
exposition. The attending public
can appreciate collections of
medals from the Vatican state
from the 20th century until the
present day, with images of the
Supreme Pontiffs who occupied
the Holy See during this period;
as well as being able to get to
know their current circulation.

Obrapía e/ Oficios y Mercaderes.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861-3843.
Throughout Aug: Exhibition
of baskets of vegetable fiber
that belong to the indigenous
community of the Eperaara
Siapedaara nationality with
approximately 400 habitants.
The women grow totora and
chacolillo, materials which
provide the fiber for the
manufacture of the baskets.
The women are also in charge
of elaborating the baskets
which have utilitarian and
commercial purposes. The fibers
are intertwined using cords
and create a magnificent style
giving the baskets various uses.

Casa Simón Bolívar
Mercaderes e/ Obrapía y
Lamparilla. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861- 3778. Throughout Aug:
Graphic exposition of the
Jamaican Letter 1815 in large
format, a political document
of transcendental importance,
written by Simón Bolívar on
September 6, 1815. Throughout
Aug: Venezuela exposition
that forms part of El arte en los
museos etnográficos.

Farmacia Habanera
Teniente Rey e/ Habana y
Compostela. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 866- 7556. Throughout Aug:
Lo que nos dicen sus cartelas
expositions display bottles
with old medical inscriptions;
ceramic bottles with labels
which boast figurative
decoration of animals that
remind us of Greek mythology.

ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

AROUND

Museo de Naipes

Sauce

Calle Muralla e Inquisidor, Plaza
Vieja, La Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
860-1534. Throughout Jul. Card
exhibit “Rincones de América”
(America’s Spots).

Club Barbaram-Pepito ‘s
Bar

Centro Hispano Americano Centro de la Danza
Prado e/ Genios y Refugio.
de Cultura

Calle 26 e/ Avenida Zoológico
y 47, Nuevo Vedado. Tel: 78811808.Thu. Aug. 13, 20, 27 (5 pm):
Los Francos (rock music). Sat. 8,
22 (5 pm): Yaima Sáez (boleros,
balads, son y popular song)

Casa Asia

DANCE

Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 863- 9131.
Sat. Aug. 22 (5 pm): La danza y
sus estilos (Dance and its styles)
presents the folkloric company
Raíces Profundas (Deep Roots)
with the show Un beso de
mi Habana (A kiss from my
Havana).

DANCE

Teatro Martí

Calle 9na e/ 120 y 130,
Cubanacán. Playa. Tel: 72047114. Sun. Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30 (5
pm): Luis Alberto García and
Frank Delgado perform.

14th
International
Summer
Circus
Festival,

Café Miramar

“Circuba 2015,”

Calle 5ta y 96. Miramar Tel: 7
203-7676. Fri. Aug. 8, 15, 22, 29 (5
pm): Cesar López (Saxophonist,
arranger and composer) y
Habana Ensemble (Latin Jazz
and popular Cuban music)

Submarino Amarillo
Mercaderes e/ Obrapía y
Obispo. Habana Veja. Tel: 7
863- 9740. Throughout Aug:
Exhibit “Asia en la plástica
cubana contemporánea” (Asia in
Contemporary Cuban Painting).

NIGHTCLUBS
NIGHTCLUBS
& CABARETS&
CABARETS

Centro Cultural Fresa Y
Chocolate

Calle 17 e/ 4 y 6 Vedado. La
Habana. Tel: 7 830-6808. Mon.
Aug. 10 (9 pm): Miel con limón
(rock music)

Dragones y Zulueta. Centro
Habana. Tel: 7 866-7153. Sat.
Aug. 8 (8:30 pm) and Sun. 9 (5
pm): Ballet Nacional de Cuba
(Choreographic workshop)

Malecón e/ Capdevila y Paseo.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 8660775. Thu. Aug. 13 (2 pm): An
encounter with Dance. La
técnica, la expresión y los estilos,
(Technique, expression and
styles) educational show by Dr.
Miguel Cabrera and a dancing
couple from the Ballet Nacional
de Cuba.
Havana,
Until September 7

Calle 23 e/ 10 y 12. Vedado. Tel:
7 836 2096. Sun. Aug. 9, 16, 23,
30 (7 pm): Aceituna sin Hueso)
(fusion- flamenco). Sat. 8, 15, 22,
29 (7 pm): Leo Vera (bolerista)
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Circus Festival adds Glitter to Cuban Summer
By MarthaSÁNCHEZ

PHOTOs:Jos’eTito Meriño

HAVANA._ The XIV International
Circuba Festival is adding an extra
touch of glamour to the Cuban
summer, incorporating memorable
performances by artists from Colombia,
Mexico, Germany, the U.S, and a 17-year
old Russian artiste who holds the world
record for keeping nine rings in the air.
Her seemingly incredible feat was so
confident, authentic and skilled that for
the first time in the festival’s history the
jury awarded a Prize for Originality to
Russian juggler Diana Stepanova.
The young star also took four further
prizes awarded by the National Circus
of Cuba, The Meso-American People’s
University, the Albacete Circus Festival
of Spain and Firebird Productions Inc.
Stepanova, of the Russian State Circus,
Rosgoscirk, made her trip to Cuba with
the simple ambition to perform in front
of and please her audience. This she
did indeed. Although angelic, timid
and delicate she is also assured and
graceful, having been identified as a
jewel of the new generation Russian
circus and at the same time being a
worthy ambassador for her country’s
established juggling school.
Her dedication is hereditary being
part of the third generation of a family
immersed in the craft of juggling.
She says that “as a child I wanted
to be just like my mother, who put in
everything that she could. She taught
me that the circus was more than just
a job, people go there in search of joy
thus the artists should give it their all”.
This was a general premise of
the Festival, the artists from twelve
countries performed with the shown

intention of entertaining their audience,
not just with their technical expertise
but also with their artistry, because the
circus is essentially a shared experience.
Members of the National Circus
of Cuba’s Havana Company displayed
their varied specialties of Acrobatic
Scaling, Acrobatic Swinging and Flying
Trapeze, in which the artists persisted
until they accomplished the mortal
triple jump. But it was the Russian Bar
that was eventually raised, reaching the
Grand Prize and the Popularity award
among other awards in the present run
of the contest.
The Colombian duo “Mano a mano”
(hand to hand) made up of Jose and
Gaby won the Golden Tent with the
Havana Company’s Acrobatic Scaling,

an act that took a total of eight prizes
for their spectacular showmanship. The
Acrobatic Swingers from that same
company shared the Silver Tent prize
with the Colombian Requiem duet. The
Bronze Tent remained with members of
the Havana Company, having been won
by their spectacular Flying Trapeze and
Pole Dance acts.
Cuban, Karel Alvarez, a child of
only 12 years old, received the Artist
Revelation Tent prize and the Agenda
Productions collateral prize for an
excellent performance of a complex
hand balancing act that captivated
the audience, noteworthy not only

for amazing flexibility and physical
preparation, but also for technical
perfection. This child gives a fine
example of the phrase “the future is
secured”, if someone can do so, it is him.
Other collateral prizewinners were
Anna Shedkova from Germany, Christian
Salinas of Mexico, Garret and Sadie
from the US, the clowns: Metebulla and
Pestillo, Tico and Giobi and the Havana
Company from Cuba. The non-verbal
communicative skills of the clowns
were especially admired.
The
event’s
jury
comprised
circus artists from the U.K., Hungary,
Denmark, the U.S., France, Russia, Spain,
Switzerland, Mexico, El Salvador and
Cuba.
Since the 17th of last month
the Festival show has brought their
“Circuba travels Cuba” tour to a number
of provinces across the country
including the cities of Camagüey,
Bayamo, Holguín, Las Tunas, Santa Clara,
Cienfuegos, Matanzas, Santiago de
Cuba and the Isle of Youth.
The visiting artists – with the
exception of the young Russian – are
remaining part of the cast free of charge,
bringing joy to many far flung corners
of the Caribbean island, on a tour that
runs until this coming September 3.

PHOTO FEATURE

Guamá:
The Precious Lagoon
Text and Photos By RobertoCAMPOS

MATANZAS.- Having been established
more than 50 years ago, the greenery,
foliage and nature rich eco-tourist
facility of Guamá, can be found at
the heart of a magical multicolored
lagoon.
The Laguna del Tesoro (Lagoon of
Treasures) enchants both the Cuban
and foreign visitors who discover
truly wonderful scenes in her waters
and surroundings. The central focus is
the Guamá holiday accommodation
center within the lagoon of the same
name.
Situated
in
the
Zapata
Swamplands, in the southern zone
of the western Cuban province of
Matanzas, Guamá is considered by
experts to be the most extensive
wetland in the Caribbean.
The lagoon is the largest such
body of fresh water in Cuba, with its
unique Villa de Guamá offering an
opportunity to live and move in a
species rich habitat.
In the 16th century when the
Spanish Conquest arrived at the Zapata
Peninsula, the terrified indigenous
people are said to have thrown their
most precious treasures into the
lagoon waters.
However, the nature of the islands
that form the tourist resort of timber
built bridges, straw-roofed houses
and wooded paths surrounded by
sculptures that recreate aboriginals
and their traditional activities, is indeed
the greatest treasure.
The so called Taina Village, a group
of sculptures depicting indigenous
inhabitants engaged in various aspects
of their daily chores -- a true work of art
by renowned late Cuban sculptress
Rita Longa -- is a „must see“ here.
The artist‘s works lend life to every
precious moment of a stay in this
enchanted oasis.
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The Pope’s Message of Love and Peace in South America

PHOTO: Carlos Brigo

PHOTO: Jose Romero

By Maylín VIDAL

PHOTO: Xinhua

PHOTO: Carlos Brigo

the poor- as they call him.
There are many anecdotes of
his visit to Ecuador, possibly one
the most moving being that of the
little girl who slipped past security
and ran to give him a hug. The Pope
reciprocated the gesture with a kiss.
In Bolivia where he stayed for less than 48 hours,
His Holiness participated in a world meeting of Social
and Popular Movements, where he asked to say no to
an economy of exclusion because human beings and
nature he said should not be at the service of the money.
As he did throughout the whole of his tour, he
called upon the unity of the people, who he noted
should be creators of their own destiny, without
tutoring or interference, where the strongest
dominates the weakest.
We must change our vision in regards to the poorest
people, put aside individualism, look after the Earth and
respect the rights of the more vulnerable sectors of the
world, he said.
An emotional moment occurred when he asked
for forgiveness in the name of the Lord for the crimes
committed by the church against the natives of Latin
America.
“I humbly ask for forgiveness, not only for the
offences of the Church itself, but for the crimes against
the native towns during the poorly named ‘Conquest
of the Americas’. I would also like us to remember the
thousands of priests and bishops who strongly turned

HAVANA.- Charismatic, spontaneous and simple: the
Pope Francis during his recent visit to Ecuador, Bolivia
and Paraguay gave a many messages to the world which
were loaded with life and human dignity, aiming to
achieve unity of the people in order for peace to reign.
Beyond the symbolism that his figure represents, the
Pope, who came from the south spoke of himself as “he
who knows the reality of the continent very well”- and he
experienced intensive days during his tour beginning on
Ecuadorian soil where he brought together thousands
of members of the congregation.
During his visit he said to the Ecuadorian president
Rafael Correa that he will always be able to count on
the commitment of the church to serve the Ecuadorian
people, who have stood up with dignity in moments
when opposing groups have been involved in marches
against the politics of the country’s government.
In Ecuador he spoke of the social importance of
family and he could not help but refer repeatedly
to the deep social and cultural changes that the
continent is experiencing.
The hope for a better future offers real opportunities
to citizens, especially to young people, creating jobs, with
economic growth that reaches all affirmed the Pope of

HAVANA.- The XLVIII Summit of
the Southern Common Market
(MERCOSUR- the Spanish acronym),
with the participation of Bolivia
among its members, ratified the
member nation‘s and associated
State‘s
commitment
to
the
strengthening of commercial ties,
based on a model for democratic
economic integration.
During the recent deliberations
in Brazil, the principal outcome of
which resulted in the inclusion of
Bolivia as a full member, MERCOSUR
has expanded its frontiers, and in
the context of a global economic
and financial crisis, has incorporated
an economy with sustainable levels
of growth and development.
The incorporation of Bolivia, covering
an area of 1,098,581 square kilometers
with a population of 10,000,000, will
become a formal reality following
approval by both the Brazilian and
Paraguayan parliaments.
Nevertheless, leaders of the group‘s
member nations celebrated the signing
of the protocol of adhesion, and
highlighted the significance of Bolivia‘s
entry for the consolidation of the South

against the logic of the sword with the strength of the
cross” he expressed.
Another one of the many messages that Francis gave
the world from South America was the importance of
dialogue in avoiding conflicts between neighbouring
towns. Today, a frank and open dialogue about our
problems is indispensable, he maintained.
He made particular reference to the maritime
referendum between Bolivia and Chile. We must build
bridges instead of walls, noted the Christian Vicar who
warned that all matters, no matter how thorny they may
seem have shared solutions.
In Paraguay, where the tour ended, Francis defended
the women of the country who he called the most
glorious of the Americas.
I would like to recognize and admire with emotion
the role played by the Paraguayan women in these
dramatic moments of history, emphasized Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, who also urged society and the authorities to
fight against corruption, violence and drug-trafficking.
Experts agree that the Pope’s tour was very
important for South America because the Holy Father
sees the region as an inspiring source, and in addition, it
represents 40% of the catholic population in the world.
In statements in the Ecuadorian newspaper ‘El
Telégrafo’, the Brazilian theologist Frei Betto said that the
decision of the Pope to visit these three countries during
his first formal tour of South America acts as a response
to the fact that these nations were historically exploited
and suffered.

Mercosur: A Body For True
Economic Integration
By JoséMARTÍNEZ

American integration process.
Another goal set by MERCOSUR
at their Brazil Summit relates to the
relaxation of rules and regulations to
facilitate increased commercial links
between nations both within and outside
of the block.
Honduran president, Horacio Cartes,
confirmed in this regard that his country
would work during their six month protempore presidency for the elimination
of tariffs that diminish trade benefits

within the regional block.
On a political level, the Summit
reaffirmed a commitment to peace, and a
permanent rejection of any antidemocratic
or destabilizing acts.
Created in 1991 by the Asuncion
Treaty, MERCOSUR is defined as a process
of regional integration that initially
brought together Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay and Uruguay, who were later
joined by Venezuela.
The block represents the world‘s

fifth largest economy and
more than 70% of the Latin
American Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and population.
It has, during it‘s 24 years,
served as a mechanism for
the deepening of regional
economic relations and it has
multiplied trade between
member states by 10: from
5,100,000,000 dollars in
1991 to 58,200,000,000
dollars in 2012.
Unlike neoliberal economic
alliances,
MERCOSUR
maintains
amongst
its
objectives the creation of
a common space for the
generation of commercial and investment
opportunities through competitive
integration into international markets of
the economies of non-member states.
In order to put a „human face“
on the block, one of its fundamental
pillars is the promotion of democratic
principles and economic development,
as expressed by various social, cultural,
labor and migratory accords among
other accords of importance to the more
than 295 million inhabitants.
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Uruguayan Women on UN Peace Missions
By JorgeLUNA
MONTEVIDEO.- Uruguay, with a population
of only 3,400,000, has for many years had
thousands of Blue Helmets deployed around
the globe, not of all of whom are men.
An ever increasing presence, in both
numbers and rank, of Uruguayan women on
UN peace missions is the subject of growing
interest to the region’s armed forces.
Prensa Latina sources confirmed
that Uruguay has 1,192 soldiers in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 260 in
Haiti, 60 observers in the Sinai, two in Libya,
two in Kashmir and one in the Ivory Coast.
75% of officers and 66% of the lower
ranks of the Uruguayan Armed Forces,
estimated to be 26,000 strong, have
completed UN peace missions.
The Ministry for National Defense
recalled that the first Uruguayan contingent
consisting of 36 soldiers and 2 B-212
helicopters was deployed in 2003 in both
Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Since then, in support of the UN, the
Uruguayan Air Force has accumulated some
10,000 flight hours in a range of aircrafts.
Colonel Yamandú Lessa, spokesman
of the army recently announced that
the government is at present looking
at the possible deployment of a further
undetermined number of Blue Helmets in
the Central African Republic.

From the total of 112 soldiers, between
6% and 9% of those deployed are women.
This places Uruguay in pole position in
the region for the participation of women
in peace missions and at number 11 out
of 122 countries that send troops to such
missions worldwide.
The Uruguayan women undertake
different tasks within the missions, from
section chiefs to doctors, nurses, interpreters,
drivers, radio- officers, and cooks, among
other tasks.
Local media have highlighted the
experiences of four uniformed women on
active service. Captain Ana Lucas of the
Uruguayan army was the first such officer to
participate in peace missions, and now has
completed two of these missions in charge
of personnel in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, in 2006 and 2010.
They stressed that the presence of female
officers “represents a major change for the
army, the most recent of which being the
combative female” (Uruguay have included
female soldiers of lower ranks in peace
missions since 1992).Lieutenant Deborah
Lalinde was a section chief in the Congo
(2009-2010), and private Gimena Chiazzaro
participated twice as a scribe in this African
nation (2008 and 2012).
Similarly, private Claudia Sierra

completed a mission as an interpreter in the
Congo (2004) and has completed a further
three in Haiti since then.
All four have assured that they were never
discriminated against for being women. In
saying this, they told the press, they reflected
their own attitudes of not feeling inferior and
their undertaking of any tasks required.
Experts from a number of countries
recently attended a peace keeping
conference here in Montevideo entitled
“Our commitment to International Peace
and Security”.
According to the organizers, the
agreements made at the conference which
addressed themes such as “existing gaps
in the system” will add to the II Summit on
Peace Keeping Operations which is to be
held in New York next September.
Paz Tibiletti, president of the Latin
American Security and Defense Network
(RESDAL in Spanish), pointed to the need for
a gender based examination of challenges
that arise in military and police work.
Along similar lines, RESDAL member
Samantha Kusrrow, said that the idea was
not simply to increase the number of
women, but for better mission command
for these women and more contact with the
civil public.
Academic Rosario González confirmed

that female presence in missions “serves to
help and give an example to women in all
countries where peace keeping missions are
undertaken”.
UN resolution number 1325, which is
due for revision in New York in September,
emphasizes the importance of full female
inclusion in peace consolidation, in keeping
operations on an equal footing and in
conflict prevention and resolution.
It also advocates for increased female
representation on missions,and incorporates
a gender perspective for all spheres of
peacekeeping.
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Mass Participation In Cuban Sport Demonstrated
In Panamerican Games

Marcia
Videaux

PHOTO: Marcelino Vázquez Hernández

Eglys de
la Cruz

Manrique Larduet,

PHOTO:José Tito Meriño

Yusmary Mengana

HAVANA.- The results of the participation of the
masses in sport in Cuba could once again be seen at
the Pan-American Games in Canada, Toronto-2015,
where medal winners hailed from all over the island.
Continental canoe queen, Yusmary Mengana,
Cuba’s single biggest winner, took three titles: K-1
200m and 500m and K-2 500m.
Mengana was born on October 25, 1993 in the
special municipality of the Isle of Youth, some 142km
south of Havana. Training initially at the Elisa Zaldivar
Canoe Academy where she produced promising
results, she was accepted by the National Athletics
Higher School for Improvement.
The Cuban delegation’s youngest medal winner,
15- year old Marcia Videaux who won gold in the
gymnastic vault horse, commenced her career in her
native city of Manzanillo, in the east of Cuba, from
where she joined the National School for her discipline.
A somewhat similar route was taken by another
gymnast Manrique Larduet, from the eastern city of
Santiago de Cuba and winner of four medals; a gold
in the vault-horse, silver in both all-round and parallel
bars and bronze for his performance on rings.
Videaux and Larduet put an end to Cuba’s bad
streak in continental artistic gymnastics competitions
since Santo Domingo-2003. The country’s last titles
were won 12 years ago by Erick Lopez, who came first
in six disciplines.
Bejing-2008 bronze medal winner in shooting
Eglys de la Cruz, from the center of Cuba, dominated
the rifle event in three positions from 50m, to take her
third Pan-American crown, having previously won in
Santo Domingo-2003 and Rio de Jainero-2007.
Born on April 12, 1980 in the city of Sancti
Spiritus, De la Cruz commenced her career at the Lino
Salabarria Sports Initiation School (EIDE in Spanish).
Canoeist Jorge Garcia, winner of three medals
in Toronto: two gold (K-1 and K-2 1,000m) and one
silver(K-2 200m)is also a graduate of that same school.
Judoca Idalys Ortiz, Olympic champion in
London-2012 and world champion in Janeiro-2013
and Cheliabinsk-2014, is another of the Cuban
monarchs in the Pan-American Games who shows
that sport in Cuba is by no means confined to the
country’s capital, or to male competitors.
Ortiz is a native of the western city of Pinar del
Río, where she especially stood out in the Ormano
Arenado Llonch EIDE before later joining the national
pre-selection squad in her discipline.
Such sporting success could never have even
been imagined prior to the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution in 1959 due to the lack of state support,
and an absence of sporting infrastructure, planning
and dedicated schooling.
Evidence for this success is found in the country’s
undeniable results from cadet stage in 25 disciplines

Idalys Ortiz
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By AdriánMENGANA

at the Olympics, World-Championships, CentralAmerican championships, and Pan-American
championships despite limited resources as a
consequence of the US-imposed blockade.
Furthermore, Cuba is the only nation in the world
which offers Physical Education from pre-school
to first grade through to fourth grade, in special
education and up until the second year of university.
The Caribbean island also contributes to the
development of other nations through their
International School of Physical Education and
Sports, from which – in addition to the students from
85 countries presently in residence – more than 2,000
have graduated.
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Might Toronto Be Next
to Host Olympics?
By MoisésP.MOK
TORONTO.- The very well
executed organization of the
XVII Pan-American Games
and
the
commendable
performance of the host
nation’s well-prepared team,
have rekindled a possibility
that Toronto might once
again apply to host the
Olympic Games.
Uruguayan Julio Cesar
Maglione,
President
of
the Pan-American Sports
Organization (ODEPA from
the Spanish acronym) himself,
in comments to The Havana
Reporter, said that Toronto
had organized an event on
par with any Olympics.
With the 2024 Games in
mind, the ODEPA head, added
that they have a wonderful
villa, first class facilities
and great organizational
abilities. If motivated to do
so, Toronto would be an
excellent candidate to host
an Olympic Games.
A few days later, at an
event to honor journalists
with a long history of
covering
Pan-American
Games, John Troy, mayor of
Canada’s largest city -- with
a population estimated to
be in the region of 2,800,000
– said that events of this
type put the nation and the
city on the sporting map of
the world.
With an eye clearly on
the possibility of a third bid
for the 2024 Games, he said
that it remains to be seen
what might be done going
forward, because everything
rests on the success of the
Pan-American games and the
reactions of people to two
such events.
Toronto,
Canada’s
economic capital, situated
in the province of Ontario,
was beaten by the US city of

Atlanta in their 2008 Olympic
bid and again by Beijing four
years later.
UNITED WE PLAY
According to the provincial
Minister for Health Promotion
and Sport, Margarett Best, the
2015 Pan-American slogan
“United We Play” was created
in anticipation of what
these Games succeeded in
their endeavors to become,
a festival for the Americas
to connect and celebrate
cultures, arts, music and
American and Caribbean
performances.
For what purpose? “To
inspire and transform a
generation so that they
might work together for the
creation of healthy and active
communities of the future”.
So, between the 10th
and the 26th July more
than 6,000 athletes from
41 nations competed in 36
sports and 52 disciplines
at 30 venues
dispersed
throughout
16
south
Ontarian municipalities.
One again the medals
table was headed by the
US with 103 gold, 81 silver
and 81 bronze medals,
culminating in a total of 265.
Canada came second with
an unexpected total of 217
medals, comprising 78 gold,
69 silver and 70 bronze.
Canada’s previous best
performance of 64-52-80
dates back to when they
hosted the Winnipeg-1999
Games, just five titles short
of Cuba who were second on
the table on that occasion.
Cuba, who in Toronto-2015
had aspired to consolidate
the second place they had
held since Cali-1971, had to
however settle for fourth

place, having taken 36 gold, 27
silver and 34 bronze medals,
which was well below their precompetition expectations.

The Cubans were beaten
for third place by the Brazilians
who, given incentive by the
forthcoming Rio de Janeiro-2016
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Olympic Games, came with
the very best of their talent,
demonstrating their sporting
muscles.
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Cuba and US Reestablish Relations: First Step in a Difficult Process
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By RobertoGARCÍA

HAVANA.- Since Monday July 20, 2015, the Interests
Sections of Cuba and the US in Washington and Havana
have become embassies, and their chiefs have been
promoted to the roles of Charge d’ Affairs, in what is
deemed a significant historical development.
The new era in bilateral relations was marked by
a meeting on this same date between Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno Rodriguez and his North American
counterpart John Kerry, with the hoisting of the Cuban
flag at a building in the vicinity of the White House.
The events were covered extensively by the world’s
media, fostering hopes for better links following more
than fifty years of US political hostility.
Although many observers consider that the
reestablishment of diplomatic ties signifies an end to such
negative interrelations, but there is still much to be done.

According to Cuban authorities, the principal obstacle
to normalization is the economic, commercial and
financial blockade that has cost the Island an excess of
$1,000,112,534 dollars in damages.
Although not a legislative priority, there are
nonetheless conservative elements remaining within
the US Congress’ intent on blocking the thaw that
commenced on December 17, 2014.
In this regard, Mitch McConnell, Republican majority
leader in the Senate, recently indicated that any lifting by
legislators of the unilateral sanctions imposed on Cuba
would face serious obstacles.
McConnell added that it seems unlikely that his party
colleagues would endorse any nomination Obama might
make for Ambassador in Havana, and he thinks that – in
conflict with what a number of them have expressed
– “there is considerable opposition to the president’s
present policy on Cuba in the Capitol”.
On this same subject, Republican senator Lindsey
Graham recognized that, although promising to continue
to work against the White House position, it would appear
to be politically impossible to obtain the requisite votes in
the higher chamber to block funds for the opening of the
Embassy in Cuba.
In spite of fervent opposition from this prominent
conservative, and other Republican politicians, there is
a significant number from their own party that support
Obama’s new approach to links with Cuba.
Among them are senators Jeff Flake and Mike Enzi
who, in addition to other similar proposals, proposed
legislation in mid-May to stimulate business between US

companies and the Caribbean island.
Well known North American democrats and
Republicans who have visited Cuba in recent months
agree that there is a bipartisan consensus in Congress
which favors the elimination of the unilateral sanctions
imposed on Cuba.
Even White House spokesperson John Earnest
confirmed in Washington just a few days ago that
there is strong support for Obama’s objective of lifting
the blockade.
Experts agree on the necessity to examine the new
bilateral landscape as objectively as possible, because
even though there really has been significant progress,
officials from both nations accept that much still remains
to be done on the road to the normalization of relations.
In addition to the lifting of the blockade, Havana is
calling for talks on the return of land illegally occupied in
the east of the country by the Guantanamo Naval Base,
the cessation of illegal radio and television broadcasts and
an end to subversive actions.
The American side wants to debate, amongst other
points, the indemnification for companies nationalized
following the triumph of the Cuban Revolution on
January 1, 1959.
The Cuban Government have made known their
willingness to explore this or any other outstanding
issues in conjunction with their demand for
compensation for harm and damages caused by
Washington’s unilateral sanctions, and the long list
of aggressive actions against Cuba carried out by
successive North American administrations.

