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TOURISM

German to Attempt Cuba-US Powerboat Record
By RafaelARZUAGA

H A V A N A . _
German
pilot
and member of
Cuba‘s Hemingway
International
Sailing Club, Roger
Klüh has confirmed
his intention to
break the speed
record for a sea
crossing between
Key West in the
U.S. and the bay of
Havana.
Klüh, who will
make his crossing
next August 1st, told the Prensa Latina
news agency that this was a dream he
wanted to fulfil, adding that he had the
requisite piloting experience in the type
of vessel to be used.
Along with three other crew
members on the Apache Star, the former
professional ice-hockey player will
make his attempt to break a record set
back in the 1958 American Power Boat
Association sponsored speedboat race
between Miami and Havana, thought to
be the longest of that time.
On that occasion, in a time of 6 hours,
23 minutes, Tooky crew member Forest

E. Jonson broke the previous record of
9 hours, 23 minutes set in 1922 by Gard
Wood in his Silver Wolf vessel, for the 254
miles distance between both cities with a
stopover in Key West.
The German thirty-year veteran
speedboat pilot added that “the Apache

Star is a robust craft with the technology
to withstand high seas and although I
don‘t have a prediction, you can say that
breaking the record will not be a very
complicated task.”
The boat is inspired by Apache
Heritage 50, which has won two world

championships and is decked out with
ultra-modern equipment. It is also one of
the most famous vessels of this type in
the United States.
Klüh, who describes himself as a
sportsman, stated that “I have waited
three and a half years“ because U.S. laws
had prevented departure from the U.S.
until „developments in December 2014
opened a window of opportunity for the
realization of my dream.“
“I am now in possession of all the
requisite U.S. authorities special licenses,
including one from the Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC). I have just started
on the ordinary Coast Guard permits
process which should take a few weeks,”
he added.
Asked why he had chosen the Cayo
Hueso-Havana Bay route, he replied that
“my reason for taking up the challenge is
that I fell in love with this country and its
people having paid a visit to Cuba with
my girlfriend.“
In closing, Roger Klüh thanked
the management of the Hemingway
International Sailing Club for their
support with his quest and expressed his
desire to contribute to the establishment
of a powerboat classic between the U.S.
and Cuba.

Cuba Acknowledges Role of Foreign Investment in Tourism
By TinoMANUEL

HAVANA._ Foreign investment plays a major role in
the development of the Cuban tourism industry, said
José Daniel Alonso, the business director at the Cuban
Tourism Ministry (MINTUR).
In addressing the 70 journalists from 12 countries
that attended the 10th International Seminar on
Journalism and Tourism recently held in Havana, Alonso
praised the importance of investment in the industry
and its further development.

The number of foreign arrivals grew by 15 percent in
the first semester of this year, while traditional markets
such as Germany and France registered a 25 percent
increase in that period, he noted.
According to the source, 27 joint ventures are
currently operating in Cuba, and 11 of them are running
a total of 5,592 rooms. In addition, 73 management
contracts have been signed with 18 foreign hotel chains,
accounting for 51.8 percent of the country’s total rooms.
When referring to examples of the progress made in
the tourism industry, he mentioned that direct flights
between China and Havana will begin next September,
thus boosting the connection with tourists from all of
Asia.
Cuba, he noted, has several tourist attractions such
as 103 protected areas, which include 14 national parks
and 10 World Heritage Sites, while seven of its towns
have either celebrated or are about to celebrate their
500th anniversary.
Diving, recreational nautical activities, tours and
circuits, and nature trips are among MINTUR‘s major
projects.
The Cuban official also highlighted the development
of real estate agencies, after negotiations on the second
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joint venture for this kind of project were completed,
with 13 real estate projects likely to be materialized by
2020.
An example of a project to be implemented during
the first quarter of next year is the construction of
a golf course worth $360 million dollars with British
investment and another one for $462 million dollars
with Chinese firms.
With three cruise ship terminals, Cuba welcomed 287
ships during the latest high tourist season (NovemberApril.)
Also forming part of that infrastructure are seven
marinas and ten airports performing international
operations, and 62,700 hotel rooms, of which 65 percent
belong to four and five star hotels.
Cuban authorities expect to have 85,000 rooms
available by 2020, and 110,000 by 2030. Among the
leading development and investment zones the
MINTUR official mentioned Cienfuegos-Trinidad, in
central-southern Cuba, the northern part of Camagüey,
Las Tunas and Holguín, the last three in the east.
The three-day international seminar held at the José
Martí International Institute of Journalism included talks
and visits to tourist attractions.
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Cuba and Brazil Diversify Cooperation
HAVANA._
Cooperation
between Cuba and Brazil,
which covers a wide range
of sectors, is expected to
diversify even more with
the incorporation of areas
such as sports, the Brazilian
ambassador to Cuba, Cesario
Melatonio Neto, commented.
“Our nation maintains
a
good
and
growing
collaboration in areas such
as public health, medicine,
biotechnology, the tobacco
industry, energy, and especially
agriculture
through
the
program More Food, which
consists of the exportation of
diverse Brazilian equipment to
Cuba,” the diplomat said.
In an interview with the
Prensa Latina news agency,
he recalled that through
this latter program, many
tractors, fumigating machines,
irrigation equipment, among
others, are brought to the
island in order to help increase
Cuba’s food production and
reduce the need to import
foreign goods.
Neto said that the first

stage of the program – with
the participation of Cuba’s
Ministry
for
Agriculture
and Brazil’s Ministry for
Agricultural Development –
was successfully completed
in 2014. The negotiations for
the second stage are now
underway while a third stage is
planned for 2016.
Cuba counts with natural
treasures such as good and
fertile soils, a lot of sun and
rainfall, and positive agricultural
conditions that make it feasible
to increase its production while
reducing external dependency,
the ambassador added.
As part of the program,
numerous Brazilian machines
have taken part in Cuba’s
sugar cane harvest, while
cooperation is in place in order
to make use of the sugar cane’s
biomass to obtain electricity.
This project is carried out in
the 5 de Septiembre Sugar Mill,
in the central-southern part of
the country.
Commenting
on
the
cooperation in public health,
Neto pointed out that it has two

important areas: collaboration
in the biotechnology area and
the presence of Cuban doctors
in Brazil.
“We are very satisfied
with the excellent work of
some 12, 000 Cuban doctors
in Brazil where they have
tended to around 48 million
people,” he said.
According to the diplomat,
surveys of public opinion
in the country convey great
satisfaction of the general
population with the dedicated
work of the Cuban doctors.
A partnership in soccer is
now being started between
the two countries. The sport
,which is picking up in Cuba,
is becoming an important
national sport after baseball,
the ambassador said as he
mentioned the recent visit to
the island of Brazil’s ex-soccer
star Pelé.
“Cuba is a real olympic
potential in the Caribbean
region and we want to use this
vast experience to increase
cooperation in this sphere,”
Neto concluded.
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SOCIETY

Silk Weaving Project Benefits the Disabled
Text and Photos by WilfredoALAYON

MATANZAS._ The project Tejiendo Hilos,
that combines weaving and science
with a social goal, recently concluded
its first phase with good results, Cuban
and foreign experts said.
The initiative is rooted in the
cooperation between the Indio Hatuey
Experimental Pasture and Fodder
Station (EPFS) and the Cooperativa
Sociale SocioLario Onlus, from Italy,

financed by the European Union (EU),
Marlene Prieto, director of the project,
explained.
Prieto told the Prensa Latina news
agency that the project, which started
in 2011, benefits the affiliates of the
associations for the blind and visually
impaired, the motorically impaired, and
the deaf (ANCI, Aclifim, and Ansoc).
“In all activities, whether they be
technical or cultural, around 300 people
were involved; about a hundred of
them with some sort of disability that
feel like they are capable of carrying out
different functions,” she commented.
In addition, family members,
administrators, and representatives
of the associations, entities, and
organization participated, she added.
“This project has trained all involved
individuals so as to create a sector of
the population that is sensible and
knowledgeable and that can continue
the initiative in the future,” the director
said.
Anne Sophie, representative of
the section for cooperation of the EU
delegation in Cuba, indicated that
Tejiendo Hilos (Weaving Threads)
resulted from an initiative that provides

opportunities to non-governmental
entities
according
to
objective
requirements and standards.
“This project was one of the best
and convinced the jury thanks to
the exceptional alliance between an
experimental station and a cooperative.
It was a pretty challenging proposal
due to the topic of social inclusion of
disabled people,” she stressed.
The project includes the breeding of
the silk worm, the collection of raw silk,
the weaving of the thread, the dyeing,
and the manufacturing of several home
items from the silk capsule, according
to Prieto, an EPFS specialist.
The previously trained staff that
participates in all the different stages
is linked to workshops in 5 of the
13 municipalities of the province of
Matanzas, she commented.
Crafts, necklaces, earrings, key
chains, jewellery, and scarves, are some
examples of the final products.
Silk weaving consists in the
combination of the skills of humans
and the work of the silk worms that
are able to produce, through their
salivary glands, a very fine thread that
is then processed to obtain the soft and

elegant material known as silk.
While the final product is much
sought after, the manufacturing of
silk doesn’t require big investments. It
does need, however, great dedication
and extreme care when dealing with
the temperature, humidity, cleaning of
the breeding facilities, and the white
mulberry plantations that provide the
food for the worm.
Founded in 1962, the EPFS aims
to contribute to the sustainable local
development
through
productive
agro-ecological models, to improve the
ecosystems of the Cuban agricultural
sector, and to optimize the latter‘s
production systems.
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A Timely Alert About MERS
By VivianCOLLAZO
HAVANA._ The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
has called on all the sector‘s personnel in member countries
to familiarize themselves and remain up to date on infection
management for Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).
In light of the possibility of the appearance of episodes
related to the disease, of which more than 165 cases and 30
fatalities have been recorded in South Korea, the PAHO has
alerted to the importance of knowing everything about this
condition and in particular about the measures that should
be adopted to confront a suspected case.
Given that the clinical symptoms of MERS-CoV infection
are similar to those caused by other respiratory viruses, it is
not always suspected or promptly identified.
The PAHO stressed that to date, knowledge about the
clinical characteristics of the infection is limited while there
is no specific prevention or treatment such as a vaccine or
anti viral drug, which is why strict adherence to infection
prevention and control measures is vital.
The continental organization has also recommended
vigilance of severe acute respiratory infections and the
thorough investigation of any unusual patterns.
The PAHO does not, however, consider screening at entry
points to a country or international travel or trade restrictions
necessary in this regard.
MERS is a respiratory condition caused by a new coronavirus, first detected in Saudi Arabia in 2012. The majority
of cases of human infection by the pathogen have been,
although not easily transmissible, attributed to person to
person infection.

The PAHO bulletin emphasizes that close contact is
necessary for contagion. Certain scientific studies suggest
that camels have represented an important reservoir for the
corona-virus and a source of human infection, although the
specific virus transmission function of these animals or the
transmission route (or routes) are unknown.
Although Saudi Arabia has reported most cases, to date,
25 countries on 5 continents have also done so. The biggest
recorded outbreak outside the Middle East is that in South

Korea.
MERS infection symptoms comprise fever, cough,
expectoration, pneumonia, respiratory insufficiency and
kidney failure. Gastrointestinal symptoms have also been
noted.
According to the World Health Organization, the
virus more seriously affects older people with immune
deficiencies or chronic diseases such as cancer, chronic lung
conditions, and diabetes.

Cuba to Increase Vaccine Production

PHOTO: Jose Tito Meriño

By AlfredoBOADA

HAVANA._ With new products being
researched and developed at the Finlay
Institute, the renowned scientific institute
in East Havana, Cuba will increase its
production of vaccines against a number
of infectious diseases over the course of
the coming decade.
Doctor Hilda Garcia told The Havana
Reporter that the scientific institution
is in the process of merging with the
Center for Bio-molecular Chemistry, from
which the new Finlay Vaccine Institute
will emerge.
The establishment will, through
research and production until 2025,

develop seven conjugated preventive
vaccines against bacterial infections and
a therapeutic cholera vaccine (a strain of
Vibrio cholera o1, bio-type El Tor serotype
Ogawa) which is in its second clinical trial
phase.
This is a single dose oral vaccine with
an attenuate active micro organism
that, once in the gastrointestinal tract,
generates a protective immune reaction
against the epidemic.
A meningococcal conjugate vaccine
for sero-groups A,C,Y,W,and X,and another
against Streptococcus pneumonia which
is presently undergoing the clinical trial

phase, are also contemplated.
These are based on micro organisms
that cause pneumonia, bacteraemia,
sepsis, otitis media, and meningitis.
Along similar lines, a conjugate
vaccine for Typhoid fever -- of which
there are 26.9 million cases per year
globally, above all in south-east Asian
nations -- is also expected.
The institution will continue to
produce vaccines that form part
of the Ministry of Health‘s national
immunization scheme. Almost half a
million Cuban children were vaccinated
during the 54th National Polio
Vaccination Campaign this year. Between
the eradication of polio in 1962 and 2014,
83 million doses of the vaccine were
administered.
According to the Health Ministry‘s
National Immunization Program adviser,
Miguel Angel Galindo, prior to the
triumph of the Revolution only yellow
fever and smallpox had been eradicated
in Cuba, in 1908 and 1923, respectively.
The nation now remains by virtue of
vaccinations free from six preventable
diseases and some serious types of
other conditions, while tetanus, type B
Haemophilus influenzae meningitis, and
meningococcal disease, with infection
rates of less than 0.1 per 100 inhabitants,
no longer represent health problems.
Morbidity and mortality rates
associated
with
Typhoid
Fever
and Hepatitis B have also dropped

significantly.
A range of 26 Cuban bio-technological
products for the prevention, diagnosis
and treatment of 26 conditions were
on display recently at an international
scientific
congress
in
Havana’s
Convention Palace, attended by 300
researchers from more than 60 Cuban
institutions and a further 250 from more
than 30 foreign countries.
The Center for Genetic and BioTechnological Engineering in Havana
presented their list of products at the
“Bio-pharmaceutical Products: Third
Century Challenges” fair which was held
in conjunction with the aforementioned
congress, for the treatment of conditions
such as Hib Meningitis, Hepatitis B and C,
chronic myeloid leukaemia, and multiple
Myeloma.
Other illnesses included are
melanomas, basal cell skin carcinoma,
cutaneous
and
non-Hodgkin‘s
lymphoma, kidney cancer, and bladder,
non-iron deficiency anemia, recurrent
respiratory papillomatosis, hemorrhagic
conjunctivitis,
acute
myocardial
infarction, diabetic foot ulcers, cellular
immunodeficiency, Herpes zoster, and
burns.
The scientific institution, which also
produces HIV, Hepatitis C, pregnancy
rota-virus, and celiac disease testing kits,
has 236 health products approved in 57
countries while its exports reach more
than 35 nations.
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Cuba and Asia Consolidate Ties

HAVANA._ Despite the vast distance
between them, Cuba has, over the
course of the last 50 years, fostered
relations with Asia and continues to
deepen these links to the same extent
that it does with other regions.
The island and the Asian continent
are bound by historical ties and
friendship, but their close links are
also explained by a shared vision
expressed in Cuban foreign policy on
the Far East.
This year, Cuba is celebrating the
55th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations with China,
Vietnam, The Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Cambodia, India,
and Indonesia.
To mark this anniversary, high
ranking officials from some of these
and other Asian countries have
recently visited the Caribbean island.
The visit during the month of
June by Chinese deputy prime
minister Wang Yang, who had talks
with president Raúl Castro and other
leading government figures, is of
particular note.
On this occasion, Havana and
Beijing signed an economic and
technical cooperation accord, which
includes a donation by the Chinese to
finance bilateral cooperation projects.
The visit by Wang Yang follows
last year’s visit by Chinese president
Xi Jinping, during which 29 accords
related to a variety of sectors including
bio-technology, finance, agriculture,
infrastructure, and renewable energy,

were signed.
China is currently Cuba’s main
trading partner in Asia and second
globally, with trade worth around 1.8
billion dollars.
Meanwhile,
Singapore’s
Foreign Minister, Kasiviswanathan
Shanmugam, was also in Havana
last month, when he met with his
Cuban counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez,
and Minister for Planning and the
Economy, Marino Murillo.
Shanmugam,
who
is
also
Singapore’s Minister for Justice, said
that “nothing compares to seeing and
experiencing a country’s reality.”
The two governments signed a
reciprocal visa exemption agreement
as an expression of their bilateral
interest in facilitating ease of transit
for their citizens and the promotion of
bilateral collaboration.
Economic and commercial links,
primarily bio-technology related,
exist between Cuba and Singapore
and they also cooperate on the
administration of the port linked to
the Mariel Special Development Zone.
Located 45km west of Havana, the
purpose of the zone that covers 465.4
square kilometers is to attract foreign
investment, technological innovation,
and industrial concentration, in order
to stimulate Cuba´s sustainable
development.
Japan is also among the Asian
nations interested in expanding
relations with Cuba in light of new
economic prospects, according to
Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida, the
highest ranking official from his
nation to visit Cuba.
Minister Kishida was accompanied
by a mission of businessmen from
20 companies representing financial,
motor vehicle, trade, health, and
tourism sectors.
Kishida, who was received by both
the leader of the Cuban Revolution,
Fidel Castro, and president Raúl
Castro, said that he would like the
friendly relations between the two
nations to reach a new level, based
on points such as support for efforts
regarding the modernization of the
Cuban economic model.
Having been to the United States
prior to his arrival in Cuba, the
Japanese Foreign Minister praised
the process underway between
Havana and Washington for the
reestablishment of diplomatic ties
and the normalization of links.
Cuba is also engaged in
negotiations with the European Union
with a view to signing a cooperation
and dialogue agreement but without
putting aside its historical relations
with Asian countries as can be verified
by a frequent exchange of visits
involving senior government officials

PHOTOs: Jorge Pérez
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and other leaders.
Over the past few days the Deputy
Prime and Foreign Minister of Laos,
Thoungloun Sisoulith, and Korean
Worker´s Party Political bureau member
Kan Sok Su were among the number of
other foreign officials who paid visits to
Havana.
Meanwhile, a Cuban delegation,
led by Council of State vice president
Salvador Valdes visited Vietnam, Laos,
and China.
In the context of the historical links

between Cuba and Asia, it would be
impossible not to mention the support
the small Caribbean island has given to
Asian nations.
Thousands of doctors and health care
professionals have bestowed aid and
solidarity on Asian countries, among the
most palpable of which is the altruism of
the brigades sent to assist earthquake
victims in Nepal and Pakistan, while
hundreds of students from that continent
have received training here as doctors or
other health related specialists.

CULTURE
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SPOTLIGHT ON

Carnivals Chill the Cuban Summer
By IbisFRADE

HAVANA._ Summer, sea-side and carnival all form part of
a packet during the hottest months in Cuba, when many
try to alleviate stifling temperatures with a cocktail of salt
water and fiesta.
Carnivals, the nation´s most traditional mass
celebrations, are held on coinciding dates during July and
August in different regions of the country, although some
– such as in the central province of Camaguey – are held a
few weeks earlier.
Held during school holiday time with dedicated child
carnivals, these festivals unite whole families undeterred
by soaring temperatures. Some take work vacations to
coincide with the festivities.
Because people often return to their hometowns to
participate, carnivals also involve a significant element of

displacement.
Although a European tradition in origin, they have
–- above all because of a strong African influence on
the celebrations -- taken on very distinctive traits in the
Americas.
The first of these festivities in Cuba was related to the
Catholic feasts of Corpus Christi and the Epiphany during
colonial times. On these days slaves were rested and
permitted to engage in rituals and traditional dances.
Grand processions were organized to honor their
deities (a fusion of Catholic saints and African gods), which
often culminated in a multi-colored conglomeration of
people answering the call of beating bells and drums.
Street parades, a derivative of these processions and
a showcase for the mix of Creole and African culture, later
emerged and ultimately led to the music, dance, and
costumes of the carnivals today that have not lost their
essence.
Among the longest standing troupes on the island are
El Alacrán (The Scorpion), la jardinera (The Lady Gardener)
and Marquises of Atares.
Later came The Guaracheros of Regla and those of the
Federation of University Students as well as The Giraldilla
of Havana.
Converted now into popular celebrations, Franco
Haitian, Asiatic, Hispanic and even North American
elements add spice to the festivities.
Added to drums, trumpets and wooden boxes are
Chinese bugles, lanterns, floats and costumes.

The most elaborate culmination of all these elements
is to be found in the “Paseo,” a grand mobile performance
in which neighborhoods display complex choreography in
parades brought to a close by attractive floats.
The Malecon Promenade, which extends along most
of the avenue that runs adjacent to the Bay of Havana, is
one of the most famous, although the tradition is common
throughout Cuba.
The Conga forms another essential element of the
carnival; that of Santiago de Cuba draws in whoever comes
close to it as it passes through the streets of that eastern
city. It is, in the eyes of many, an event that makes the local
carnival one of the most colorful in the Caribbean.

Watch the Screen to Beat the Heat
HAVANA._ Cuban cinemas will screen
27 new movies during the two summer
months of July and August, much to the
satisfaction of the many cinema lovers.
According to the vice president
of the Cuban Institute for Art and
Cinematography (ICAIC for its Spanish
initials), Benigno Iglesias, the movie
program will be diverse and attractive
in all of the country’s provinces since
many of the films that will be screened
have won several international prizes
despite being very recent productions.
This is the case with “La Isla Minima,”
winner of the Goya Prize for best movie,
“Magical Girl,” also winner of the Spanish
Goya Prize for best female actress, and
“Welcome to New York,” a film inspired
by the case of Strauss-Kahn.
Many critics agree that the famous
French actor Gerard Depardieu’s
performance in a portrait of selfdestruction of a man that falls victim
to addictions is memorable to say the
least.
Iglesias said that the Cuban public
will also be able to enjoy six new fiction
short films and 14 animation movies
that will be part of the children’s
program.
“For the first time this summer,
we will show three national movie

premieres,” the director announced.
The first of these, “La Ciudad” (The
City) by Thomas Piard, will be screened
for the first time on July 14, while on
August 7 Cuba’s largest cinemas will
start showing “Fatima,” a film by Jorge
Perugorria that was very well received at
the last Festival for New Latin American
Cinema.
“Esteban,” Jonal Cosculluela’s opera
prima, which will be saved for the end of
summer, is starred by the experienced
actors Yuliet Cruz and Manuel Porto. “It
revolves around the life of a 9-year-old
boy who lives in a troubled household
and discovers his passion for music,” the
specialist commented.
Additionally, Iglesias announced two
special cinema programs scheduled for
this summer: one in July named “12
genres, 12 countries, and 12 must-see
movies,” and one in August entitled
“Highlights of Rock.”
The last one includes interesting
fiction movies and great performances
by actors that have left their mark on
that genre.
A 3D projection of the popular
American rock band Metallica will
inaugurate that cycle at the Cinemateca
de Cuba.
The Caribbean island hosts the

PHOTO: Manuel Muñoa

By MarthaSANCHEZ

International Festival for New Latin
American Cinema every year in which
more than 100 movies of the entire
continent partake.
Another much
enjoyed event by the Cuban public is
the French Film Festival, as well as many
other cinematographic productions of

other countries around the world.
During this summer, the Cinemateca
de Cuba will pay homage to film
celebrities such as to the Swiss actress
Ingrid Bergman, the French actor Alain
Delon, and the unforgettable British
actor Charles Chaplin.
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THEATER
MUSIC
*Note: theater companies are in
parentheses

Sala Llauradó

GETTING
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

By MaylínZALDIVAR
thr@prensa-latina.cu

Oratorio San Felipe Neri

Teatro Karl Marx

RECOMMENDS
• Special concert by
Camerata Romeu
chamber music
orchestra conducted
by Zenaida Romeu.
Teatro Guiñol

Fábrica de Arte Cubano

Calle M e/ 17 y 19. Vedado.Tel:
7 832-62-62. Sat. Jul. 18 (11 am):
“Caras Blancas” (White faces)
directed by Ernesto Parra. Thu.
16 (5 pm): “Muchachita del
mar” (The Girl From the Sea) by
Grupo Retablos de Cienfuegos.

Anfiteatro del Centro
Histórico.
Calle 11 e/ D y E. Vedado.
Tel: 7 832-5373. Sala Vicente
Llauradó. Tue. Jul. 14, 21, 28,
Wed. 15, 22, 29, Thu. 16, 23, 30
(6 pm): Family Trash by grupo
Osikán-Plataforma Escénica
Experimental.

Bertolt Brecht.

Avenida del Puerto e/ Cuba y
Peña Pobre. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
863-9464. Sat. 18, Sun. 19 (9 pm):
Musical Aladdin. Directed by:
Alfonso Menéndez.

MUSIC MUSIC
Teatro Nacional

Calle 26 e/ 11 y 13, Vedado. Sat.
Jul. 18- Tue. 21: Mini concerts
(jazz and trova music).

Casa Victor Hugo
Calle O’Reilly e/ Habana y
Aguiar. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 866
7591. Mon. Jul. 13 (4 pm): Cuban
guitarist Luis Manuel Molina
and Calis duo.

Basílica Menor de San
Francisco de Asís

Loma y 39, Plaza de la
Revolución Tel: 7 878-5590.
Sala Covarrubias. Sat. Jul. 25
(8:30 pm) and Sun. 26 (5 pm):
Conciertos “Un Palco en la
Opera” (Concerts “A Box in the
Opera” Directed by: Giovanni
Duarte

Jardines del Teatro Mella
Calle 13 esq. I, Vedado. Tel:
832-9359. Fri. Jul. 17, 24, Sat. 18,
25 (8:30 pm) and Sun. 19, 26
(5 pm): Querido Diego (Dear
Diego) by (Proyecto Teatral La
Bernarda)

Línea entre A y B. Vedado. Tel:
7 833-8696. Sat. Jul. 11 (5 pm):
Jade duo performs. Thu. 16 (5
pm): KIALO band (alternative
music). Wed. 22 (5 pm): Zule
Guerra and Blues de Habana
perform.

Oficios e/ Amargura y Churruca,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-9683.
Sat. Jul.11 (6 pm): Lecuona Trio
performs: Lianne Vega (piano),
Alejandro Martínez (cello)
and Alberto Rosas (flute).Sat.
18 (6 pm): Special concert by
Camerata Romeu chamber
music orchestra conducted by
Zenaida Romeu.

Calle Aguiar esq. Obrapía.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-3243.
Sat. Jul. 11 (4 pm): Violist
Anolan González in concert,
accompanied by pianist Beatriz
Batista.

Centro Hispano Americano
de Cultura.

Calle 1ra, e/ 8 y 10. Playa.
Miramar Tel: 7 209-1991. Fri. 10,
Sat. 11 (8:30 pm): Concert by
Elaín Morales and Dominican
Johnny Ventura

ART GALLERIES
MUSEUMS
AND GALLERIES
& MUSEUMS
Museo Castillo de La Real
Fuerza.

Malecón e/ Capdevila y Paseo.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866-0775.
Sat. Jul. 11 (5 pm): Concert by
Nuestro Tiempo instrumental
ensemble directed by Enrique
Pérez Mesa.

Centro Cultural Fresa Y
Chocolate

Calle O’Reilly e/ Avenida del
Puerto y Tacón. La Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 864-4490. Trough Sep. 30:
Exhibit “Modelismo en acción
IV” (Model-making in Action
4) by students from José Martí
Secondary Shool in Old Havana.

Vitrina de Valonia

Calle 23 e/ 10 y 12, Vedado. Tel: 7
836-2096. Thu. Jul. 16, 23, 30 (10
pm): Fiesta del Rey. Electromusic.

San Ignacio e/ Muralla y
Teniente Rey. Plaza Veja. Tel: 7
868- 3561. Through Jul: Exhibit
“Del papel al celuloide” (From
the Paper to the Celluloid).
Theme: The animation process
in Cuba.

ENTERTAINMENT& LISTINGS

AROUND

Casa de Asia.

Mercaderes e/ Obrapía y
Obispo. Habana Veja. Tel: 7
863- 9740. Through Jul: Exhibit
“Asia en la plástica cubana
contemporánea” (Asia in
Contemporary Cuban Painting).

Museo de Naipes
Calle Muralla e Inquisidor, Plaza
Vieja, La Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
860-1534. Through Jul. Card
exhibit “Rincones de América”
(America’s Spots).

Casa Oswaldo
Guayasamín.

Factoría Habana.

Casa de la Música de
Miramar
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Zorra y Cuervo

Obrapía e/ Oficios y Mercaderes.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861-3843.
Thu. Jul. 16 (10 am): Exhibition
of masks typical of the Tigua
community, whose inhabitants
belong to Kichwa del Cotopaxi
ethnic group.

Casa natal José Martí
(House where José Martí was
born)

Casa Juan Gualberto
Gómez
Calle Empedrado e/ Habana
y Compostela. Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 866- 4114. Through
Jul. “Collective caricature
exhibition”

O´Reilly e/ Habana y Aguiar.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7864-9518.
Through Jul: The Mission by
Rocío García.

Casa de al Obra Pía.

NIGHTCLUBS &
CABARETS

NIGHTCLUBS & CABARETS
Café Miramar
Calle 5ta y 96. Miramar Tel: 7
203-7676. Fri. Jul. 17, 24, 31 (5
pm): Dance matinee with the
band Jaleo Habana.

Casa de la Musica de
Galiano
Calle Paula e/ Egido y Picota,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861-3778.
Through Jul: Exhibit “Sé un
pintor atrevido” (Be a Bold
Painter) by 14 visual artists from
Artemisa province.

Calle Obrapía a/ Mercaderes y
San Ignacio, Habana Vieja. Tel:
7 861- 30 97. Thu. Jul. 16 (10
am): Opening of the collective
exhibition “Patchmanía” (Patch
mania) by students from the
workshop on patch-based
technique taught by professor
Adela Rodríguez.

Casa Museo del Tabaco
(Cigar Museum)
Calle Mercaderes e/ Obrapía
y Obispo. Habana Vieja. Tel:
7861-5795.Thu. Jul. 16 (10 am):
Exhibition of books dealing with
the history and culture of cigar
growing.

Galiano e/ Neptuno y Concordia,
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 862-4165.
Centro Habaneciendo. Wed.
Jul. 15, 22, 29 (11 pm): José Luis
Cortés y Ng la Banda. Thu. 16, 23,
30 (5 pm): Pupy y los que Son
Son.

Calle 20 esq. 35, Miramar,
Playa. Tel: 7 202-6147.Salón te
Quedarás. Fri. Jul. 17 (10 pm):
Klimax band. Sat. 18 (5 pm):
Gens band’s club (rock music).

Sauce
Calle 9na e/ 120 y 130,
Cubanacán. Playa. Tel: 72047114. Sun. Jul 12, 19 (5 pm):
Luis Alberto García and Frank
Delgado perform. Sun. 12, 19 (9
pm): Charly Salgado performs.

Le Select
Calle 28, e/ 5ta y 7ma. Miramar.
Tel: 7 207-9681. Municipio.
Playa. Sat. Jul. 18, 25 (8 pm):
El Show de Cary Bridón (Cary
Bridón’s Show)

Calle 23 y O, Vedado.Tel: 7 8332402. Wed. Jul. 22 (10 pm): Ruy
López Nussa & La Academia.
Thu. 23 (10 pm): Denis Carbó &
Jazz en Trance. Fri. 24 (10 pm):
Michel Herrera & Joven Jazz.
Sat. 25 (10 pm): Yasek Manzano
& his group . Sun. 26 (10 pm):
Lázaro Valdés & So Jazz. Mon. 27
(10 pm): Zule Guerra & Blues de
Habana.

DANCE

DANCE

Centro Hispano Americano
de Cultura
Malecón e/ Capdevila y Paseo.
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 866-0775.
Sat. 18 (5 pm): Show by Así
Somos dance company
marking the 40th anniversary
of the artistic life of its director
Lourdes Cagigal. Several guests
invited.

14th International
Summer Circus Festival,
“Circuba 2015,”
Havana,
July 13-23.
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Cuballet: A Dance School For All
HAVANA._ Those who would like to learn
the essence of the Cuban ballet school’s
methodology can do so through the
international dance course that will be
offered in Havana this summer.
The “Cuballet” takes place every
summer in the Center for the Promotion
of Dance, known as Prodanza, whose
founding director is Laura Alonso.
“Cuballet
aims
to
provide
opportunities and to exploit young
talent as I believe in the artistic potential
of our youths, and for their talent to
flourish you need to provide them with
opportunities,” stressed the professional
dancer, daughter of the founders of
Cuba’s National Ballet and its school,
Alicia and Fernando Alonso.
During four consecutive weeks,
from July 6 to August 2nd, inscribed
students and teachers alike will receive
ballet classes, including tiptoes, adagio,
repertoire, physical efficiency, modern
dance, Spanish dance, popular Cuban
dance, ccting, and make-up artistry.
So far, the dancers that have signed
up represent an international bunch;
from Mexico, Argentina, Canada, the
Dominican Republic, Brazil, Uruguay,
the United Kingdom, the United States,
Panama, the islands of Guadaloupe, and
Puerto Rico. Up to this point, the latter
country will bring the largest delegation
yet the inscription period still remains
open.
This year’s Cuballet will conclude with
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By MarthaSÁNCHEZ

the performance of the popular classic
“Don Quixote,” a much-needed work in
the repertoire of all the important dance
companies and competitions around the
world.
“The summer courses offer the
possibility of getting familiar with
different dancing styles of other countries
and always bring new, interesting, and
fun experiences in order to ensure a great
adventure to all participants,” the founder
of Cuballet said.
The event started in the 1980s as
a response to the interests of foreign
teachers and dancers in getting to know
the details of the Cuban ballet school’s
methodology.
“My mother put me in charge of
organizing the first course in 1983
yet the interest in learning the Cuban
ballet method back then was due to the

excellent work of my mother and my
father, Fernando Alonso, creator of that
method,” Laura proudly recalled.
“He trained many world-famous
dancers that caught international
attention and caused people to wonder
how Cuban dancers achieved such
outstanding levels on stage,” she said.
The work of the Alonsos (also
including the choreographer Alberto
Alonso, Laura’s uncle and author of the
famous ballet “Carmen”), consolidated a
school with unique characteristics and
solid academic bases that produced
many generations of extraordinary
dancers; many of whom shone at several
international competitions and festivals.
At the end of the 1960s, the critics
started to talk about the “Cuban miracle,”
which is why it should come as no surprise
that the Cuballet was a great success from

its very first edition.
For the teacher and choreographer
Hector Figueredo, these events help to
exemplify to students and professionals,
how to set up the performance of a great
classic, which consists of everything; from
great discipline in constant rehearsals to
the learning of acting techniques.
While this year’s master piece is “Don
Quixote,” last year’s performance was
“Swan Lake,”and next year’s will be another
classic, yet perhaps more ambitious, work
by choreographer Marius Petipa, “The
Pharaoh’s Daughter.”
Putting up such great classic
performances in such few weeks is a
challenge but a great experience once
you witness the fruits of your efforts.
”We should not forget that Cuballet is
an event that aims to give opportunities
yet when it comes to the distribution
of roles, the technical level of each
dancer is considered,” commented
Figueredo, founder of the event and a
long-time graduate from the prestigious
choreography school in Moscow.
Student of different dance schools all
over the country will also participate in
the Cuballet course that will take place
in the Prodanza Center in the Havana
municipality of Marianao. It will be
directed by the 2004 National Dance Prize
winner, Alberto Mendez.
“Don Quixote” will be performed in the
Avellaneda Hall of the National Theater on
July 31, and August 1st and 2nd.

Ernest Hemingway and Cuba Forever Bound
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By ReinaMAGDARIAGA

HAVANA._ The reciprocal affection between the U.S.
novelist Ernest Hemingway and Cuba is so amazing that
it makes us recall the old saying two of a kind.
“I live in Cuba because I love Cuba,” said the U.S. writer
and journalist when he expressed his affection for the
Caribbean island, which warmly welcomed him on his first
visit in 1928.
The “Finca Vigía” (Lookout Farm), today a museum,
was his favorite place of residence in Cuba where he lived
from 1939 to 1960 - the first five years together with his
wife Martha Gellhorn.
It was in this very place that he wrote The Old Man
and the Sea in 1951; today considered one of the 20th
century’s most outstanding fiction pieces and possibly his
most famous work.
Published in 1952 and taken to the big screen several

times, the novel tells the story of an old fisherman who is
determined to stay in the open sea until he catches a fish.
When granted the Nobel Prize in Literature for his
entire work, Ernest Hemingway dedicated the award
to Cuba. The statuette can be seen at the Santuario del
Cobre’s Chapel of Miracles in the eastern Cuban province
of Santiago de Cuba.
It’s worth saying that in addition to Hemingway’s
literary works, Cubans also praise his systematic contact
with the people.
Many are the individuals involved in the conservation
of his former residence, documents and places he used
to visit, such as the Hotel Ambos Mundos and the bar La
Bodeguita del Medio.
Other sites connected with the writer’s stay in Havana
are also very well maintained, as is the case of the Floridita
Bar-Restaurant which features a life-size bronze statue of
Hemingway sculpted by Cuban artist José Villa Soberón.
Additionally, in the locality of Cojímar (east of Havana),
where he docked his yacht El Pilar, sculptor Fernando
Boada erected a bust made of bronze fragments collected
by local fishermen.
A PRAISEWORTHY RAPPROCHEMENT
Hemingway’s presence in this country has also provided a
sort of link between the people of the U.S. and Cuba. This
is exemplified by the U.S.-based Finca Vigía Foundation
headed by Mary Jo Adams: a program for the exchange
of experts involved in the restoration process of the main

house and the Yacht El Pilar.
According to Adams, whenever both countries work
together in the restoration of Hemingway’s house and the
preservation of his documents, a small diplomatic bridge
is constructed between the two nations.
Similarly, events such as the Ernest Hemingway
International Billfish Tournament, one of the oldest of
its kind in the world, attract lovers of that sport from all
around the world to the island.
Furthermore, the International Colloquium on Ernest
Hemingway takes place in Cuba every two years, with its
most recent edition held June 18-21 with the participation
of researchers from six countries.
Even though there are many events influencing the
current process for the reestablishment of Cuba-U.S.
diplomatic relations, the importance of the U.S. writer’s
presence in Cuba cannot be disregarded.

PHOTO FEATURE

A Really Hot But
Joyful Cuban Summer

PHOTOs:FotosPL

By RobertoCAMPOS

HAVANA._ Despite forecasts for even further rises in
temperatures for this summer in Cuba, a majority of
locals have their sights firmly fixed on the beach, outings,
and on facing day to day difficulties with a smile.
Experts are talking about a very hot summer this
year. The Meteorological Institute Climate Center
recognizes that temperatures close to or above average,
equally in eastern, western and central regions, will be
commonplace, perhaps until October.
For the three-month period from May to July average
or greater than average rainfall is forecast, although the
August to October period could undermine the value of
these precipitations.
Some 80 percent of national average rainfall is usually
accumulated between May and October, which depends
to a large extent on tropical waves, hurricanes and other
weather systems. So, if there is less rain between August
and October, daytime heat in particular, can rise.
But “summer is here“ is a type of allegory which is
almost always accompanied by a seasonal theme tune,
video clips of a pop idol, and a joyfulness that seems to
defy high temperatures.
In addition to being on the frontiers of tropical and
extra tropical circulation, Cuba is geographically located
close to the Tropic of Cancer which accounts for the high
intensity rays.
This, according to experts, explains why, from April to
November, frontal and anti-cyclonic influenced systems
cause weather variations to occur more frequently while
from May to October conditions are more stable.
So, even though summers are notable for the
extreme heat and temperatures are generally high,
annual average values range between 24 degrees
centigrade on the plains and 26 on eastern coasts.
Records show that the temperature in Cuba‘s
easternmost province of Guantanamo rose to 38.6
degrees centigrade on August 7, 1969, while in Bainoa,
in the west, they fell to 0.6 degrees on February 18, 1996.
An average relative humidity of almost 80 percent,
with peaks over 90 percent, is another factor that
contributes to feeling uncomfortably hot.
Therefore, in Cuba the talk is not of summer, winter,
spring or autumn, rather of wet and dry seasons and
scarce cold spells.
There is perfectly apt traditional refrain regarding
the “eternal Cuban summer,“ which adds a particular
tone to those areas of natural beauty, ideal -- in spite of
soaring temperatures -- for seasonal excursions. There
is no reason to doubt that this year, as is the norm on
this Caribbean island, the summer will be spiced by the
traditional ingredients of music and joy.
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BOGOTA._ The global oil price crisis has
opened an era of profound reflection on
projections for the sector in Colombia,
in light of the fact that depleting
hydrocarbon reserves form part of the
present scenario.
The Andean nation is -- after
Venezuela, Mexico and Brazil -- the
fourth largest Latin American oil
producer. It contributes 1.3 percent of
all fuel oil to global markets.
Ecopetrol, the leading national
oil producing entity and the Ministry
for Mines and Energy, consider that
if exploration and prospecting works
do not start promptly, at present rates
of production the nation‘s existing oil
reserves will be depleted in 6.4 years.
Domestic production had been
forecasted since last year at one million
barrels per day, but the world price crisis
facing fossil fuel and the consequent
supply surplus have meant that this
target could not be reached in 2014 and
will not be attained in 2015 either.
The country‘s reserves presently stand
at 2.308 billion barrels, having dropped
at the end of last year by 5.6 percent since
the end of 2013.
The nation is caught up in a vicious
circle, because the international low
cost of Colombian heavy crude oil and

Colombian Oil Dilemmas
By Félix ALBISU
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its effects should, according to Ecopetrol
and the National Development Plan in
effect until 2018, reduce prospective
investments.
However, experts believe that with
greater incentives, particularly for
increased non-conventional -- principally
deep water -- deposit exploration, the
energy sector could turn the present
state of affairs around.
For Francisco Jose Lloreda, executive
president of the Colombian Oil
Association (ACP for its Spanish acronym),
the country could triple its present
reserves within 15 years, thus averting

fiscal disaster for the national economy.
In the opinion of the ACP chief, there
is an estimated potential of 3 billion
barrels of non-conventional reserves,
which surpasses present Colombian
reserves.
Lloreda commented that over the
coming 10 to 15 years these could lead
to a possible production above the
current one million barrel per day target.
He confirmed that within four years
the country must work on the activation
of 13-20 exploratory wells, utilizing
the controversial hydraulic stimulation
technique, more commonly known as

fracking.
In the middle of an unpromising
panorama
emerging
from
this
production model and Ecopetrol‘s ups
and downs caused by changes in both
management and strategy -- in addition
to internal corruption scandals -- , there
has been some better news arising from
a recent discovery in La Guajira, close to
Lake Maracaibo.
The Caribbean deep water gas field,
discovered by a joint Petrobras, Repsol,
and Ecopetrol venture, is rated as very
promising as it indicates the presence of
the natural gas equivalent to some 264
million barrels of oil.
According to industry experts,
hydrocarbon production development
is strategic, as it accounts for 21 percent
of current national income. It also has
the potential to triple the contributions
that may result from recent fiscal reforms
adopted by Congress and brought into
effect by the government.
Given the present outlook, APC
specialists consider that if exploration
is not invigorated and prioritized in the
light of the depleting current reserves,
Colombia might have to import crude
oil within four or five years while the
country waits to exploit new deposits; a
wait that could last up to nine years.

Hunger and Soil
HAVANA._
Experts
concur
that progressive global soil
degradation poses a threat
to food security, especially in
developing countries where
most of the world‘s population is
concentrated.
If a few decades ago this
issue was largely overlooked
since only half of the world’s
arable land was cultivated, today
the situation is very different.
According to the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), there are
currently 800 million hungry
people and even though 10
years ago the number surpassed
1 billion, the present amount
of individuals affected by this
scourge is still too high.
The need for food will
not stop increasing and the
availability of arable land per
person, particularly in third
world nations, will most likely
continue to decline.
These
and other topics
related to food security were
debated
at
the
recently
convened 39th FAO Conference
in Rome.
A few days before in Havana,
a workshop on Regional Soil
Alliance
(representing the
Caribbean, Central America

and Mexico) was held by this
international body with the goal
of adopting a strategy for the
conservation and protection of
this vital resource that produces
most of our nutrients.
Bolivian
Ronald
Vargas,
secretary of the World Soil
Alliance, highlighted that among
the agreements reached at the
meeting was the formation
of a regional program for the
management, conservation, and
restoration of the soil; a platform
for sustainable agriculture with
an educational component and
a series of ongoing awareness
activities.
Other agreements focus
on increasing the funding
by the region‘s nations for
interdisciplinary research and
soil application, strengthening
of the Latin American Soil
Information System (SISLAC
for its Spanish acronym), and
developing of skills in digital
cartography of fertile lands and
functional applications.
Participants also agreed on
the creation of a regional program
for the standardization of soil
analysis and methodologies to
assess the impact of sustainable
management on the areas.
Moujahed Achouri, director

of the FAO Water and Land
Division, said that healthy soil
is the foundation of global
food production, which is why
it should become an integral
element of public policy.
Achouri, who warned that
pressure on soil resources was
reaching its limits, added that this
is a vital resource for food and
nutrition security, and it might
help to mitigate the negative
effects of climate change.
According to the expert,
in addition to supporting 95
percent of food production,
the soil is also home to over
one quarter of the planet‘s
biodiversity.
Additionally, it is an important
source
of
pharmaceutical
products and plays an important
part in the carbon cycle.
He cautioned that soil
degradation,
estimated
at
33 percent worldwide, was
alarming and had the potential
to endanger food security and
drive many people into poverty.
It is not surprising that
the FAO has launched an
international appeal to those
responsible for soil management
and policy to join forces in order
to reduce degradation and
recuperate affected lands.
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By RobertoSALOMÓN
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Another Breakthrough in Cuba’s Health System
WASHINGTON._ United Nations experts
have called for the principles of equity,
universality and popular participation
that characterize the Cuban public health
system to be implemented globally.
UN-AIDS deputy executive director
Luiz Loures said at the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) headquarters that
the island’s experience could be adapted
to be applied in all nations regardless of
size, population, or geographic location,
because it combines the mobilization of
civil society with political will.
The official, along with other experts,
was speaking last June 30 at a press
briefing to announce that Cuba had
become the first nation on earth to have
eradicated mother to child transmission
of HIV/AIDS and syphilis.
According to Loures, the result is the
fruit of programs notable for their equity
and the commitment of the government.
In the UN-AIDS director’s view, Cuba’s
internationalist concept is, in the face
of present health care challenges –
including HIV/AIDS - now more necessary
than ever.
“This experience, the concepts and
actions that lead to an achievement of
this nature, should be shared with the rest
of the world, and we are willing to help
Cuba generalize such progress,” he said.
Founded in 1902, the PAHO, which
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By WaldoMENDILUZA

acts as a World Health Organization
(WHO) office for the Americas. PAHO
director, Carissa Etienne, agreed during
the briefing in Washington, that this
represents a historic moment of success
that should be shared with the region
and the world as a whole.
The nurse and public health
professional from Dominica recalled

Cuba’s traditional cooperation with other
countries to improve access to medical
care. She added that the rapprochement
between Cuba and the U.S. announced
last December could help strengthen
regional collaboration in the sector.
Just over six months ago, presidents
Raúl Castro and Barack Obama
announced the launch of a process to

reestablish diplomatic relations, a step
towards the normalization of bilateral ties
which, given the combined experience
and scientific advances of both nations,
might – in the opinion of experts – have
a significant impact on the health sector.
The specialist Adele Benzaken also
defended the importance of community
mobilization in Cuba as an international
reference.
Speaking at the end of the conference
called to officially announce the first
national elimination of mother to child
HIV/AIDS and syphilis transmission, she
told the Prensa Latina news agency that
one of the things that most impressed her
during her visits to Cuba was community
participation in health initiatives.
Cuban Minister for Public Health,
Roberto Morales, reiterated his country’s
willingness to share experiences and
results so that others in the region and
around the world could attain similar
successes.
Morales said that about 70 countries
presently count with the help of some
50,000 Cuban health workers, including
some 25,000 doctors.
On HIV/AIDS specifically, he recalled
that in Africa – the continent on which
the lethal virus represents a significant
problem – Cuba had 4,000 personnel in
over 20 countries.
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Pan Am Games:

Another Major Challenge for Cuban Sports
By CotoWONG

HAVANA._ Holding on to their traditional second place
in the Pan American Games is the greatest challenge
facing Cuba in the 17th edition of the continental
competitions, running in Toronto from July 10 to 26.
Retaining this lofty position, held since the Games
were hosted by Cali, Colombia, in 1971, will warrant a
special effort and put the preparation and tenacity of
the Cuban athletes to the test.
Four years after the Guadalajara games, the
continental sporting scenario and the circumstances
that Cuba will face this time around are by no means
the same.
In addition to the sporting force consistently
demonstrated by the United States since the second
edition of the games, hosted by Mexico City in 1955,
one can say that -- aside from their team’s competitive
qualities - Canada‘s position as host nation ensures
that their audience will be most anxious to see their
national flag hoisted second to that of their neighbor
to the South and outright leader at the Games.
It must also be taken into account that of 385 trials

---- Guadalajara-2011---G
1-USA
92
2-Cuba
58
3-Brazil
48
4-Mexico
42
5-Canada
30
6-Colombia
24
7-Argentina
21
8-Venezuela
11
9-The Dominican R.
7
10-Ecuador
7
11-Guatemala
7
12-Puerto Rico
6
13-Chile
3
14-Jamaica
1
15-Bahamas
1
Cayman Islands
1
17-N. Antilles
1
18-Costa Rica
1
19-Uruguay
20-Peru
21-Trinidad & Tobago
22-St. Cristopher-Nevis 23-El Salvador
24-Dominica
25-Barbados
Bolivia
Paraguay
28-Guyana
Panama
-

S
79
35
35
42
40
25
19
26
9
8
3
8
16
5
1
1
3
2
2
2
1
1
-

B
67
43
58
49
49
35
34
33
17
9
5
8
24
1
1
1
1
2
5
2
1
2
2
2
1
1

incorporated into the competitive program, Cuba will
be absent from 133, participating in only 232, a fact
that considerably diminishes the total number of
potential medals.
Cuban strategists must also reckon with Brazil,
who has put together an impressive sporting force,
the immense majority of whom will compete in the
Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games next year.
This is why Toronto is vital for the South American
Giant who, with their best ever tally of 52 gold, 40
silver, and 65 bronze medals, failed to beat Cuba,
which claimed 59-35-41, when hosting the Games in
2007.
The last three Games have borne witness to a
fierce dispute between the second and fifth place,
involving Cuba, Canada, Brazil, and Mexico, while
Colombia, Argentina, and Venezuela have registered
marked increases in their medal counts in various
sports.
Mexico‘s place among the Toronto vanguard
should not be forgotten, having sent out a strong

----- Santo Domingo-2003 ----

---- Rio de Janeiro-2007 ---Total
238
136
141
133
119
84
74
70
33
24
15
22
43
7
3
3
2
1
5
7
4
2
2
1
2
2
2
1
1

G
1-USA
97
2-Cuba
59
3-Brazil
52
4-Canada
39
5-Mexico
18
6-Colombia
14
7-Venezuela
12
8-Argentina
11
9-The Dominican R.
6
10-Chile
6
11-Ecuador
5
12-Puerto Rico
3
13-Jamaica
3
14-Guatemala
2
15-Bahamas
2
16-El Salvador
1
17-Panama
1
18-Antigua & Barbuda 1
19-N. Antilles
1
20-Peru
21-Trinidad & Tobago 22-Uruguay
23-Cayman Islands
24-Nicaragua
25-Barbados
Dominica
Grenada
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Saint Lucia
Paraguay
-

S
88
35
40
44
24
20
23
16
6
5
4
6
5
3
2
3
1
4
1
1
1
-

B
52
41
65
55
31
13
35
33
17
9
10
12
1
2
3
6
0
2
1
8
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

signal in the last Central American and Caribbean
Games (Veracruz-2014), where they had Cuba up
against the wall until the very end of the joust.
Cuban experts consider that a tally of around 55
gold medals should be sufficient to beat Brazil in the
quest for the second place.
Such estimates are based on the performances
of leading figures in disciplines such as boxing, judo,
wrestling, taekwondo, and weightlifting, the Cuban
“super-heavyweights“ in multiple events, that should
reap the needed gold harvest.
Four years ago in Guadalajara-2011, these five
sports delivered 29 titles, half of the total that ensured
Cuba‘s second place behind the U.S. champions with
a total of 92. Athletics warrants a special mention
having contributed an amazing 18 gold medals.
With the exception of Havana-1991, where they
made the most of their advantage and took the
coveted number 1 spot from the U.S., Cuba has held
second position on the continental medal table since
the Cali-1971 Games.

Total
237
135
157
138
73
47
70
60
29
20
19
21
9
7
7
10
2
3
2
12
4
3
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1-USA
2-Cuba
3-Canada
4-Brazil
5-Mexico
6-Venezuela
7-Argentina
8-Colombia
9- The Dominican R.
10-Jamaica
11-Puerto Rico
12-Ecuador
13-Chile
14-Trinidad &Tobago
15-Uruguay
16-Peru
17-Guatemala
18-El Salvador
19-Bahamas
20-Haiti
21-Grenada
22-Guyana
23-Bermuda
24-Cayman Islands
25-Bolivia
Panama
27-N. Antilles
Barbados
Costa Rica
Honduras
Saint Lucia

G
117
72
29
29
20
16
16
11
10
5
3
3
2
2
2
1
-

S
80
41
57
40
27
21
20
7
12
2
4
1
10
4
1
1
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
-

B Total
72 269
39 152
42 128
55 124
32
79
27
64
27
63
25
43
19
41
6
13
9
16
5
9
10
22
1
7
5
8
8
10
9
12
2
4
2
2
3
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

SPORTS

Brazil Shows Strong Muscles
By MoisésP.MOK
HAVANA._ The simple fact that Brazil is attending
the Toronto Pan American Games with its second
largest ever delegation demonstrates that
the South American nation is clearly intent on
showing its sporting muscle just one year away
from the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.
The South American giant’s 600-strong team
comprises Olympic medalists, world champions,
and young athletes who are aiming to improve
their results at Guadalajara-2011 where they took
48 gold, 35 silver, and 58 bronze medals, for an
overall tally of 141.
The President of the Brazilian Olympic
Committee (BOC), Carlos Nuzman, said that these
Games are certainly an additional motivation
for next year’s Olympic Games, recognizing the
immense challenge that leaving Brazil with such
a large delegation poses.
According to the BOC, among the Olympic
medalists who is competing in Toronto are
swimmer Thiago Pereira, holder of seven titles and
three standing Pan American records, judokas
Mayra Aguiar, Felipe Kitadai, Rafael Silva, Tiago
Camilo, and the sailor Robert Scheidt, among
others.
The largest ever Brazilian team to participate
in the Games was of 660 competitors, when they
represented the host nation in Rio-2007. That
delegation achieved their best results ever, taking
a total of 157 medals, of which 52 were gold, 40
were silver, and 65 were bronze.
This was the second time Brazil hosted the
Pan American Games, the first time being in 1963
in the densely populated city of Sao Paulo where
they took 14 titles, 20 second places and 18 third
for a total of 52.
It is also noteworthy that, during that time,
the Brazilian soccer team dethroned their
Argentinean counterparts and winners of the
three previous titles.
THE HAND OF HISTORY
There are many Brazilian sports personalities
who have added greatly to the 16 editions of the
quadrennial Americas event held thus far.
In athletics, for example, the performances of

jumper Joao De Oliveira, winner of four triple and
long jump golds in Mexico-1975 and San Juan
1979, are unforgettable.
In Mexico, De Oliveira became the second
Brazilian triple jumper to set a world record at a
Pan American Games with a 17.89m reach.
Twenty years earlier and also in the land of the
Aztecs, Adhemar Ferreira da Silva surpassed the
mark set by Soviet Leonid Sherbakov with a jump
of 16.23m to take the second of three golds won
at these competitions.
It would be impossible not to mention the
extraordinary jumper Maureen Higa Maggy, long
jump champion in Winnipeg-1999, Rio-2007 and
Guadalajara-2011.
However, in individual events, none have lived
up to the aspiration for gold as swimming has,
which has delivered more than 40 men’s titles and
been home to world class figures such as Thiago
Pereira, Gustavo Borges and César Cielo.
The latter, first Brazilian swimming champion
and Pan American record holder in the 50 and
100m freestyle with 21.58 and 47.84 seconds
respectively, declined to travel to Toronto to focus
on his endeavors to take a fourth consecutive
50m title at the Kazan World Championships next
August.
Brazil boasts 24 gold medals in judo, including
six won at the Guadalajara games, where Thiago
Camilo retained his continental title in the middle
weight division.
Tennis is another sport that has brought Brazil
14 glorious golds, while table tennis, in the games
since 1983, has seen the South American giant’s
male paddlers win the team competition six
times.
The Brazilian men’s basketball teams have
won five titles (1971, 1987, 1999, 2003 and 2007)
while the ladies took the gold medal in three
(1967, 1971 and 1999.)
While Brazil has dominated women’s handball
since 1999, soccer performances have been
somewhat lackluster with just 4 men’s titles – the
last won in 1987 – and two won by its female
teams, in 2003 and 2007.

Pan Am Games Medal Table
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
31
33
34
35
36
37
38
38
40
41
41

Country
G
1861
USA
839
Cuba
377
Canada
287
Brazil
279
Argentina
199
Mexico
90
Colombia
84
Venezuela
40
Chile
27
Puerto Rico
26
The Dominican Republic
22
Jamaica
21
Ecuador
14
Guatemala
11
Uruguay
8
Trinidad and Tobago
7
Bahamas
5
Peru
5
The Netherlands Antilles
5
Costa Rica
3
Panama
3
Suriname
2
Guyana
1
El Salvador
1
Bermuda
1
Cayman Islands
1
Antigua and Barbuda
0
Nicaragua
0
US Virgin Islands
0
Barbados
0
Bolivia
0
Haiti
0
Dominica
0
Saint Cristopher- Nevis
0
Paraguay
0
Honduras
0
Grenada
0
Belize
0
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 0
0
Aruba
0
British Virgin Islands

S
1379
566
586
318
301
259
134
182
86
80
52
42
21
15
25
20
13
30
9
6
20
2
4
6
4
4
0
4
4
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

4219

4186

Total

Canada‘s All-Time Podium Position: Not in Jeopardy
By MoisésP.MOK
HAVANA._ However modest the results obtained by their
team of 700 athletes registered to compete in the Toronto
Games may be, Canada remains irremovable from third
place in the all-time Pan American Games´ medal table.
Organizing this continental event for a third time –
having done so before in Winnipeg in both 1967 and 1999 –,
the host nation has a combined total of 377 gold, 586 silver,
and 733 bronze medals, only ranking behind the U.S. (1,861
gold, 1,379 silver, 933 bronze) and Cuba (840-564-529).
Brazil, in fourth place, is far behind the Canadians, who
face into this 17th edition with not only 90 more titles, but
also the added home advantage and a presence in 36 sports
and 52 events scheduled for the games.
This essentially means that regardless of how impressive
the Brazilian performance in the contest might be, it seems
impossible for them to take the host nation’s place in the alltime medal table.
Nevertheless, the potential medal table scenario for these
games is a different affair. There is no doubt that the United
States will continue to reign, but there is no such certainty
regarding what country will finish second to them.
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Cuba’s sporting authorities insist that they will push hard
to defend the second place they have held since the Cali1971 Games, something that will be difficult because Canada
will have full team participation in every sport and Brazil will
have a 600 strong delegation, its second largest ever.
It was in Winnipeg-1999 that Canada performed best,
taking third place overall with 64 gold, 52 silver, and 80 bronze
medals, a mere 5 titles short of the total taken by Cuba.
WHAT’S NEW IN TORONTO?
The Toronto-2015 Games include four disciplines not
featured in Guadalajara-2011: women’s golf, rugby 7, canoe/
kayak-slalom, and softball as well as a total of 825 trials that
will be contested by 7,600 athletes from 41 countries.
Offering qualification opportunities in 16 sports for next
year´s Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, these games will
feature a battle for a total of 1, 283 medals, for which the
Royal Canadian Mint have employed an innovative 25-stage
manufacturing process.
According to organizers, an ancestral technique known
as “mokume gane” means that each layer is a unique part
and the minting of the various alloys reflects the cultural
multiplicity of participants and the comradeship between

B
933
524
733
458
398
459
197
257
133
121
102
58
45
36
44
27
11
63
17
10
26
5
12
14
3
1
3
7
6
9
5
5
1
0
8
4
2
2
2
1
0
0

Total
4173
1929
1696
1063
978
917
421
523
259
228
180
122
87
65
80
55
31
98
31
21
49
10
18
21
8
6
4
11
10
12
7
7
3
2
9
5
3
2
2
1
0
0

4742 13147

nations represented.
Another unpublicized fact is that the medals, in the
creative process of which the Metis Canadian ethnic group
artist Christi Belcourt was involved, will have TORONTO-2015
engraved in Braille.
When talking about medals, it is almost impossible not
to mention one of the Canadian figures who has shone most
brightly in these events.
To date, nobody has been able to equal the performance
of swimmer Joanne Malar, a 200m and 400m Medley
specialist and winner of an unmatched total of 19
medals between the Games of Havana-1991 and Santa
Domingo-2003.
Also memorable are the performances of badminton
player Denyse Julian, who despite making her debut at 34
years of age in Mar de Plata in 1995, managed, to win three
titles in singles, doubles (with Sian Deng), and mixed doubles
(with Darryll Yung).
She stood at the top of the podium again in
Winnipeg-1999, alongside Iain Sydie for mixed doubles and
in Santo Domingo-2003 repeated the success in partnership
with Phillipe Bourret.
Among the disciplines returning to the Pan American
program, softball has one of its greatest exponents, Ray Tilley,
a four times gold medal winner between 1983 and 1995.
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CUBA-US

The Stumbling Block in Normal Relations
By RobertoGARCÍA
HAVANA._ It is obvious to many in both Cuba and the
U.S. that, even following a reestablishment of diplomatic
relations, the process of normalizing bilateral ties will be a
long and difficult road.
Cuban authorities have warned that the main
stumbling block is the economic, commercial, and
financial blockade that Washington has enforced on the
Caribbean nation for more than half a century, causing
damages well over 1.1 trillion dollars.
According to experts, other outstanding issues such
as the illegally occupied land in the east of the country by
the U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo, and the U.S. radio and
television broadcasts targeting Cuba and subversion will
feature on the agenda for a long time.
The U.S. side wants to talk about compensation
for companies and properties nationalized following
the triumph of the Revolution on January 1st, 1959 –
something Cuba has always been willing to do -, the
free movement of their officials on the island, and other
matters of interest to Washington.
Some experts have commented, however, that
“normality” in ties between the two neighbors is
progressing somewhat more swiftly in contacts between
the peoples of both nations.
There are various examples that indicate increasing
contacts between both sides of the Florida Straits, since
the announcement last December 17 by Cuban president
Raúl Castro and his U.S. counterpart, Barack Obama, of
their decision to restore bilateral diplomatic ties.
The numerous visits to Havana undertaken by

Democrat and Republican Members of Congress are
significant in this regard, the most recent of which was
led by senator Patrick Leahy (D), pro tempore emeritus
president of the upper chamber.
On his third trip to Cuba this year, Leahy was
accompanied by colleague Benjamin Cardin of Maryland,
the highest ranking figure of his party on the Senate’s
Foreign Affairs Committee, and by Dean Heller (R-Nevada).
Among other illustrious guests of the nation over
recent months, to mention just a few political figures,
Democrat minority leader in the House of Representatives,
Nancy Pelosi, as leader of a large group of her colleagues,
and that of New York Governor, Andrew Cuomo, stand out.
Various specialist publications have referred to the
increasing number of U.S. arrivals to Cuba during the first
months of the year, even though tourism to the island is
officially prohibited by the terms of the blockade.
Visitors are availing of measures announced by
Obama last January that to some extent loosen these
restrictions by granting 12 categories of general licenses
to persons who do not require specific permits to travel
to Cuba.
Equally both here and there, such tendencies are
most obvious in the cultural sector where over recent
months certain celebrities and other leading figures from
different walks of life have visited the island.
U.S. media recently highlighted the presence of the
Cuba “Entrevoces” choir, conducted by Digna Guerra,
who successfully performed at the 2015 International
Choir Festival at the University of Yale.

Students and professors from this prestigious U.S.
academic institution attended the performance at the
Morse Recital Hall auditorium. Entrevoces also performed
at other New York venues and in Minnesota, North
Carolina, and Washington.
Students of the Fernando Alonso National Ballet
School of Cuba also brought their art to the U.S. city of
Chicago, Illinois, where they danced a program combining
interpretations of classical and neoclassical works in the
Ruth Page Center for the Arts.
These are but a few examples of the degrees to which
people from both the U.S and Cuba are advancing a
normalization agenda – even if not yet sufficiently – that
is in marked contrast to what is still pending in other
sectors because of unilateral sanctions codified in U.S.
Congressional law.
Amid this collage of current visits and contacts
between broad sectors of people from both countries are
more than 10 proposed legislative initiatives that favor
the lifting of restrictions to normal ties.
There are also just as many, sponsored by the antiCuban extreme right that seek to sabotage the historic
process of rapprochement between these neighboring
states.
Nevertheless, as senator Leahy eloquently expressed
during his stay in Cuba at the end of June, a profound
consensus exists among his colleagues and the U.S.
public at large that those who support links with Cuba
and the lifting of the commercial, economic, and financial
blockade will be triumphant.

