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TOURISM

Sailing and Fishing
Tailwind for Cuba-US Friendship

PHOTOs: José Tito Meriño

By RobertoCAMPOS

HAVANA._ The month of May was evidently important for
Cuba’s tourism, sport and friendship ties as it welcomed
two regattas from the United States and a fishing
tournament largely represented by U.S. fishermen.
With sails set from Key West, the Havana Challenge was
the first to start the race followed by Bone Island, which
departed from Sarasota, Florida.
The events were followed by the arrival of writer Ernest
Hemingway’s grandsons, who came to Cuba to participate
in the 65th edition of the International Billfish Tournament
named after their grandfather, and the victory of the U.S.
teams in the competition.
But the real winner of these nautical activities was
friendship.
U.S. pleasure boats set sails early on May 16 and arrived
at Havana’s Hemingway Marina in the afternoon.
The 35th International Tourism Fair, FITCuba 2015,
(May 5-7 at Jardines del Rey), focused on the nautical
activity as a product. A total of 120 U.S. tour operators and
travel agents attended that fair for the first time.
The Havana Challenge regatta represented a new
step as part of the two peoples’ intention to breaking the
barriers between their countries.
This always has been the spirit that has characterized
commodore José Miguel Díaz Escrich, the president of the
Hemingway Yacht Club since its foundation in 1992 at the
marina with the same name in western Havana, which is
the main promoter of these activities in Cuba.
The first regatta involved some 100 U.S. athletes aboard
20 pleasure boats that departed from Key West, Florida.
The Havana Challenge became the first one in 15 years to
have received authorization from the U.S. government to
come to Cuba.

Of those 20 boats, 5 were of the “Hobie Cat-16”
type, and the remaining 15 were supporting boats that
included two replicas of 18th century boats.
The ships returned to their country on May 21.
The program included a demonstration in front of the
Havana Malecón (sea wall drive) featuring Hobie Cats and
a competition involving five teams, both from the guest
and host countries alike.
Also enjoying the event were the Mayor of Key West,
Craig Cates, and the famous competitors Joe Weatherby
and George Bellenger, who came with the group.
Meanwhile, the Bone Island regatta was in Havana
from May 21 to 26, as organized by the Sarasota Club,
Florida.
In addition, from May 25 to 30 Havana hosted the
65th International Billfish Tournament, one of the oldest
and most famous of its type in the world. Also for the
first time, the U.S. Department of the Treasury authorized
more than 10 boats to attend the event.
With large experience in this type of competitions
and for a long time willing to show up in Cuban waters,
the U.S. participants won most of the awards.
Key West is in favor of resuming relations with Cuba,
Mayor Craig Cates reiterated a few hours before returning
to his country with the Havana Challenge regatta.
He also expressed his support for maintaining
relations between the nautical activity in Cuba and the
United States because, he noted, the sea is also a means
for conveying cultural bonds between the two peoples.
In the meantime, Ernest Hemingway’s grandsons,
John and Patrick, expressed their satisfaction for the new
stage in the easing of Cuba-U.S. relations.
They came to Havana aboard a yacht together with

other country fellows to attend the 65th edition of the
tournament that bears their grandfather’s name.
John Patrick (writer) and Patrick Edward (photographer)
are the sons of Gregory Hemingway (1931-2001) and
grandsons of Pauline Pfeiffer (1895-1951), the second of
the novelist’s four wives.

Results of the Ernest Hemingway
International Billfish Tournament
(May 25-30, the Havana coast).

- First place and winners of the 65th edition: Team
No.19 from the United States, boat Billy The Kid.
- Second place: Team No.15 from the United States,
boat Triple F.3
- Third place: Team No.6 from the United States, yacht
Unclaimed.

Other awards: Prizes for first catches: Second day:
Boat Unclaimed.Third day: Boat Imagine. Fourth day: Boat
Triple F.
- Award for first catch to a fisherwoman: Sheila
Reynolds Knowles from the United States, boat Blue Heron.
- Record of the 65th edition over the past 15 years:
52 billfishes caught and released.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS

. “Arte en la Rampa” Handicraft Fair, Pabellón Cuba exibition site, Havana. June-August.
. 32nd International Fair of Havana, Expocuba exhibition center. November 2-8.
. 19th International Craft Fair, Pabexpo exhibition center, Havana, December.
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Colloquium on Hemingway,
a Bond between Cuba and the US
By ReinaMADGARIAGA
HAVANA._ The 15th International
Colloquium on Ernest Hemingway will be
held June 18-21 with a large participation
of U.S. scholars and researchers, who will
reflect on the life and work of the 1954
Nobel Prize Laureate in Literature.
The reasons are evident: the easing of
relations between the two countries has
allowed U.S. professionals to take part
in the event, including academics from
the Universities of Texas, Pennsylvania,
California and Ohio, said Ada Rosa Alfonso,
president of the organizing committee.
Possibilities exist for further enlarging
the event in coming editions with the
participation of the United States, she

told The Havana Reporter.
According
to
the
organizing
committee, the event is expected to
become the right space for exchanging
viewpoints on the life and work of
Hemingway and the preservation of his
legacy. Representatives from Argentina,
Israel, Spain and Japan are expected to
attend as well.
To be held at Havana’s Palacio O‘Farril,
the colloquium will commemorate the
80th anniversary of the first issue of
Hemingway’s The Green Hills of Africa,
and the 90th anniversary of In Our Time.
The event’s program includes tours of
places associated with the U.S. writer, who
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is considered one of the greatest novelists
and storytellers of the 20th century. For
the first time, the newly reopened Sloppy
Joe‘s Bar features among those places.
Another novelty this time will be
the launch of the books “El último
león” (The Last Lion) by Ricardo Koon
and “Hemingway ese desconocido”
(Hemingway, the Unknown Man) by
Enrique Cirules.
In addition, the colloquium will pay
posthumous homage to René Villarreal,
who was the U.S. writer’s right-hand man
for 14 years.
On the closing day of the event,
personalities and institutions that

.

.

have played an outstanding role in the
preservation of Hemingway’s legacy will
be granted the Finca Vigia distinction.
The latter takes its name from the writer‘s
residence in Havana where he lived from
1940 until his death in 1961.

.

.
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SOCIETY

Cuba Challenged by an Aging Population
HAVANA._With an average life expectancy
of 78.45 years, Cuba ranks among the top
25 nations in the world in this important
indicator of human progress.
In the Latin American region, Cuba
is second only to Costa Rica, whose life
expectancy stands at 79.3 years.
National Statistics and Information
Office (NSIO) reports show that at the
close of the 2011-2013 triennium, Cuban
women had attained a life expectancy of
80.45 years and men, 76.50.
Not all provinces in the country
however, have the same results.
In the easternmost provinces of
Guantanamo, Las Tunas and Holguin, the
aforementioned indicator for women
surpasses 81 years, while in the western
provinces of Havana and Mayabeque, it is
below 80.
It is only in Las Tunas that male
residents can aspire to live 78 years.
The principal causes of death in Cuba
are malignant tumors, heart disease,
cerebral vascular trauma, influenza and
pneumonia and road traffic accidents.
Some 71 percent of all deaths in the
country during 2013 are attributable to
these causes.
There are more than 1,550 people -mostly women-- in Cuba of 100 or more
years of age. Demographic studies forecast
that by 2025, elderly persons will account
for one third of the total population.

PHOTO: FotosPL

By VivianCOLLAZO

THE CHALLENGE OF AN AGING
POPULATION
The development of broad reaching
policies,
the establishment of a
community based medical model and
basic risk management health related
programs have altered the Cuban
epidemiological profile.
In addition to an increased number of
cancer diagnosis, which means that this
disease now causes more deaths than
heart disease, long life expectancy has
led the island to assume the challenges
related to a population rate of 18.3
percent above 60.
Experts say that this figure will
increase going forward. It will rise by 25
percent in 2015, and even more by 2050,

which is when the challenge to ensure
that people reach their advanced years
with a lesser degree of dependency and a
quality of life will be much greater.
Alberto Fernández, the Head of
the Department for the Elderly, Social
Assistance and Mental Health at the Health
Ministry, said recently that elderly care
surpasses the possibilities of any one sector.
He commented that „the health
system is responsible for Grandparent‘s
Houses and Old Folk‘s Homes, an
enormous challenge that, given the
increasing demand for such services, has
led to a multi-sectorial delivery of new
attention modalities“.
¨We presently have 251 Grandparent‘s
Houses, including 6 administered by

religious orders and fraternities, providing
8,262 placements. We aim to increase this
number to 325 with a capacity of 13,532
in 2015.
According to Fernández, the country´s
143 Old Folk´s Homes account for 11, 136
beds. Of those homes, 17 are operated by
religious orders and fraternities.
This year we plan to add a further 13
homes with 811 beds, he added.
The expert said that there was
an undeniable need to rely on such
institutions, but that it is vital that over
the course of their lives, every individual
maintains a healthy lifestyle, which is
what will allow them to age satisfactorily
and reach their third age with the greatest
possible degree of autonomy.
Meanwhile, the Cuban Institute
of Sport, physical Education and
Recreation
methodologist,
Jesús
Fernández, defended the importance of
strengthening physical exercise among
the elderly population.
Fernández explained that one of
the many outstanding advantages of
exercising is the integration of healthy
habits and lifestyles.
He stressed that participation in sport
by the elderly population adds to the
socialization of this sector while it has also
proved to assist in the combat against
both physical and neurological conditions
like Parkinson‘s and Alzheimer‘s.

HEALTH & SCIENCE
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Climate Change

The Caribbean Pushes for Stronger Response
HAVANA._ The Caribbean position at the climate change
talks is principally based on reaching a truly binding
agreement and compliance with the commitments made
by the international community.
Leaders from the area presented this approach to
French president Francois Hollande at a recent meeting in
Martinique, which served as a preparation for the 21st World
Conference on Climate Change (COP 21) which is to be held
in Paris later this year.
Bahamian prime minister and rotational president of
the Caribbean Community, Perry Christie, stressed that this
is an emergency issue as it negatively impacts food security,
availability of drinking water, and vector-borne diseases.
His statements are supported by scientific research
that also points to the extinction of animal and vegetable
species, greater hurricane intensity, reduced harvests,
and the disappearance of coral reefs as a result of global
warming.
Such a scenario would lead to an uncontrollable rise in
migration, wars, and worldwide famine.
Christie warned that despite governmental will to
halt it, the region does not have the requisite resources to
adapt itself to climate change nor to mitigate the damage
resulting from it.
For this reason, he believes it to be of utmost importance
to redirect debate and to reach an agreement at COP21 that
confronts the challenges of reducing toxic emission, clarifies
climate change adaptation strategies, and provides funding
to facilitate and enhance the sustainable development
programs for island nations.
According to Christie, this text should also be clear

about measures,
mechanisms,
and financial and
technological
support related to
climate change.
M e a n w h i l e,
the
prime
minister of Dominica, Roosevelt Skerrit, described the
present juncture as a question of life or death because total
planetary degradation and destruction is at stake.
Speaking on behalf of the Eastern Caribbean States,
he said that “we are concerned that the international
community has not as yet responded adequately to the
dangers implicit in climate change (...). We believe that
limiting rising temperatures to two degrees is insufficient to
protect our fragile ecosystems; a 1.5 degree target would be
more appropriate.”
Skerrit lamented the insensitivity of the industrialized
world when island states, which are stretched to the limits of
their capacity to adapt, are facing serious threats of human
survival.
He called on the international community to work
immediately to reach an “ambitious, complete and
meaningful” deal in Paris which would require special
provisions such as technology transfers, training, greater
support for efficient energy programs, and access to
renewable energy sources for countries at risk.
Meanwhile, the French president called for solidarity
between rich and poor countries in the face of the global
challenge and he pledged to push the creation of a green

PHOTO: FotosPL

By YolaidyMARTINEZ

fund at the COP21 to channel aid to the Caribbean for the
effects of natural disasters.
Hollande acknowledged that, although the zone is
only responsible for 0.3 percent of harmful emissions, it
was among those which suffered most from the lashing of
extreme meteorological events.
He said that the situation was urgent because the
islands were obliged to spend 600 million dollars annually
on natural disaster relief, which set back their aspirations to
comply with the Millennium Development Goals.
In 2010, the Caribbean nations launched the “1.5
degrees to Survive” campaign based on research results
that demonstrate the harmful effects of greenhouse gases
on the populations, ecosystems and geography of island
nations largely dependent on agro-industry, fishing, and
tourism.
A study conducted by the International State of the
Oceans Program forecasts that, if temperatures continue to
go up, the Arctic ice will have disappeared by 2050 and sea
levels will rise as a result.
Many of these small Caribbean territories will be flooded,
more than 150 tourist centers and some 20 airports will be
destroyed, and 100,000 people will be displaced due to the
resulting lack of water, food, housing, and jobs.
By 2050, the Caribbean would face annual damages
worth 100 billion dollars from the paralysis of its three
economic bases alone.

Transplants in Cuba: A Commitment to Society

PHOTO: FotosPL

By RobertoHERNANDEZ

HAVANA._ With the aim of having 20 organ
donors per million inhabitants by 2017,
Cuban health authorities aim to resolve all
transplant related necessities in order to
accomplish this social commitment.
Antonio Enamorado, chief of the
Cuban Ministry of Public Health‘s National
Organ Donation and Transplant Program,
said that while there is great interest in the
scientific advancements, patients are the
most important.
Speaking at the recent Intermediate
Course in Transplant Coordination held

in Santiago de Cuba and Havana, he
said that “we seek real solutions to the
problems of patients as part of our social
commitments.”
This is something very different, he
added, because “our whole focus is on the
patient and all those involved in organ
donation; the family of the deceased as
much as the living donors.”
Attended by regional coordinators,
the courses enabled Cuba to acquire
accreditation with the support of
Spanish specialists from the Transplant
Procurement Management (TPM).
In reference to outcome inconsistency,
Enamorado said that the sector is
determined to optimize resources that
derive from the adequate and rational
utilization of both human and technical
resources.
“We have accumulated experience,”
he said, recalling that 547 heart, 471
liver, 423 bone marrow, and 5,158 kidney
transplants had been performed in the
country since the program was first
launched in the 1970s.
“Our objective is to have an
organizational fabric that is robust,
resistant, and able to constantly adapt to
new circumstances,” he added.
“In 2002 and 2003 we were close to
having 20 donors per million, but we later

encountered some difficulties which
led to the adoption of a new regionally
divided organization,” commented
the expert, alluding to the five Donor
Coordination Centers.
In addition to the 20-donor norm,
other objectives within the 2 yearframework aimed at providing solutions,
are the audition of procedures and
results, and continuous training
programs; particularly those on stopped
heart and vital organ recuperation.
Jorge Alberto Miranda, thed Ministry
of Public Health´s Medical Attention
director, highlighted the importance of
certification and accreditation in light of
Cuba’s interest to integrate itself at an
international level.
He stressed that Cuba performed
liver, heart, bone, cornea, and
haematological transplants, and is
making great advances with stem cells.
The area where most progress has been
made, however, is kidney transplants.
At the time of the course, Cuba
celebrated 30 years since the first
successful bone marrow transplant
was performed at the Immunology and
Haematology Institute (IHI).
The historic operation, on May 7,
1985, was the culmination of various
attempts made in previous decades at

different health centers in Havana and
countless trials undertaken on animals.
For
Porfirio
Hernández, IHI’s
Research and Teaching vice director, the
introduction of this type of transplant
has been a complex task because even
though the obtaining and transplant of
bone marrow is relatively simple, postoperation complications are likely to
appear.
He explained that generally, ”there
is a platelet level drop experienced
after the surgery, with an increased risk
of haemorrhage, as well as a similar
leukocyte fall that augments the risk of
infection. All this makes it necessary to
keep the patient isolated in an aseptic
environment.”
One of the Cuban advantages lies
in better donor-recipient selection
and pairing for the different types of
transplants. This is done at the IHI‘s
Center for Cellular Engineering and
Organ and Tissue Transplants, using
state of the art compatibility-testing
technology, similar to the ones used in
specialised institutions in developed
countries.
It is expected that during 2015, IHI
will launch haploidentical testing that
is based on using the bone marrow of a
partially compatible family member.
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Progress Despite Differences

WASHINGTON._ Marked by profound
differences and a more than fifty-year
long stand off, Cuba and the United States
are advancing towards the resumption
of diplomatic relations and cooperation
on matters of mutual interest.
The announcement by presidents
Raúl Castro and Barack Obama last
December 17 to work on a bilateral
rapprochement hailed the dawn of a
new era between both nations that hope
to gradually attain a normalization of ties.
Josefina Vidal, head of the island’s
Havana-Washington talks delegation
to reestablish diplomatic links, told
journalists that what had been done over
the past few months could be described
as progress.
Since January 22, working groups
from the two countries have held
meetings to pave the way towards the
opening of embassies that will function
normally and in accordance with the
Vienna conventions of both 1961
and 1963 that regulate consular and
diplomatic relations.
On May 22, in the State Department,
both sides concluded their fourth
meeting on the subject and agreed to
maintain contacts until the objectives
outlined by their leaders had been
realized.
Head of the host delegation and
Assistant Secretary of State for the
Western Hemisphere, Roberta Jacobson,
confirmed that progress had resulted
from each meeting and that the
reestablishment of links was now much
closer.
She described the two-day talks in
the U.S. capital as highly productive
and thanked the two groups in charge
of driving the process forward for the
commitment shown.
According to Vidal, the progress is

palpable “because when talks started
in Cuba last January, the range of issues
discussed was far broader.”
”The removal of Cuba from the list
of countries that allegedly sponsor
terrorism and the banking problems of
our Interests Section in Washington are
issues now resolved,” she said.
Obama approved the exclusion of
Cuba from the aforementioned list and
Florida-based Stonegate bank began
offering services to the Cuban Interests
Section which had been affected for
more than a year by the unavailability of
services.
Sources close to the talks to reestablish
ties broken by the White House in
1961 assured that the progress is also
important when it comes to the logistics
of the embassies once they are opened
as well as the conduct of personnel in line
with international regulations.
The movement restrictions in force
for diplomats from both nations, as well
as calls by the U.S. side for more mobility
on the island, have been addressed at the
talks.
Cuba insists on the need to open
embassies in strict accordance with
the Vienna Conventions, requiring that
U.S. diplomats desist in their efforts to
promote internal subversion hidden in
destabilisation programs such as the
“people-to-people programs.”
Jacobson said that the base of the
discussions is the correct implementation
of the Vienna Conventions and that
progress had been made in this regard.
Nonetheless, everything seems to
suggest – although neither side has
revealed details -- that some issues
related to the workings of the embassies
are impeding their opening and the
reestablishment of ties.
Both Vidal and Jacobson indicated,
without specifying whether they would
take place in the context of a new round
of talks or via the agreed channels for the
exchange of ideas and opinions, that this
topic would soon be addressed.
The Cuban Foreign Ministry´s
Director General for the United States
clarified that public encounters are not
the only forums for dialogue: it should
not be assumed that we only talk when
we physically meet – we maintain
continuous communications through
other means.
TALKS BETWEEN EQUALS
Dialogue between equals and reciprocal
treatment underlie the progress achieved
by Cuba and the U.S. in the meetings
about the restoration of ties.
Vidal confirmed that “we have come
to this point because we treat each other
as equals,” and commented that both
nations had learned how to dialogue, in
spite of their often profound differences.

TECHNICAL MEETINGS
Another indication of the new scenario
are the ever more frequent meetings
at a technical level to address matters
of mutual interest which are key to the
normalization of ties. For this to happen,
however, the island requires the lifting
of the blockade, the return of the land
currently occupied by the Guantanamo
Naval Base and an end to the illegal U.S.
radio and television broadcasts and
destabilization programs.
In this regard, Vidal pointed out the
meetings held on migratory fraud, civil
aviation, people trafficking, human rights,
protected marine areas, hydrography,
nautical charts, and marine species
research.
She also announced that meetings on
health and joint law enforcement would
be held soon.
The official told The Havana Reporter
that these initial meetings would focus
on the combat of infectious diseases;
an area in which both countries had
acquired degrees of experience and
development.
With regard to the fight against criminal
activity, she said that the rapprochement
between Havana and Washington meant
an increase in the movement of people
between both nations and pushed for a

PHOTO: Ismael Francisco

By WaldoMENDILUZA

mechanism aimed at the confrontation of
crime since “its proliferation is not in the
interests of either country.”
She added that this type of judicial
and law enforcement collaboration is
something that both Governments, of
Cuba and the U.S., had with many other
countries around the world.

CULTURE
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SPOTLIGHT ON
First Cuba-US Museum Collaboration

PHOTO: FotosPL

By MaríaMARTÍNEZ

HAVANA._ An exhibition entitled “Wild Noise” is the
result of a collaborative project between Cuba’s National
Fine Arts Museum and the Bronx Arts Museum in the
United States.
According to the Cuban curator Corina Matamoros,

the title of the exhibit, opened on May 21, is derived from
a verse by French Poet Victor Hugo.
A total of 96 works by 54 artists – representing the
launch of inter-museum exchanges between the Cuban
institution and museums from the U.S. – will be displayed
in the Universal Arts building until June 22.
Matamoros explained that this exhibition of
permanent pieces is the first phase and that an
exhibition of Cuban dictionaries will be shown at the
Bronx Museum in New York next year.
The project includes an exchange of viewpoints
between specialists, curators, and artists from the two
cultural institutions and an academic seminar scheduled
to be held in the Cuban capital in late June.
The Bronx Museum collections relate to the lives
of New York Afro-Americans and to those of the
heterogeneous Bronx community in particular.
According to Holly Block, the entity’s executive
director, the museum was founded during the
economically challenging times of 1974, when people
felt the need for an arts center that represented them.
This is why the city is so vital to the museum and why
all our projects focus on that need, she added.
The New York institution has chosen Cuban Humberto
Díaz to visit the Bronx towards the end of next summer
to create a body of work during a two-month stay.
Díaz himself has decided to travel without any
preconceptions, but rather to wait until he is there in
order to work on the basis of his experience in the U.S.

and stressed his desire to talk with the people.
Organizers of the Havana´s 12th Biennial – running
until June 22 - and considered to be Cuba’s premier
fine arts gathering – have referred to the Wild Noise
exhibition as one of its great events.

Renaissance at Havana´s Biennial Art Exhibition
Text and Photos by PedroQUIROGA

HAVANA._ Enterprising and provocative, Cuban sculptor
and installation artist Tomás “Johny” Núñez shines at
Zona Franca (Duty-free Zone), a mega exhibition of the
12th Art Biennial running in Havana until June 22.
Under the title Renacimiento (Renaissance), his first
personal exhibit at Cuba’s largest visual arts event
consists of recycled materials that acquire conceptual
utility, giving way to many different interpretations
through a language permeated by humor and reflection.
Núñez uses old toys, plastic bottles, old and wormeaten wood,frames,ropes,and other disposable materials,
which he combines using the collage technique.
Twelve of his pieces are shown at Hall J-8 of the San
Carlos de La Cabaña Fortress; every one of them leading
to different interpretations. In broad terms, however,
symbolism and analogy characterize his work.
One of them, Tiempo perdido (Lost Time), deals
with human maturity and the chronological counting
of attained goals, dissatisfactions, and unaccomplished

objectives.
Meanwhile, Oveja negra (Black Sheep) calls attention
to issues such as discrimination, social exclusion, and
marginalization through rubber animals.
The work Sueños perturbados (Disturbed Dreams)
shows a person sleeping on a cloud, while, out of a box
emerge intertwined arms in a state of intense agitation.
In remarks to the Prensa Latina news agency, Núñez
highlighted that collage is one the main techniques he
uses for his art.

He has dedicated a lot of time to this technique
in recent months, letting his imagination flow in all
directions in his three-dimensional pieces.
His most important piece at Havana’s Art Biennial
, however, is a mega- installation made with recycled
objects.
It is a kind of factory using raw material to create
a finished product, with certain dramatic quality that
contributes to the visual experience.
Tomás Núñez (Havana, 1973) is a self-taught ceramist,
painter, and sculptor who has taken part in more than
70 collective exhibits, while over a dozen of his personal
ones have been on display in Cuba and abroad.
This is the second time he participates in the Havana
Biennial. In the 2012 edition he organized the project
“Alboroto quieto,” (Quiet Disturbance) which brought
37 artists from different manifestations together around
one common art form: ceramics.
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Art Exhibition Enlivens

Havana
By MarthaSÁNCHEZ

HAVANA._ Artists from more than 40
countries have transformed spaces of the
Cuban capital through art, as part of the
12th edition of the Art Biennial taking
place in Havana until June 22, a real feast
of visual arts.
As usual, the event has allowed artists
from different regions to exchange
viewpoints on their work and, according
to its director Jorge Fernández, it remains
loyal to the principle of giving voice to
those who sometimes go unnoticed in
their home countries.
The biennial exhibition has no specific
headquarters as it is simultaneously held
at different spots in Havana in order for
the artists to create in function of the
place and urban context.
The main idea is to turn Havana
into the world’s largest gallery for one
whole month, while also making efforts
to improve the environment in many
neighbourhoods and thus the life of their
residents.
According to Fernández, the idea
people have of art tends to be different

to the artist’s true experience, so this 12th
edition encourages reflecting on this
issue with the motto “Between Idea and
Experience.”
One of the event’s main objectives
this year is to present the processes of
making art in the 21st century, which
is characterized by the joint work of
scientists, musicians, architects, dancers,
photographers,
filmmakers,
and
professionals from different specialties.
Artistic manifestations such as dance,
music, theater, film and literature go
hand-in-hand in this the event; everyone
contributes their semantic richness but
departs from the relations among them.
“The city’s energy is important to us,”
said Fernández at the opening of the
event, and called to have the communities
involved in the projects and turn them
into social spaces.
Movie-theaters,
parks,
plazas,
museums, libraries, public buildings,
street corners are holding structures of
different-sizes in an attempt to stimulate
a dialogue between art and habitat.

CULTURE

Center, Cuba’s Photographic Library, and
the Visual Arts Development Center are
once more serving as important venues
for the multiple proposals made by some
3,000 Cuban and foreign artists.

PHOTO: FotosPL

The number of public spaces whose
appearance has been transformed
includes the National Bus Terminal, the
Pabellón Cuba exhibition site, the Hershey
Train Station, the former bicycle factory
in Vedado, the University of Havana and
some sections of the Malecon.
Something that has characterized the
biennial event since the beginning is the
intention of going far beyond classical art
to encourage social reinsertion, added
Fernández.
The famous Malecon serves as
exhibition site for more than 50 projects,
featuring the construction of an artificial
skating rink, an initiative by U.S. artist
Duke Riley.
The largest exhibition is entitled Dutyfree Zone and is on display at the MorroCabaña cultural complex, while the
Pabellón Cuba exhibition site hosts the
project “Entre, dentro, fuera” (Between,
Inside, Outside), which involves artists
from the United States, Bulgaria, Canada,
and Cuba.
The Wilfredo Lam Contemporary Art
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ENTERTAINMENT

GETTING AROUND
(THR is not responsible for any changes made by sponsoring organizations)

MUSIC
MUSIC
Museo de Artes Decorativas
(Decorative Arts Museum)
Calle 17 e/ D y E. Vedado. Tel:
7832-0924. Sat. Jun. 27 (3 pm):
Pianist Vilma Garriga performs.

By MaylínZALDIVAR

thr@prensa-latina.cu

RECOMMENDS

Calle Línea e/ C y D. Vedado. Tel:
7833-2151. Sun. Jun. 21 (5 pm):
Show “Tardes Líricas” (Lyrical
Afternoons) with Luna Vocal
Ensemble. Director: Wilmia Verrier.
Guest: The Polyphonic Choir of
Pinar del Río. Sun. 28 (5pm): Club
“Nuestra América” (Our America).
The String Orchestra of Matanzas
Music School performs.

Basílica Menor San
Francisco de Asís

Casa de la Música de
Miramar

Cuba.

Obispo e/ Aguiar y Habana. La
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7861- 5811.Tue.
Jun. 16 (10 am): Opening of the
exhibit “Grandes civilizaciones”
(Great Civilizations) consisting of
coins, bills and medals that reflect
the establishment, development
and disappearance of great
empires.

Antiguo Casino Español

Casa natal José Martí (House

Paseo del Prado esq. Ánimas,
Centro Habana. Sala Ignacio
Cervantes. Fri. Jun. 19 (6 pm):
Cuban pianist Víctor Díaz in
concert.

where José Martí was born)
Calle Paula e/ Egido y Picota,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 861-3778.
Through Jun: Exhibit “Sé un pintor
atrevido” (Be a Bold Painter) by
14 visual artists from Artemisa
province.

Calle 20 esq. 35, Miramar, Playa.
Tel: 7 202-6147.Salón te Quedarás.
Fri. May. 12, 19, 26 (10 pm): Klimax
band. Sat. 13, 20, 27 (5 pm): Gens
band’s club (rock music).

Factoría Habana.

Sauce

• Les Sylphides,
Celeste and Carmen
by Ballet Nacional de
Cuba (Cuba’s National
Ballet) at Teatro Nacional de

Casa del Alba Cultural.

Museo Numismático
(Numismatic Museum)

Teatro Martí
Bertolt Brecht
Calle 13 esquina a I. Vedado.
Tel: 7832-9359. Café Teatro.Sat.
Jun. 13 (4 pm): Club “solo para
enamorados” (For Lovers Only)
with singer Marta Anglada. Sat. 27
(4 pm): Club “Un Bolero para ti” (A
Bolero for You). Host: Rafael Espín.

Calle 9na e/ 120 y 130,
Cubanacán. Playa. Tel: 7204-7114.
Sun. Jun. 14, 21, 28 (5 pm): Luis
Alberto García and Frank Delgado
perform. Sun. 14, 21, 28 (9 pm):
Charly Salgado performs.

DANCE

Centro Cultural Fresa y
Chocolate

DANCE
Oficios e/ Amargura y Churruca,
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7 862-9683.
Third Meeting of Young Pianists.
Sat. Jun. 13 (6pm): Concert by
Chinese Pianist Ruiqi Fang. Sat. 20
(6 pm): Chinese Pianist Wenqiao
Jiang in concert.

Oratorio San Felipe Neri
Calle Aguiar esq. Obrapía. Habana
Vieja. Tel: 7862-3243. Wed. Jun. 16
(7 pm): Pianist Ulises Hernández
performs.

Museo Nacional de la
Música (Museum of Music)

Calle 23 e/ 10 y 12, Vedado. Tel: 7
836-2096. Sun. Jun. 14, 21, 28 (6
pm): Soloist Yenisey del Castillo
performs.

Museo Nacional de Bellas
Artes. (National Museum of Fine
Arts)
Calle Refugio e/ Zulueta y
Monserrate. Habana Vieja. Tel:
861-0241. Sala de Concierto. Sat.
Jun. 20 (7 pm): Z- Saxos band in
concert. Director: Javier Zalba.
Hemiciclo de Arte Universal.
Sat. 20 (3 pm): Oboist Frank E.
Fernández. Sat. 27 (3 pm): Violinist
Evelio Tieles.

Calle Obrapía e/ Bernaza y
Villegas, Habana Vieja. Tel: 8639862.Wed. Jun. 24 (5 pm): Pianist
Victor García Pelegrín performs.
Guest: violinist Karen García.

Casa de Africa (House of Africa)
Obra Pía e/ San Ignacio y
Mercaderes. Habana Vieja. Tel: 7
861-5798. Thu. Jun. 25 (10 am):
Club “Con Amor” (With Love).
Host: singer Raúl Iglesias.

Asociación Yoruba de
Cuba
Prado e/ Montes y Dragones.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7863-5953.
Fri. Jun., 19, 26 (8:30 pm): Obbiní
Batá group (folk music). Sun. 21,
28 (4 pm): Los Ibellis folk group
performs.

Dragones y Zulueta. Centro
Habana. Tel: 7 866-7153. Sun.
Jun. 14 (6 pm): Singer Madarys
Morgan (Cuba), Ruiqi Fang
(China), Cuba’s National
Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Enrique Pérez Mesa. Thu. 18
(6 pm): Pianist Wenqiao Jiang
(China), Jie Yuan (China), Cuba’s
National Symphony Orchestra.
Conductor: Enrique Pérez
Mesa. Sun. 21 (6 pm): Tatiana
Tessman (Russia), Khowoon
Kim (South Korea), Cuba’s
National Symphony Orchestra.
Conductor: Enrique Pérez Mesa.
Thu. 25 (6 pm): Gabriel Urgell
(Cuba), Edward Neeman (The
United States), Cuba’s National
Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Enrique Pérez Mesa. Sun.
28 (6 pm): Po-Wei Ger (Taiwan),
Cuba’s National Symphony
Orchestra conducted by Enrique
Pérez Mesa.

ART GALLERIES
MUSEUMS
AND GALLERIES
& MUSEUMS
Museo Castillo de La Real
Fuerza.
Calle O’Reilly e/ Avenida del
Puerto y Tacón. La Habana Vieja.
Tel: 7 864-4490. Trough Sep. 30:
Exhibit “Modelismo en acción
IV” (Model-making in Action
4) by students from José Martí
Secondary Shool in Old Havana.

Teatro Nacional de Cuba.
O´Reilly e/ Habana y Aguiar.
Habana Vieja. Tel: 7864-9518.
Through Jun. 22. Exhibit The
Mission by Rocío García.

Loma y 39, Plaza de la Revolución.
Tel: 7 878-5590. Sala Avellaneda.
Sat. Jun. 20 (8:30 pm) and Sun.
21 (5 pm): Les Sylphides, Celeste
and Carmen by Ballet Nacional de
Cuba (Cuba’s National Ballet).

Galería Servando Cabrera
Calle 1ra y 42, La Copa. Playa.
Exhibit “Ciudad de los muertos”
(The City of the Dead) by
Alejandro Campins.

NIGHTCLUBS &
NIGHTCLUBS
& CABARETS
CABARETS

Third Meeting of Young
Pianists.
Date: June 4-28
Venues: Basílica Menor del
Convento de San Francisco
de Asís, Ignacio Cervantes
Hall and Teatro Martí.

Centro Habaneciendo
Galiano e/ Neptuno y Concordia,
Centro Habana. Tel: 7 862-4165.
Mon. Jun. 15, 22, 29 (1 pm): Soloist
Grisel-Grisel hosts jam session.
Tue. 16, 23, 30 (10 pm): Soloist
Aurora Delgado. Fri. 12, 19, 26 (4
pm): Club “A Coffee with Rosalía”.
Sat.13. 20, 27 (5 pm): Club “A
Havana afternoon with Cary
Bridón and guests.” Sun. 14, 21, 28
(11 pm): Rumberos de Cuba band.

Diablo Tun Tun
Calle 20 esq. 35, Miramar, Playa.
Tel: 7 202-6147. Fri. Jun. 12, 19, 26
(5 pm): Gens band rock. Sat. 13,
20, 27 (5 pm): Show Utopia with
trova performer Ihosvany Bernal
and guests. Sat. 13, 20, 27 (11 pm):
Chispa y los Cómplices band
performs.

International Piano
Contest and Festival,
Musicalia 2015.
Venues: Oratorio San Felipe
Neri of Havana’s Lyceum
Mozartiano, and the Piano
Department of the Higher
Institution of Arts (ISA).

PHOTO FEATURE

Alejandro de Humboldt National Park:

A Gem for Ecotourism
By YadiraCRUZ

GUANTANAMO._ Located in the heart of the Cuchillas
del Toa Biosphere Reserve, the Alejandro de Humboldt
National Park constitutes one of the most attractive
choices for eco-tourists in eastern Cuba.
Covering its 16 hiking paths and five eco-friendly
routes, and enjoying the unique landscape afforded by
this tropical site is an unforgettable experience.
Its endemic species and good preservation have
made this park – declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO in 2001 – an attractive option for scientific- and
eco-tourism.
As this destination is located in Cuba’s rainiest area,
it allows for a large hydrographic network with more
than 20 basins, featuring that of the Toa River, where
visitors can take rides on typical aboriginal canoes or on
bamboo rafts.
Its evergreen forests are home to a diverse fauna
considered by experts as one of Cuba’s most valuable.
The caguarero sparrow hawk
(Chondrohierax
wilsoni) is one of the bird species that can only be seen
in this area, while the almiquí (Solenodon cubanus), a
living fossil found in peculiar natural sites, takes refuge
here.
Its bay, located in the municipaility of Baracoa
(province of Guantánamo), offers a superb view where
visitors can spot a significant colony of manatees, an
endangered mammalian species.
As many as 90 percent of the Cuban world records
as to its fauna size are found in this area, including the
tiniest frog in the world: Eleutherodactylus Iberia.
In addition, visitors are attracted by the variety and
color of plant species such as orchids, while enjoying the
shade afforded by majestic tree-shaped ferns.
Meanwhile, the Aguas Verdes (Green Waters)
archaeological site shows vestiges of Cuba’s first
inhabitants, the Taíno, whose descendents continue to
live in the area.
Similarly, visitors with more demanding expectations
can enjoy exquisite local dishes containing coconut,
cocoa, banana, and honey, made from recipes inherited

from indigenous, Caribbean, and Spanish people who
lived there for many centuries.
Famous for its extraordinary beauty, the Alejandro
de Humboldt Park is considered one of the Western
Hemisphere’s most valuable sites for the preservation of
endemic flora by UNESCO.
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INTERNATIONAL

Lessons Learnt from Ebola, Crucial for Future Emergencies

PHOTO: Emilio Herrera

By MendyRODRÍGUEZ

UNITED NATIONS._ In addition to the
high human and economic cost that
have resulted from the Ebola outbreak
in West Africa, the epidemic – which is
still pounding Guinea and Sierra Leone
– has provided important lessons to the
international community for potential
future health emergencies.
Since it was first detected at the end
of 2013, the disease has caused more than

11,000 deaths, with 26,600 cases reported,
mainly in Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia.
After six weeks of no new cases reported,
Liberia was recently declared Ebola-free.
Given the huge impact and rapid
spread of the epidemic, many people from
around the world wonder: Are we ready to
cope with a crisis of that magnitude rapidly
and effectively? Which are the measures to
be taken to halt such lethal diseases from
spreading?
Following a request by the UN member
countries, the World Health Organization
(WHO) Director General, Margaret Chan,
activated a panel of independent experts
in March with the mission of making an
assessment report on the Ebola impact,
including vulnerabilities and experiences.
The panel recently issued its first report
on the Ebola response, saying that this has
been the biggest and worst Ebola epidemic
ever-seen in history, and that many delays
and obstacles hindered the response.
According to the report, the WHO
procedures and policies aimed at coping
with situations of this kind were not
activated on time; mainly because the
organization took too long in declaring
the outbreak in West Africa a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern, type 3.
The Organization is lacking “a solid
capacity or culture to deal with emergency

situations,” but also failed, before August
2014, “to properly look for the support of
other UN agencies or humanitarian actors,”
experts warned.
However, they recognized that, once
aware of the problem’s magnitude, the
WHO pushed for a global response that has
helped to noticeably reduce the estimated
impact of the Ebola crisis on West Africa.
The United Nations has repeatedly
extolled the international community’s role
in providing local authorities with human
and material resources to fight the virus.
Even though local funeral traditions,
customs, and post-conflict scenarios in
countries such as Liberia and Sierra Leone
led to the rapid spread of the disease, wrong
procedures, bureaucratic obstacles, among
others, further complicated the situation.
Consequently, the WHO panel
proposed a set of measures calling on the
international community to take advantage
of the experiences gained from the Ebola
crisis.
These recommendations include
reinforcing the collective action to face
health crisis without disregarding the
countries’ leading responsibility, and
increasing the political and financial
commitment
of
governments
in
coordination with the organization during
emergency situations.

The panel also called for strengthening
the WHO’s operational capacity and
response efforts to help countries avoid
diseases and improve their health systems,
as well as to create a specialized organization
to deal with health emergencies.
The revised International Health
Regulations entered into force in 2007 but,
according to the WHO, not all countries said
they were prepared to comply with them.
In fact, only 64 of the 193 UN member
countries had reported to have the ability
to meet them.
The report was debated during the 68th
World Health Assembly held in Geneva a
few weeks ago.
The WHO Assistant Director General,
Marie-Paule Kieny, highlighted the
importance of the report with regard to
improving the response to future public
health events.
If an event like the Ebola outbreak in
West Africa ever occurs again, the world
must be better prepared to face it, she said
during a two-day forum held in Geneva,
where the WHO panel report was made
known.
The current world panorama marked by
frequent travel, world trade, and country-tocountry connections, as well as specific and
general vulnerabilities allow for the rapid
spread of epidemics, Kieny stressed.

Bullying: A Hard Blow for Latin America
By MaylínVIDAL
HAVANA._ Bullying is a phenomenon that, over the
past decades, has had a heavy impact on children and
adolescents, and reflects endemic social inequality in
Latin America.
Official statistics indicate that seven of every 10
children in Latin America are victims of this harassment
that can start with a simple jeer but whose outcome may
often be fatal.
The phenomenon usually involves physical or
psychological harassment by one or more children
on others that are usually younger, less confident, or
defenseless.
Coming home with broken objects, frequent crying,
fear of going to school, and an aversion to situations of
conflict are some of the symptoms that characterize
children victims of bullying.
According to Monica Darer, a children’s rights expert
with the NGO Plan Internacional, in Latin America, “70
percent of children are directly or indirectly affected by
bullying at school by either having been harassed or by
having witnessed it.”
Various studies reveal that Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay,
Peru, Honduras, Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, and
Panama are among the nations most affected by the
scourge.
Experts consider that bullying, an overtly common
phenomenon in the United States and of which many
Latinos have been victims, is mainly rooted in high levels
of inequality, discrimination, and intolerance towards
groups or individual people of a different physical
appearance or marginal condition.
Some children suffer harassment on a daily basis.
Many girls, experts say, suffer psychological and emotional

rather than physical violence, although the latter often
also takes place.
While there are diverse manifestations of bullying and
often involve cruel jokes, ridicules, laughter, mean namecalling, and beating. Sometimes, money is demanded
in return for not being beaten or not having something
revealed that could cause the victim great embarrassment.
There are dozens of examples that have resulted in
tragedies.
The case of 14-year-old Clinton Maylle is still fresh in
the entire nation of Peru. Due to his provincial origins and
his love of studying, the boy suffered frequent attacks by
his classmates until one fateful day in 2010 he was beaten
so brutally by three boys that he was left paralyzed for life.
According to what the young Mayelle has told the
press, the images of that day that turned into a nightmare
as he left school, remain latent in his mind.
Other cases of this phenomenon – which has tripled
over the years – have taken place in Colombia; a nation
marked by violence and where bullying is daily news on
local TV.
One of the more recent cases took place in August 2014
when a 16- year old student, a victim of discrimination in
his school after having acknowledged his homosexuality,
committed suicide in Bogota.

There have been dozens of cases reported during
the past year in Paraguay where, for the first time in the
nation’s history, two girls were sentenced for having
bullied a third with physical violence and gross offences
that forced the latter to change schools.
Because the perpetrators were minors, they were
sentenced to six months community service and sent to
compulsory psychological counselling.
In an interview posted by the Argentinean website
www.mediaciony violencia.com.ar, doctor Luciana Cataldi,
an expert on the subject, claimed that the conspiracy of
silence that exists in Latin America between colleagues,
schools, and families is what is most surprising.
The expert, who urges institutional responsibility
and vigilance regarding the physical and psychic
welfare of children as well as their right to be educated
in a safe environment, points to a seeming tendency to
sympathize more with the aggressor than with the victim.
In the U.S. and other parts of the continent, the arrival
of new technology has brought with it a new form of
“cyber-bullying” by means of social networks.
Experts believe that cyber-bullying is all the more
serious as the aggressions, and thereby the victim’s shame
and humiliation, are made public by mobile phone,
Facebook, Youtube, among others.
There seems to be no end in sight to bullying as figures
rise exponentially with the passing of time.
Even though certain countries such as Argentina have
made steps in the right direction by having passed laws,
there is still a long way to go and much work to be done
between education centers, teachers, training colleges,
and families in order to ensure that no more children are
condemned to suffer.

INTERNATIONAL

War On Drugs:
A New Approach Demanded

of organized transnational criminals, have oppressed
indigenous communities, and have criminalized and
alienated the youths.
“Our narrow view has affected sustainable
development, democracy, and the rule of law in many
nations of the world,” said Golding, for whom only an
integrated approach could reverse the current scenario.

By WaldoMENDILUZA

PHOTO: FotosPL

as is the combining of efforts for prevention and the
rehabilitation of addicts.”
According to the diplomat, there is a global
consensus about the great harm caused by drug-related
crimes to society, the economy, and the rule of law, in
addition to the threats that this poses to health, security,
and stability in general.

UNITED NATIONS._ A final victory in the global war on
drugs still seems far off; a scenario that has led to an
increasing number of calls in the U.N. for new preventionand humane-focused responses to the scourge.
Petitions are arriving from all corners of the world to
confront the problem of integrated drug-trafficking and
its devastating political, economic, and social impact on
the basis of shared statutory responsibility of all nations.
For this very objective, a special anti-drug trafficking
session of the U.N. General Assembly – which brings
together 193 nations on an equal basis – will be held
next year and for which a planning session was held at
the U.N. headquarters in May.
Ministers, diplomats, and experts once again agreed
on the urgent need to make new commitments that
involve greater international cooperation, assistance for
people suffering the consequences of drug abuse, and
more efforts to eliminate transnational organized crime.
Sam Kutesa, Assembly president for the 69th period
of sessions, stated during the opening of the debate
that “confronting drugs is both urgent and imperative,
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FACTS AND REALITY
The UN Office against Drugs and Crime’s latest report
on the global drug issue reveals that in 2012 between
3.5 percent and 7 percent of the world’s population
between the ages of 15 and 64 had consumed illegal
substances.
Corruption, violence, death, alienation, and the
spending of large sums of money as well as other
resources to combat the problem, represent just a few
of the many social consequences.
UNODC’s own statistics point to more than 180,000
drug related deaths annually. Even more, the injected
way of drug-intake constitutes an additional risk of HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis transmissions.
For Mark Golding, the Jamaican Justice Minister,
traditional response-methods are no less dangerous.
He said that repression has achieved very poor results
as the war on drugs has not managed to eradicate the
illicit production, trafficking, or distribution of the latter,
and have only led to regrettable difficulties.
The official warned that such approaches have
merely facilitated the enrichment and empowerment

LATIN AMERICAN PROPOSALS
Colombia, Mexico, and Guatemala are among the
nations most affected by the drug problem and all of its
consequences, including violence. These countries are
among those advocating for changes in the manner in
which the phenomenon is addressed.
The Colombian Minister for Justice and Law,
Yesid Reyes, cautioned that despite the passing of
50 years since the establishment of an international
drug auditing regime, great challenges such as the
preservation of health remain.
He added that “we have made important advances,
but are far from reaching the global utopian dream of a
drug-free world. This demands that we take account of
both our successes and failures in meeting our targets.”
The Mexican secretary for Interior Miguel Ángel
Osorio also called for a revitalization - on the basis of
joint and shared responsibility - of the battle against
drugs.
He said that it is necessary to evaluate strategies
and implement adjustments that include prevention,
community welfare, and human rights.
The Guatemalan deputy Foreign Minister Rodrigo
Vielmann drew attention to various problems, such
as arms trafficking and money laundering, which are
closely associated with drugs.
He added that the latter indicate the importance of
an integrated focus, cooperation, and recognition of the
need to adapt responses to local conditions.
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Cuba Establishes Presence in Software Industry

PHOTO: FotosPL

By AlfredoBOADA

HAVANA._ Every year hundreds of Cuban
students graduate from the universitylevel computer engineering course.
In spite of a scarcity of resources and
internet restrictions imposed by the
enforcement of the more than 50-year old
U.S. blockade, Cuba is making noteworthy
efforts to ensure a greater degree of
social and economic computerization
and automation, including that of the
National Health System.
For more than a decade now, the
University of Computer Sciences (UCS)
has been producing a broad range of
applications and computation services
for different economic and service sectors
within the country.
Luis Rodriguez, the institution’s
business director, told The Havana

Reporter that their commercial portfolio
is focused on 5 high-impact sectors:
industry, education, health, telematics,
and public administration.
Their range of products includes the
Genesig platform, a management system
for the Attorney General and the Nova
operating system, which facilitates the
transfer of telematic services of Cuban
bodies to free and sovereign software
systems.
The UCS is similarly engaged in the
computerization and automation of
various Cuban entities, including the
health services sector, the judicial system,
and the development of search engines.
The university is currently seeking to
place its leading lines on the international
market and to create a number of
strategic alliances that will strengthen
it as a productive training center and
exporter of computer products and
services.
Meanwhile, Daniel Aisemberg, director
of the Evaluando Software company, said
that Cuba has one of Latin America’s most
important training centers.
Thousands of computer engineers
graduate from Havana’s Jose Antonio
Echeverria Higher Polytechnic Institute
and UCS; something that, according to
the Argentinean businessman, needs to
be shown to the world.

Ecuadorian Ernesto Kruger, executive
president and founder of the innovation
projects enterprise Kruger, which has
undertaken renowned projects in the
U.S., Hong Kong, and Central America for
over 20 years, spoke along similar lines.
The Latin American expert noted that
“Cuba has a wealth of human talent in the
field of information technology.”
In fact, Cuban-made software
products are employed with notable
degrees of success in various countries.
Sections of the Bolivian business
community have expressed interest in
increased collaboration with the Cuban
software industry.
System engineer Marcelo Antezana,
who represents the Netics de Bolivia
firm, said that integrated projects for the
implementation of information solutions
based on Cuban software had been
underway since 2010.
He added that “we have shown the
technical, economical, and legal feasibility
of selling Cuban software in an integrated
manner in Bolivia.”
Among other things, the engineer
referred to the development of a
Cuban software-based border control
system, passport office technology and
a multi-biometric police investigation
support platform as examples of such
collaboration.

The need for integration within the
Latin American software industry and
Cuba’s participation in the market were
addressed at the recent international
forum for business and computer
technology leaders in Havana.
The forum, held at the headquarters
of the Jose Antonio Echeverria Higher
Polytechnic
Institute’s
Integrated
Technology Research Center, brought
together fifty representatives from 12
countries.
Participants from Argentina, Brazil,
Peru, Puerto Rico, Ecuador, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Canada, Bolivia, Colombia,
and Spain discussed, among other topics
of interest to Cuban and Latin American
Software companies, the application
of information technology in business,
electronic governance, and the future of
this technology.
The event aimed to insert the
Cuban computer industry into the Latin
American market, to establish networks
and bilateral accords, and to exchange
information on trends, know-how, and
advances in the sector.
A range of Cuban, Argentinean,
and Ecuadorian software products
won LaTinatec 2015 prizes, awarded
in different categories as a reward for
excellent results attained in the region’s
software industry.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Foreign Investment Falls
By FaustoTRIANA

SANTIAGO DE CHILE._ The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) has revealed that the flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) into the region
fell by 16 percent in 2014.
In its annual report on FDI in Latin America and the Caribbean, ECLAC indicated
those funds amounted to 158.8 billion dollars, with a reverse in growth trends observed
over the preceding decade.
The Santiago de Chile-based United Nations agency is forecasting a further decline
during this year.
In 2014 inward FDI was affected by an economic slow down in the area and lower
prices for export commodities.
ECLAC recalled that between 2003 and 2013 the inward flow had, in nominal terms,
risen from 46 billion, 937 million to a record 189 billion, 951 million US dollars.
It said that Latin American and Caribbean nations should not aspire to recovering
the rates of foreign direct investment of the past decade, but rather to draw FDI that
contributes to the diversification of production.
ECLAC executive secretary, Alicia Bárcena, commented that “this means linking
FDI to industrial policies and national development strategies based on equality and
environmental sustainability.“
The agency noted that Brazil -- with 62, 495 million dollars -- remains the largest

recipient of foreign direct investment in the region, followed by Mexico, with 22,795
million.
Next is Chile with 22,002 million dollars, then Colombia (16,054 ) and Peru (7,607
million dollars).
By sub-region, FDI in South America and Mexico dropped significantly in 2014,
while the decline in the flow into Central America and the Caribbean was much less.
The ECLAC study reveals a notable decline -- from 23 to 17 percent -- in the natural
resource sector, while manufacturing remained stable, accounting for 36 percent of
the total and the services sector rose to 47 percent.
In 2014 the major investors abroad were Chile (12 billion 52 million dollars), Mexico
(7,610 million), and Peru (4,452 million).

SPORTS
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Record Breaking Marabana-2015
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By LemayPADRÓN

HAVANA._ Marabana director general, Carlos Gattorno,
said that the now traditional marathon has overtaken
its own record of foreign participants.
In a release to the national press, Gattorno revealed
that the presence of 409 foreign athletes from 25
nations in the 2015 race confirmed the prestige that
the event has attained over the past years.
The director clarified that this record refers to the
first registration phase which runs from January to July
31 and comprises those who have paid their fees.
The second registration phase starts on August 1st,
closing on October 30, and the third one runs from
November 1st to 14.
In the 29 previous races, this record number of
runners has only been registered as late as November,

during the week prior to the event.
On this basis, the director is optimistic that last
year’s record of 644 visiting athletes on the starting line
could be surpassed.
In the face of such interest from foreign and
national athletes, organizers have announced a series
of qualifying events; the first of which will be the 10km
Mandela race on July 19th.
In addition to the Marabana marathon next
November 15, the event will also incorporate Maracuba,
a popular race with a simultaneous nationwide start
that takes place the day before.
Marabana and Maracuba are traditionally held as
part of National Sport and Exercise Day, the celebrations
of the foundation of the Villa of San Cristóbal de la

Habana, and the designation of the Cuban capital as a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
Among events included in Marabana are open
conventional walking and running championships
for Elite, Non-Elite, Master, Disabled (blind, deaf and
wheelchair) athletes in marathons of 21km – half
marathon - and 10km distances.
There are also popular 5km races in which participants
can walk in order to simply get some healthy exercise,
which is one of Maracuba’s main objectives.
Last year the winner in the women’s elite category
were Misleidys Vargas (marathon) and Yailen Garcia
(half-marathon) with Jorge Luis Suarez taking the
men’s marathon and Richer Perez the half-marathon
title.

Toronto Pan Am Games
A Steep Climb up the Podium for Cuba
By Moisés P.MOK
HAVANA._ Cuba‘s ambition to retain second place at the medal table at the Pan
American games will be difficult to realize in the forthcoming 17th edition, scheduled
to run from July 10 to 26 in the Canadian city of Toronto.
The Caribbean island rose to this privileged position in the 1971 Games of Cali,
Colombia, and only abandoned it once; to be crowned champions when it hosted the
Games in Havana in 1991.
Although acknowledging this will be a difficult endeavour, Antonio Becalli,
president of the Cuban Sports Institute (INDER for its Spanish acronym), has confirmed
that the aspiration is to hold second place.
He recalled that Canada is a potent adversary, very well prepared and with the
advantage of hosting the Games; something they demonstrated when they organized
the 1999 edition in Winnipeg and doubled their number of gold medals won in
previous Games.
Brazil, which is preparing to host the 2016 Rio Olympics, is another serious
contender as it is attaining very good results, such as those at the recent World
Swimming Championships - the best ever, Becalli commented.
These three nations have traditionally been behind the U.S. in their medal quest.
The latter comfortably leads the overall table with 4,151 medals, of which 1,839
are gold, 1,374 silver and 938 are bronze. Cuba is next with (1,933 / 840--564--529),
followed by Canada (1694 /378--587--729) and Brazil (1064 / 287--318--459).
In the 2011 Guadalajara Games, the Cuban delegation took 10 titles more than
Brazil (58-48) although the South Americans took a greater overall tally of medals
(141-136). Canada came fifth with 119 medals, of which 30 were gold.
SIGNS AND OBSTACLES ON THE ROAD
Beyond the Canadian and Brazilian rivalry, the Cubans will have an almost impassable
obstacle to overcome: their absence from more than one hundred of the competitions
organized.
According to the INDER high performance director, Jose Antonio Miranda, Cuba

will participate in only 232 of 365 of the planned trials and in just 25 of the 36 sports
included in the Games´ program.
To date, the Island‘s delegation comprises 403 competitors although this number
is likely to rise to 472, because there are 69 athletics, swimming, fencing and tennis
athletes waiting to have their qualifications confirmed.
It is in track and field, boxing, wrestling, artistic gymnastics, weightlifting and
rowing events that Cuba has historically collected its Pan American medals.
Athletics account for 348 medals, of which 127 are gold while weightlifters have
won 224 medals, including 157 gold.
Boxers have a total of 116 medals and 84 gold and wrestlers have taken 92 titles
from 200 podium places.
Artistic gymnasts have been crowned 71 times, winning 180 medals and rowers
have accumulated a total of 95 medals of which 37 are gold, 21 are silver and 37 bronze.
There is also more good news to add: in Dayo, last May 16, triple jumper Pedro
Pablo Pichardo made the third best jump of all times (18.06) and a few days later
jumped 18.08 m in Havana.
Also, the more than thirty year old national discus record of 68.2m was broken by
Dania Caballero with a formidable throw of 69.51.
In an impressive display of skill, the Cuban Tamers qualified undefeated for the
World Boxing Series finals with 5 of their 10 fighters having ensured their tickets to the
Rio-2016 Olympics.
Last month at Anadia, Portugal, gymnast Manrique Larduet took three titles (freehand, vault and horizontal bar) and his teammate Marcia Videaux won gold in the
vault horse.
Meanwhile, rower Angel Fournier once again exhibited his skills at the first round
of the World Cup in the Slovenian city of Bled, winning gold in the open singles.
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Still a Long Way To Go
By RobertoGARCIA
HAVANA._Those who thought that the road to the
reestablishment of diplomatic relations between Cuba and
the United States and the moves towards the normalization
of bilateral ties might be smooth should review both the
obstacles that have been overcome in recent months and
those that still remain.
Many believed that the progress towards a new scenario
between the two neighboring nations would meet very few
pitfalls following the December 17 statements by Cuban
president Raúl Castro and his U.S. counterpart Barack Obama
on their decisions to restore ties and open embassies in both
capitals.
The main stumbling block to normalization is of course the
more than 50 year old economic, commercial, and financial
blockade imposed by the U.S. on Cuba, resulting in one trillion
112,534 million dollars in damages.
Among the progress that has been made since December,
the recent removal of Cuba from a list of nations that
Washington alleges sponsor terrorism stands out.
White House spokesman Jeff Rathke said that the requisite
45 day notification of Congress had expired and that the
Secretary of State had decided to revoke the classification of
Cuba as a state promoter of the scourge.
Although the Cuban government had never set this as a
precondition for progress prior to the talks, it reiterated that
the island should have never been on the list as the latter is
politically motivated.
Another step in the right direction was the resumption of
banking services to the Cuban Interests Section in Washington,
something seemingly routine for any diplomatic base mission

but which, in this case, had become an almost insurmountable
obstacle to overcome that had severely curtailed the delivery
of normal services.
Cuban Foreign Ministry sources said that the progress on
the reinstatement of such services has created an appropriate
bilateral and regional context, within which advances towards
the reestablishment of diplomatic relations and the opening
of embassies can occur.
More good news that has attracted plenty of media
interest over recent months is that for the first time in more
than 50 years, four U.S. operators have been licensed by the
Federal Government to offer ferry services between the U.S.
and Cuba.
The announcement was, however, diluted somewhat
by accompanying bad news: even prior to their launch such
services face serious obstacles, principally arising from the
blockade.
The activities of the companies might also be severely
limited by National Security, State Department and other
federal agency restrictions.
What is certain is that these and other minor advances
made could not have happened in the absence of the three
rounds of talks held between January and May in both capitals,
which the two sides described as professional and productive,
despite the profound differences that exist.
These meetings between representatives of both
countries have drawn the attention of leading U.S. business,
culture, science and political figures, who have their sights
set on medium and long term opportunities, but who are
also very conscious of the harm caused to themselves by the

unilateral sanctions imposed on Cuba.
Many legislators who have visited Cuba over the past
weeks concur that bipartisan consensus in favor of the lifting
of punitive measures exists.
Among them is the democrat Senator Tom Udall who said
at a press conference at the end of his visit to Havana that a
majority of the Foreign Relations Committee members – a
key panel on this issue – now favors the lifting of unilateral
sanctions.
Udall, from the State of New Mexico, particularly stressed
the importance of eliminating travel restrictions on U.S.
citizens and recognized that there remained much to be done
on the road to normalization.
The Senator led a delegation of Democrat congress
members, which included Senator Al Franken, of Minnesota,
and representatives Raul M. Grijalva, of Arizona, and John
Larson, of Connecticut, who visited the island in late May.
In unison with Republicans Jeff Flake and Mike Enzi and
Democrat Dick Durban, senator Udall recently proposed a law
that would encourage U.S. telecommunications companies
to do business with Cuba.
The anti-Cuban right in Congress, which has not been
sitting on its hands, are trying to form a strategy to sabotage
this and other projects aimed at dismantling punitive
measures against Cuba.
However, as those with legislative power reach
agreement on these matters, Obama could make use of his
broad executive powers – as the Cuban Foreign Ministry has
reiterated – to undo most of the restrictions on Cuba that are
enshrined in Congressional laws.

